Window 

on 

Jordan 


By Ilham Sa d eq - ; " X ■ 

Star stpff Writer 

JORDANIANS ARE speculating about Ginton's 
gert move, following the disclosure of Hie Special 
Prosecutor's report Has -rode. The Starr report 
exposes President CHoronV; sexual relations with 
white House, intern Monica Lewinsky in graphic 
detail. Like die rest of the world, Jordanians 
became interested ' in' die 'so-called . Monicagate 
scandal and have followed zxs developments, which 
could well lead to impeaching the'beleaguered US 
president, with amusement* Many in Jordan won¬ 
der if Clinton :wiU resort to another foreign -policy 


’ gets Jordanians talking 



adventure, such as the sudden attack on Afghani¬ 
stan and Sudan lost month, in order to deflect atten¬ 
tion from home. Jordanians wonder if the White 
House might find another pharmaceutical plant to 
bomb for allegedly manufacturing illegal chemical 
weapons. And Jordanians ask, who win now pay 
for President Ginton's latest indiscretions? 

These questions, and others, are being asked by 
your “average Jordanian" as Monicagate continues 
to make front page headlines in all the Jordanian 
newspapers. 

“Finally, the world's most powerful president 
has confessed to an 'inappropriate relationship' 


with Monica Lewinsky." says Abu Saeed. the 
owner of a frail and vegetable’ store in Amman. “1 
beg the media to stop highlighting this affair, and 
concentrate on something more newsworthy. like 
the stalled peace process or the violence in the 
West Bank,” he continued. 

Last month’s US airstrikes on Sudan and 
Afghanistan have been viewed by many in Jordan 
as grossly unjustified, inhuman arid made precisely 
to export Ginton's internal crisis, 

Mohammed Hamdan, an engineer at the Univcr- 

C on tinned on page 2 
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signal a mood of 


BylbtisamAwadat. 

Star Steffi Writer 
POLITICAL observers believe 
that the Jordanian political envi¬ 
ronment is going through yet 
another transitional phase. This 
week's appointment of two 
leading opposition figures to the 
Senate is sending positive sig¬ 
nals to the connBy’8 demf)cratic 
institutions. 

A Royal Decree appointing 
five new senators to rite Upper 
House of Parliament was met 
with much trepidations The 1 
appointees replaced the four 
senators who resigned last week, 
after joining the Tarawneh 
Cabinet ' ' 

The suiprise . 
a pp oi n t ment of 
two former prime 
ministers, Ahmad • 

Obeidat and ’ 

Taber A1 Masri, 
has pointed to a 
new political . 
mood of 

reconciliation.. 

- Observers 
were unanimous 
in their approval 
of the return of 
Obeidat and Al 
Masri to the 
Upper House. U * 
is sees as- a wel- 


ftom the state to 
the legislative 


• Al 

Masii--Fiime Al Maori 
Minister in 1991 . 
and Lower House Speaker in 
1993—decided not to run fin- 
political office during the 1997 
elections. His re-entry into tire 
political sphere has raised many 
eyebrows. "Ibere is no hidden 
agenda regarding my return to 
political tiJe," AlMasri told The 
Star. “His Majesty King Huss¬ 
ein wanted me to portsespasein 
die Senate, and being a royal 
decree, I naturally respected and 
obeyed it.” 

Al Masri became critical of 


the political processin the coun¬ 
try following the agoing of the 
peace treaty. He also criticized 
tite- government's failure to 
stand. up to regfonaltsfc who 
were threatening national'unity. 

Ahmad Obtadaf# absence 
from political life since 1995 
came after be resigned fiixn'tbe. 
Senate, following his openly 
declared opposition to the peace 
treaty with Israel The Star tried 
to contact Obeidat but be is enr- - 
ready on a visit to the US. 

The parliamentary reaction to 
the new \ appointments was 
: upbeat The introduction of the . 
new senators shows tbar.the Jor¬ 
danian state is wiffing ■' to 



Obeidat 


involve all poetical tendencies 
in the legislative process,” com¬ 
mented deputy Abdel Karim 
Doughau. **and their appoint¬ 
ment will ranch the national 
dialogue inside' Parliament. He 
added, 1am the participa¬ 
tion of all political viewpoints 
in di t Kingdom, as this is tire 
way we can obtain real political 
pluralism.’' y 
The new . mood spawned 
rumors that tire Muslim Broth¬ 


erhood was considering malting 
a. long overdue participation in 
tire Senate. Its spokesman. Jamfl 
Abu Baker, welcomed tire news 
about tire return of Obeidat and 
Al MasrL but denied tire rumors 
- that senre members of tire Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood were ready to 
take a seat in tire Upper House. 

"As far as I mow, these 
runjore are groundless, as ah the 
members of tire Brotherhood are 
sSD very much committed to 
boycotting Parliament.” Abu 
Baker told The Star : He added 
that, “Our stance mi tire electo¬ 
ral proceedings for the Lower 
House will apply equally to the 
Upper House as well." 

'. The position 

_ of the Brother¬ 
hood is . well 
known. They 
have said that 
they will only 
, participate in 
the two coun¬ 
cils if their pre¬ 
determined con¬ 
ditions are met 
first They want 
•• a. modification 
to tire current 
. electoral pro¬ 
ceedings - for 
deputies, espe¬ 
cially . the 
involvement- of 


power to super¬ 


stages of the 
elections. 

Tf tire 
change is lim¬ 
ited to tire appointment of just 
Obeidat and Al Magri then it 
won’t be enough, as what we 
need is a real change in attitude, 
to make room for greater public 
participation,” said Deputy 
Mohammad Al Azaydeh. “Wc 
heme that these ap po in tments 
will .give tire (reposition a 
stronger voice," said Azaydeh, 
1 who considers both Obddat and 

Continued on page 2 


Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Moussa(R) listens to members of his delegation before the start of an Arab 
League.regular session 16 September. The meeting is discussing the Libyan Lockerbie crisis, Iraq's differences 
with UN weapons inspection teams, and the US missile strike on Sudan. Roam 


The political funding 
debate escalates 


By Hham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 
SINCE THEIR legalization in 
1992. Jordan's political parties 
have played a vital role in pro¬ 
viding a wide forum for debate. 
There are around 23 political 
parties. 13 of which make up 
the so-called (reposition. How¬ 
ever. the majority of political 
parties are now racing financial 
difficulties, and thus effecting 
their ability to function. 

The financial crisis common 
to most parties was aggravated 
by the debate over whether 
‘external finance’ should be 
accepted or not. This matter 
was at the core of the recent dis- 

C in the Jordan' Communist 
y (JCP), Following accusa¬ 
tions by its forma - secretary 
general. Yacoub Zayadin, that 


the present secretary general 
Munir Hamameh. began to 
receive external finances. It 
seems that the issue died down 
now, and split averted, at least 
for now. 

The Government's viewpoint 
is outlined in the 1992 Political 
Parties Law. which prohibit 
them from receiving outside 
funding or support as it inter¬ 
feres with their independent 
status. To refute these allega¬ 
tions, many party secretary gen¬ 
erals have called on the Govern¬ 
ment to allocate finances from 
the state treasury—without 
external finance or government 
support they will not be able to 
survive. Analysis are saying 
that ibis new initiative could 
signal a new relationship 
between the Government and 


political parties as both would 
benefit die nation. 

Dr Abdel Latif Arabiyat, sec¬ 
retary general of the Islamic 
Action Front (lAFt—the politi¬ 
cal arm of the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood—explained that the 1AF s 
is opposed to receiving external 
finance, and that the party’s per¬ 
formance is dependent on vol¬ 
untary action and support from 
the local community. 

"The normal procedure in 
other countries is for these insti¬ 
tutions to receive assistance and 
financial aid from the state to be 
able to perform their duties 
effectively." Dr Arabiyat told 
The Star. 

“Most governmental and non¬ 
governmental organizations 
receive state finance, and as 
political parties serve the some 


national interest, why shouldn’t 
they get help?" added Dr 
Arabiyat. 

The majority of political par¬ 
ties in Jordan are founded by 
persons of medium-sized 
incomes, and need to find other 
sources of finance. Arabiyat 
continued to say that, "Since 
these parties are established by 
law, amfcwork within the boun¬ 
daries and terms of the constitu¬ 
tion, why doesn’t the Govern¬ 
ment support diem with 
financial aid?" 

However. Jamil Abu Baker, 
spokesman for the Muslim 
Brotherhood, warns that, "State- 
financed parties could be influ¬ 
enced by the government, using 
funding as a means to impose 

Continued on page 2 
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World reacts with befuddlement, 
worry, and distress 


By MoDy Moore 

MEXICO CITY—"Hasta la vista, amigo?" 
screamed toe bold headline in one of Mex¬ 
ico City’s most respected newspapers, 
beneath a photograph of a beaten-looking 
President Clinton, It was the question 
weighed on editorial pages, in government 
offices and at cyber cafes around the 
globe, os analysts sought to assess the 
impact of toe Starr report on world mar¬ 
kets. politics and psyche. 

To be sure, the salacious details of Clin¬ 
ton’s White House exploits with former 
intern Monica S. Lewinsky gave the 
world’s headline writers a field day. “Sex. 
Lies and Impeachment,” and "Comeback 
Kid plots moves m last 
chance saloon,” were two of 
the headlines in the Times of 
London. “Cigar Sex. Phone 
Sex. Pizza Sex." read the TaT/’V’ 
triple-decker on page one of V V w . 
The Sun, Britain'sbest-read 
daily. 

press and international lead¬ 
ers approached toe uproar 
with almost funeral somber¬ 
ness, viewing it as yet another potentially 


World 


devastating blow in a relentlessly difficult 
summer. 

In a season of international economic 
gloom, financial and political meltdown in 
Russia, heightened nuclear anxiety in 
south Asia, terrorism and war in Africa 
and growing uncertainty about the future 
on every continent, many eyes hod looked 
to the only remaining superpower to main¬ 
tain some semblance of stability on the 
planeL Now, that hope is' diminished. 

"There is no doubt’that a weakened 
presidency, its energy to deal with global 
issues sopped, is bad -news for the world." 
intoned Singapore’s Straits Times 
newspaper. 

Goman Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl, fighting for reelec- 
tion and trailing in the polls. 

• took time ait from his fever- 

J ish campaigning to warn, "It 

• I Cl “ of il® «mos importance 

_ that the only world power 

myi- -‘ fully live up to its duties." 

"Aria, Africa, India—there 
■■ ‘ v "’ are problems everywhere." 

Kohl told interviewers. “I 
can only hope the turbulence 
in Washington can be put to rest as quickly 


as possible so that the president is fully 
capable of performing his tasks." 

In many nations, however, analysis are 
already writing Clinton's political obitu¬ 
ary. ‘Two dark vans that drove (the report) 
to the Capitol were akin to hearses arriving 
to take away the corpse of the Ginton 
presidency," reported the Washington cor¬ 
respondent for The Sydney Morning News 
in Australia. 

The overriding concern for much of the 
globe is the potential impact of political 
instability in Washington on already stag¬ 
gering world economies. 

"Who can see clearly when a sexual vir¬ 
tuoso intern in the White House weighs 
more heavily on the markets than the eco¬ 
nomic achievements of whole countries 
and regions?” asked Hungary's • largest 
daily newspaper. Nepsz abaa sag. 

And in Mexico, where the stock market 
and peso have reached all-time lows in the 
past several days, the Mexico City drily La 
Jornada —in an editorial entitled "Justice, 
morality, politics, business”—fretted that 
the Mexican economy could crumple even 
further because of "a very peculiar combi¬ 
nation of a strict respect for justice, a 

Continued on page 2 


Five years 
of peace 
bears bitter 
fruit for 
Gaza 

By Lee Hockstader 
GAZA CITY—In Gaza's 
Jabalya Refugee Camp, a 
slice of real estate twice 
as crowded as Manhattan 
and scarred with rancid 
fields of garbage, Huss¬ 
ein Rad wan counts as 
one of the lucky ones. He 
has a job. 

Granted, the work isn't 
much. Radwan spends 
six days a week bent over 
a sewing machine in a 
sweatshop, whose single 
concession to comfort is 
an overhead fan that stirs 
die thick summer air. For 
a 12-hour day -stitching 
together denim skirts, he 
makes $5.40-45 cents an 
hour, the LA Times- 
Washington Post News 
Service Reports. 

But with well over a 
third of Gazans looking 
for work, Radwan knows 
better than to complain. 
"In tfiis job I can learn 
new skills," toe 17-year- 
old Palestinian said tact¬ 
fully. “Things could be 
worse." 

For many Palestinians, 
they are. And that has 
come as a bitter shock to 
people here who were 
certain that the 1993 Oslo 
accord with Israel would 
deliver at least a measure 
of prosperity along with 
its promise of peace. 

Instead, most Palestin¬ 
ians have gotten poorer 
since toe peace agree¬ 
ment was signed five 
years ago, this Sunday. 
Incomes, buying power 
and private investment 
have plunged, while the 
numbers of families liv¬ 
ing in poverty have 
swelled. 

That is particularly 
true in Gaza, a 140- 
squorc-mtie strip of sand, 
sun-scorched apartment 
blocks and squalid refu¬ 
gee camps stretched 
along toe Mediterranean 
Sea. 

It was Gaza's Jabalya 
Refugee Camp that gave 
birth to toe intifada, the 
1987-1993 uprising 
against toe Israeli occu¬ 
pation. But the mood 
today in Jabalya, if any¬ 
thing, is meaner and 
more sullen than in the 
adrenaline-charged days 
of toe intifada, when a 
generation of teenagers 
came of age in drily bat¬ 
tle with the Israelis, resi¬ 
dents say. 

Now, toe Israeli sol- 
dierc have withdrawn 
from most of Gaza. leav¬ 
ing rising poverty, 
crowding and bitterness 
in their wake. 

“The economic situa¬ 
tion in Gaza has deterio¬ 
rated dramatically in the 
years of peace, which is a 
very strange phenome¬ 
non,'’ said Khoied Abdel 
Shaft, a Palestinian econ¬ 
omist who sits on the 
Gaza City council. "At 
first there was a lot of 
talk of Gaza becoming 
the Singapore of toe Mid¬ 
dle East. That's why, to a 
great extent, people sup¬ 
ported the peace agree¬ 
ment, which in many 
ways is a bad deal for toe 
Palestinians. They hoped 
at least toe economic sit- 


Continned on page 2 
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The strike at UNRWA 

Caution before 
the breakdown 


UNRWA 
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ffis /?oya/ Highness Crown Prince Hasson, the Regent (R), meets with US Middle East envoy Dennis Ross at the 
Royal Palace in Amman 16 September. Ross said on Wednesday that Israelis and Palestinians were still at odds 
over parts of Washington’s initiative aimed at breaking a long deadlock in Middle East peacemaking. 

Photo by Khalil Mazrawi 

The political funding Senate appointments 
debate escalates signal a mood of 
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their particular ideologies.” 

This view is not shared by Dr 
Arabiyat "Parties should have 
the right to-get state finance, 
regardless of their political 
stance, as is the norm in most 
developed countries.” 

In a call for more support 
from die Government, Munir 
Hamameh of the Communist 
Party, reiterated that, “Political 
parties make up the basic core 
of the civic community, and 
they function as a mirror reflect¬ 
ing the different shades of the 
society’s political spectrum.” 
He added. “They represent polit¬ 
ical and ideological pluralism, 
and are an essential component 
for a healthy society, so they 
should be supported in carrying 
out their objectives.” 


Mr Salem Nahas, secretary 
general of the Popular Demo¬ 
cratic Party, pointed out that 
any form of finance from the 
state should be relative to the 
size and activity of the party 
concerned. "State-financed par¬ 
ties indicate a healthy demo¬ 
cratic environment: one where 
political pluralism is in 
evidence.” 

All parties agree that this 
problem needs to be addressed 
as soon as possible, before there 
are political casualties, and they 
see the current trend towards 
dialogue between the state and 
the civic institutions as a step in 
the right direction. The initia¬ 
tive undertaken by HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
maybe the key to solving the 
financial problems faced by Jor¬ 
dan's political partiesJB 


reconciliation 


Continued from page 1 
Al Masri as models of ‘positive 
opposition.’ 

However, the Royal Decree 
produced mixed feelings from 
some politicians. Parliamentary 
sources told The Star that there 
was dissatisfaction from some 
of the former senators, who did 
not want to give up their 
positions. 

Tawfeeq Krishan preferred 
to stay at the Senate, and was 
ready to abandon his new mini¬ 
sterial post,” tire source said, 
“but it was impossible to refuse 
the new post and he foil obliged 
to stay in the cabinet" 


Jordanians talking 


Continued from page 1 

sity of Jordan, provides 
another twist in the tale. “The 
Monicagate scandal is a result 
of a Jewish plot against the 
President of the United States, 
aimed at distracting the US 
from implementing their pro¬ 
posals for the stalled peace 
process,” he said. This theory 
is shared by many, who see 
the stalemate at the Pales tin- 
ian-lsraeli negotiating table to 
be directly linked to die prob¬ 
lems facing Clinton. 

Others ore saying that the 
peace process has become too 
reliant on US input, and that 
when the US is distracted, tike 
when the American president 
is embroiled in a sexual affair, 
the peace negotiations come to 
a standstill. 

lr is now five years since 
the Oslo peace accords were 
signed, and many Jordanians 
are aghast at the blatant dou¬ 
ble standards set by the US. 
always favoring Israel. 

Ahmed Al Sheikh, who is 


preparing for a post-graduate 
degree in chemistry at the Uni¬ 
versity of Jordon, also shares 
the Israeli-led conspiracy 
theory. 

“The Israeli lobby io the US 
is responsible for focusing all 
the media’s attention on Clin¬ 
ton’s sexual misdemeanors; 
and they will continue to dis¬ 
rupt US policy until all their 
Zionist objectives have been 
fulfilled," he said. 

Mahmoud Abdul Razzak, a 
translator at the Al Aswaq 
daily, is outraged by tbe 
amount of ‘airtime’ the Clin¬ 
ton scandal is receiving in the 
Arabic press. 

“I feel ashamed whe^I have 
to read all the details of the 
Clinton scandal—on the front 
page—while more crucial 
issues are being neglected. 
Don’t we have problems of 
our own to speak about, rather 
than focusing on this humiliat¬ 
ing story?” Mr Razzak 
wondered. 

However, some Jordanians 
are saying that the scandal 


does have a positive side. 
Turki Al Silawi, a press pho¬ 
tographer said, “At least this 
case shows that democracy can 
take its natural course, and a 
prosecutor is allowed to per¬ 
form his duties, no matter who 
the accused is. The prosecutor 
' has succeeded in bringing the 
president of the largest super¬ 
power to court, and is calling 
for his dismissal for abusing 
constitutional responsibilities 
and for misleading his people 
when he lied under oath.” 

But everybody is willing to 
express an opinion. A number 
of housewives told The Star 
that they sympathize with Hil¬ 
lary Clinton because she is liv¬ 
ing with the problem on a 
daily basis. 

“If I were in her place, 1 
would leave him. She [Hillary] 
is a strong woman.” said Um 
Asa’ad, a seamstress. 

Whatever the viewpoint, 
Jordanians will just have to 
wail and see the next move in 
the Clinton soap operaJi 


World reacts with befuddlement, 
worry, and distress 


Continued from page 1 

hypocritical moral puritanism 
(and) the revenge of a sector of 
the right.” 

In fact, that muddled conflu¬ 
ence of disparate issues both 
fascinates and confounds much 
of the rest of the world. In 
China, where the private lives 
of Communist Party leaders is 
off limits to public discussion 
or the news media, television 
producer Jiang Jingiie mar¬ 
veled. “It’s a sign of a- demo¬ 
cratic and legal society that this 
could happen to a president,” 
adding that such a public scan¬ 
dal “would never have hap¬ 
pened” to China's president. 

But, from France to Russia 
to Latin America, where politi¬ 
cal mistresses are port of the 
accepted political landscape, 
there was befuddlement over 
how sexual exploits could 
potentially bring down the 
most powerful leader in the 
world.' 

The French newspaper be 
Mantle dubbed it the “new 
McCarthyism, in which the 
panicked fear of Communism 
is replaced by tbe fear of 
sexuality. ” 

In Russia, which has a col¬ 
lapsing economy and a crip¬ 
pled government and where 


members of the Duma are said 
to have brought prostitutes into 
the legislative building on 
some nights, newspapers have 
all but ignored Clinton’s prob¬ 
lems. Even the threat of 
impeachment proceedings was 
allotted only a short, straight¬ 
forward account in Izvesria, the 
main newspaper. 

The newscaster for one of 
Hungary’5 largest commercial 
television stations dismissed 
the Starr report in last Satur¬ 
day’s newscast as “a several 
thousand page pornographic 
report" and questioned, 
“Which is more scandalous? 
That it happened or that the 
whole world can read this 
pornography?” 

British tabloids, on the other 
hand, were wallowing In every 
sordid detail. The Sun, owned 
by conservative press baron 
Rupert Murdoch, sneered: 
“william Jefferson Clinton is 
unfit io be president of the 
United States.... He is a cheap 
and nasty guttersnipe with no 
principles.” 

The ongoing Washington 
scandal holds personal con¬ 
cerns for some world leaders. 
Aides to Japan's Minister 
Keizo Obuchi, who is sched¬ 
uled to make his first trip to the 
United States next week, are 


agonizing over the prospect of 
US reporters ignoring their 
minister while they pepper 
Clinton with questions about 
his sex life during a joint press 
conference. 

In contrast. British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair who is 
also scheduled to meet with 
Clinton in New York next 
week, telephoned Clinton as 
soon as news broke of the Stair 
report, spent 30 minutes com¬ 
miserating with his friend and 
then made sure his spokesman 
informed the news media of 
the supportive coll. 

Meanwhile, the foreign 
press remains fascinated by 
Washington’s fascination with 
the unfolding scandal. 

“Washington is a village 
gathering for a public execu¬ 
tion, unsure what mood to 
strike ” wrote Jonathon Freed- 
land, correspondent for The 
Guardian of London. “It wonts 
to hang its head low in shame, 
but It cannot resist the chance 
to gawk and gossip with 
friends, to soak up the specta¬ 
cle.”! 

LA Tima-Washington Post 
Newsservice 


Bilal Al Talk the director of 
die Press and Publications Dept 
who was removed from his post 
and appointed as an advisor at 
the Prime Ministry, must have 
been disappointed as welL The 
decision to dismiss Al Tall has 
thrilled journalists, who consid¬ 
ered the outgoing director as die 
architect of tbe present Press 
and Publication Law. His post 
was given to Eyad Qattan, an 
intellectual and someone who 
has been critical of press 
censorship. 

Tbe other three newly 
appointed senators have a varied 
background. Marwan Dndin 
was president of the Aqaba 
Regional Authority, and has 
taken part in the joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian multi-lateral negotia¬ 
tions on the peace process. Kha- 
leel Fanatsa is a retired armed 
forces veteran who holds a Mas¬ 
ters in Military and Administra¬ 
tive Sciences, and Ibrahim Gha- 
babsheh is a fanner deputy, who 
was elected to the 11th Parlia¬ 
ment in 1993 for TafDeh 
constituency.! 


By Ghassan John 

Special to The Star 

THE STAFF of the United Nations’ Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) held a one- - 
day strike on Tuesday, IS September, as a 
protest against their work conditions. 

The strike, involving only the local Arab 
staff, affected the agency’s five operational 
centers of Jordan. Syria, Lebanon as well 
as the Palestinian territories of the West 
Bank and Gaza strip. 

Over 6000 of Jordan's UNRWA employ¬ 
ees took part in the silent stand-off in front 
of the agency’s headquarters in Amman: 
They held placards showing their dismay.' 

Sources from the staff committee said 
foat.foey warned of the strike at least two 
weeks ago. They told the management that 
there would be of what they called a “pre¬ 
dicted dissolution of UNRWA, which 
could lead to general chaos in the 
organization.” 

Giinnar Lofberg, who is responsible for 
UNRWA in Jordan told The Star by tele¬ 
phone that the striking staff asked 
UNRWA’s Commissioner General Peter 
Hansen to negotiate with diem, and have 
set a meeting for 23 September between the 
two sides in Amman. 

“We have to get better funding to cover 
die expanses of die .activities and facilities 
offered by foe agency,” added Mr Lofberg. 

The scheduled meeting was fixed alter 
joint coordination between Mr Hansen and 
the staff representatives. 

Staff members emphasized that many 
promises were made to them during the! ' 
-past 10 years, tad non fuIfiHett 'Soctrces, 11 : 
however, stated that officials have failed to 
persuade foe workers not to take such strike 
action. 

The protest went ahead despite an earlier 
warning that a cut in salary of the staff will 


be taken if they did go on strike. 

Director-general of foe ' Palestinian 
Affairs’ Department Ibrahim Badran said 
that the Jordanian govemm&t didn't 
accept foe strike as a suitable way. to meet 
. tbe demands of foe UNRWA staff. “As 
long as we all realize and are aware of their 
demands and work conditions, die staff 
should look for direct dialogue, with, the 
management,” added Mr Badran. 

Bat staff representatives are angry with 
what they see as the apparent difference in 
salaries between them and the senior man¬ 
agers—they received pay rises of up to 40 
percent, staff members say. *Tf the agency 
does not yield to our- demands another open, 
strike ww take place on 28 Septenaber, 1 *' 
said members of the staff committee. 

Students in-foe Baqa’a refugee camp, 
were forced to stay at home as all schools 
were closed. Health and women-care cen¬ 
ters also were out of work, as the employ¬ 
ees stopped work. 

In the Gaza strip, schools, medical cen¬ 
ters and supply offices were at a standstill. 
The strike however was only partly eligible 
in Lebanon. 

UNRWA’s staff committees of foe five' 
fields consist of 22000 employees and 
workers. UNRWA employees expressed 
hope that Mr Hansen may respond to their 
“sensible request and talk with bur repre¬ 
sentatives to end tile dispute.” 

It is not the first time that employees 
have complained of pom* conditions. 
Although UNRWA receive global contribu¬ 
tions ■ these rue not enough to. cover its 
annual Jjudgei estimated 
UNRWA was established in I960 after¬ 
math foe Arab-Israeli war in 1948* in order 
to help die 3.5 million Palestinian regis¬ 
tered refugees, where more tban .one mil¬ 
lion of them are living in Jordan. ■ 


Five years of peace bears bitter fruit for Gaza 
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uation would improve.” 

The fear is that Palestinians. 
will give up oq the fraying 
Middle East peace process as 
their hopes for prosperity fade. 
Already, support is inching 
higher for Sheikh Ahmed Yas¬ 
sin, founder and spiritual 
leader of the militant Islamic 
group Hamas, according to pol¬ 
ling data. If peace means 
impoverishment, some Pales¬ 
tinians say. why should they 
support it? 

The question is all foe more 
apt given foe benefits the Oslo 
accord has brought to Israel 

Although the Israeli econ¬ 
omy lately has -hit a rocky 
patch, with joblessness creep¬ 
ing toward 10 percent, it 
boomed in the mid-1990s. 
Most Israelis are better off now 
than they were when Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat shook hands at the 
White House five years ago. 

The same cannot be said for 
Palestinians, however, espe¬ 
cially in Gaza. 

“The Palestinian economy Is 
in crisis—a crisis measured not 
just in terms of declining 
income but also of declining 
hope.” Stuart E. Eizenstat, US 
undersecretary of state, told an 
Israeli audience in Jane. “We 
are at risk of diminishing foe 
constituency for peace, not 
only among the public at large 
but increasingly among Pales¬ 
tinian business people.” 

To understand one of the 
reasons why tbe Palestinian 
economy has nose-dived, it is 
helpful to pay a pre-dawn visit 
to the Erez Crossing, one of the 
few transit points between 
Israel and die Gaza Strip. 

At 5 O’clock in the morning, 
the rush for the exits has beat 
on for an hour. Swanns of men 
walk briskly to foe Israeli 
security checkpoints, smoking 
their first cigarettes of the day. 
They kick up a haze of dirt and 
sand that hangs like a shroud 
over a small army of vendors 
selling falafel and sweets, 
yogurt and hummus. 

About SOJXX) Palestinian 
workers, half of them from 
Gaza, cross into Israel pro p er 
every day to work in fields, " 
factories, homes and gardens.'' 
By Palestinian standards, their 
wages ore good—two or three 
times more than they could 
earn for a day’s work in Gaza. 



Memories of occupation still looms in Gaza 


Yet die number of Palestin¬ 
ians authorized to work in 
Israel is down by half from a 
decade ago. From Gaza. U has 
falloi by two-thirds. 

Beginning with foe intifada, 
Israel slashed the number of 
Palestinian workers it admitted 
each day. While the govern¬ 
ment gradually has eased up in 
foe last two years tty handing 
out more work permits. It has 
not made up for foe lost 
earnings. 

What’s more, sporadic 
Israeli closures of Gaza .and 
the West Bank, in response to 
Palestinian terror anacka. 
pr om pted Jewish-owned busi¬ 
nesses to seek a more reliable 
supply of labor. That led. 
Israel s previous government 
to admit a huge influx of for¬ 
eign workers, many of (hem 
from Romania and other East 
European countries. 

The result: dwindling 
demand for Palestinian work¬ 
ers and less cash coming into 
Gaza’s economy, where 
incomes ore already half those 
of the West Bank—and a tenth 
those in Israel. 

“Savings are gradually 
being exhausted,” said Abdel 
Shan, tbe city council member. 
“People are selling their valu¬ 
ables. [Foreign] assistance 
compensates somewhat for a. 
drop in private savings, bat it 
won’t go on forever.” 

Palestinian and foreign ana¬ 
lysts also have blamed Israeli 


it of Palestin- policies for foe isolation of 
to work in Gaza residents from their natu- 
y half from a ral economic partners, foe 1.7; 
n Gaza, it has million Palestinians in die' 
ids. West Bank. Some 16,000 Pal-! 

h. foe intifada, estinian businessmen—from . 

» number of Gaza and the West Bank¬ 
ers it admitted have permits to enter Israel 

: the govern- every day, but only 800 are 

as eased up in allowed to travel freely 

rs by handing between Gaza and the West 

jennies. It has Bank. 

for the lost The Oslo peace accords 
offered a blueprint for what ■. 
e, sporadic amounted to a free-trade zone 

of Gaza .and - between Israel and foe West * ^ 
n response to Bank and Gaza. But what has , 

ror attacks. evolved in practice is very dif- *. 

i-owned busi- forest. Israel does not charge '• 

more reliable duty on products from Gaza or. 
r. That led. the West Bank, but its stringent 
i government security checks result. in 
influx of for- delays, higher transport costs 
lany of (hem . and uncompetitive goods, 
ad other Bast 'I’ve seen them X-ray ice V 
es. cream-in tbe summer, taking it 

dwindling out of tbe trade; box by box,” 
stinian work- said Salem Ajluni, on Ameri- 
t coming into can economist working for foe 
my, where United Nations in Gaza.‘Tve 
idy half those seen eggs scanned by metal 
—and a tenth detectors,” 

According so Eizenstat. Pal- 
• gradually estinian entrepreneurs have 
” said Abdel . complained it is cheaper to 
indl member. ' shin goods from foe West Bank . 
ag their valu- to Venice than.from the West. 

) assistance Bank to Gazal As a result, - 
tewbat for a. Gaza makes do with more' 
avings, bat it ‘ expensive goods produced In 
*er.” brad.' 

i foreign ana- “Now we are living in a vety ' 
ilamed Israeli high-security jaU,” said Awni 


Hasham, who owns a business 
that makes mid sells office fur¬ 
niture in GazpGity. “We live in 
a very closed area, -pitying 
every penny we have for dec- 
. tricity; water, and a place to 
live.-This jail is the responsibil¬ 
ity of both sides—die Palestin¬ 
ian Authority and Israel They 
put us in this situation.” 

At -no point io recent his- 
tory—not before Israel cap- 
rured Gaza In 1967 and began 
■ its military occupation, - nor 
after, - including since Israel 
“ withdrew its troops from Gaza 

• four years ago and Yasser Are-, 
fat’s Palestinian Authority took 
oven—has. Gaza had an eco- 
v nomic development plan. Lack¬ 
ing natural resources, Gaza lan- 
.guuhed as a supplier of cheap 
Tabor to IsraeL 

!. That was supposed to change 
; in 1993. Marriott made plans to 
build a 200-room hotel; an 
investment of $80 million that 
would showcase Gaza’s spec¬ 
tacular . beach. Calvin Klein 
.expressed Interest in building 8 
factory. . 

-Bui private investors became 
scarce, as the- peace process 
began to fray. Marriott froze its 
hotel plan after doing some 
Jand^ping^^ ^Cdv in Klein: 

- “Far yesrs we were asieep 
and dreamingof the future ana 
our freedom.”, said Hasham.; 
“And suddenly we woke up to 
gee-the filter* as it Is, And itV 
notsbgood.”! . ' . ; . 
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Queen 

inaugurates 
peace corps 


AMMAN. (Petra)—Her 

Majesty Queen Noor and First 
Lady Hilary Rodham Clinton 

. inaugurated. Tuesday, the new 

- headquarters of the Peace 
-Corpsin Washington DC. The 
Peace Corps was launched by 
President John F. Kennedy in 
1961 as a two-year program 
for American volunteers to 
“serve their country and the 
cause of peace by living and 
working in the developing 
world.” The Pqace Corps mis¬ 
sion is to promote world peace 
and friendship by providing 
volunteers who contribute to 
-tire, social, economic and 
human development of coun¬ 
tries; to provide better under¬ 
standing of Americans among 
the people whom volunteers 
serve; and to strengthen 
Americans* * '-'understanding 
about the world and its 
people^ ' 

In her remarks. Queen Noor 
quoted foe prophet Muham¬ 
mad, who said “the best of 
men are those who are useful 
to other,” noting foe “Peace 

- corps ’volunteers., .give two 
years of their Hves being use¬ 
ful ‘ to others in ways both 
practical and imaginative.” 
According to the Queen, 
peace corps volunteers “are 
currently working all over Jor¬ 
dan - in mutually enriching . 
partnerships with government 
and non-governmental organi¬ 
zations, on a wide range of 
projects including eco-tourism 
development, tbe marketing of 
traditional crafts, and care for 
foe bearing impaired, orphans 
and the mentally disabled.” 

A second group of volun¬ 
teers will soon begin working 
with projects ranging from foe 
management of a medicinal 
herbs enterprise, to research 
into child health and develop¬ 
ment and prevention of abuse 
Queen Noor noted that “les¬ 
sons form- our region show 
that peace must be built 
between , peoples. It derives 
from understanding,- trust and 
a.sense of working toward a 
shared destiny. It arises only 
out of mutual and equitable 
exchangc-of skills, of ideas, 

: of cultural valnes.” She 
.emphasized that the important 
role Peace Corps volunteers 
are playing by “going where 
they are invited, bringing 
open minds, dedication and. 
i , g mhnsiaRny .E ving.' -.work¬ 

ing side by side with their 
hosts,-and returning With new 
perspectives to share with 
those at home, are among the 
-best examples of how that 
peace will be achieved.” 

. Mrs HDlary Clinton in her 
speech said that it was-a privi¬ 
lege to celebrate this- occasion 
with Queen Noor, adding that 
Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor are “two of 
foe finest people you will find 
anywhere in the wodd. They 
are: great leaders and strong 
friends.” . Mrs Clinton 
expressed her pride in the 
Peace - .Corps* World Wise 
-Schools program describing it 
as. a unique global education 
p ro gr am that broadens . the 
geographic and cultural hori¬ 
zons of American students 
through their interaction with 
currently serving and returned 
Peace Corps volunteers.- She 
said that in the past six years, 
.she has been honored to meet 
with volunteers on her trips 
abroad and at the white 
House; ; adding that their 
enthusiasm and dedication 
infused her with energy and 
inspiration. 

_ Jordan represents the 132nd 
country where Peace Corps 
volunteers have served since 
its founding. Volunteers work 
with the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation in eight of its 
comprehensive development 
programs, foe Ministry of 
Social Development, the 
Royal Society for foe Conser¬ 
vation of Nature, Jordan River 
Society for Development and 
Queen Alia Fund. They con¬ 
tinue the tradition of the Peace 
Corps in-.foe Arab World, 
which has provided humani¬ 
tarian assistance in Libya. 
Bahrain, Oman, Yemen, and 
Tunisia since 1962 . Volun¬ 
teers currently serve in Mauri¬ 
tania. along with their most 
rewnt postings in Morocco 
and Jordan, working as part¬ 
ners on Important projects in 
education, health, apiculture, 
foe environment, women’s ' 
.micro-enterprise initiatives, 
and many others. - 

Currently there ore approxi¬ 
mately 6.100 peace CorpYvoi- 
uatesrs serving 85 countries - 

Tsijrinn w Mor ® than 
151,000 Americans have 


TfoindJng, providing assis¬ 
tance in education, health and 
nutation, agriculture, environ¬ 
ment. and small business 
development. - 

Corps volun- 
ger Secretary of Health and 
Homwi Services Donna Sha- 
Iria, Firtt Peace Corps Direc- 
tor-Sargent fihnver. members 
of the Senate and theCon- 
8** attended the inaugml 
tlon ceremony M 
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A* unconventional l: 
report on Jordanian . 
wtfws and views edited\ 
by Marwan AlAsmar ■. 



Bis Bayed Highness Crown Rrince Hasson, ike Regent 
<**dolences of His Majessty Eng Hussein to 
d 1 j y? a T uek ( * m > Tuesday.. Sargent Mohammad 
Shaker AJAgarmeh died after he-was fired at during a 
car chase. (See below for mere detaOs) 


Attack on pharmacies 

■ A disturbing trend maybe! Last week two pharma¬ 
cies ip Wasfi AJ Tal Street were attacked by aimed rob-' 
bers. The attack came after midnight, when a number of 
armed men came into the pharmacy and demanded 
money. They stole JD 300 from one of the chemists. 
Police, soon knew about the raid and a car chase 
ensued, when one policeman was lolled and another 
injured. However, die two men were eventually appre¬ 
hended andare now in police custody. Sources'say the 
two men raided another supermarkct in the gam* area. 
Vice President of the Jordan Pharmaceutical Associa¬ 
tion (JPA) Abdel Raheem Xssa said that this Was a dis¬ 
turbing trend, and that the council of the Association 
will meet to see what can be done to curb the rising 
attacks on drug stores’. Last Much,' a similar attack' 
resulted in the death of One'.chemist and the. injury of 
another. Meanwhile, the JPA "has. called "on ph armaci es . 
to pay their does to tire Association. About 1300 have 
been told either to. pay. op' or face, the possibility of 
suspension.■. 

Cancer. .: *• . 

■ Cancer is on the increase, or so everybody keeps 

saying. Not so according to Dr Samir- Al Kayed, direc¬ 
tor of the National Register in the'Ministry of Health. 
There is at present 36,682 registered cancer patients in 
tfae country. Dr A1 Kayed says that this is within the ; 
regional average, and certainly below the.rales iir the 
developed countries. In fte-surrounding^ countries there ; 
are 74 cancer patients Jo every 100,000 people, the fig- j 
ure goes up to between 200-300 to-every 100,000 in 
developed inchistriai countries Btk-ftcre arc other . 
revealing figure. A1 Kayed says that most cancer : 
patients registered in Bie eoanwy are /Jo rilaniahs , : 
although there are 380: foreigners. The distribution of' 
cancer victims across the Kingdom’s govemorates is 1 
between 20-74 cases to every 100,000. hi recent weeks ■ 
there has been a lot of talk aborit Ajloon ftavingthe ‘ 
highest rate of cancer patients in the country. Not true .' 
says Dr AJ Kayed. He adds that (uptimznaiy ; auitistics 
show that the number of cancer patients for every 
100,000in Ajlounis39. ; 

Press Association ; ’ 

■ Ionian’s Press Law Association fJPA). has been 
given tbe Royal seal of approval.'and it.is now being 
printed in tbe Official Gazette. According loftenew 
law, elections to the presidency and council of fte JPA 
will now be held' next April. Elections will be across 
the board, mid voting ; for editors, newspaper owners, 
and those of the Petra News Agency, which tradition¬ 
ally had three seats each has been abolished. Employ¬ 
ees in the news sections of radio and television how : 
have the right to become members of fte JPA. •’ 

Municipalities . - 

■ Financial help could be oh die way. The Ministry of 
Municipalities has said that officials are studying ways . 
of giving some of the revenaes from the rates in the : 
selling and buying of land to fte .monidpal and rural 
coancfls. One of these ways is to allow fte councils to 
collect taxes and rates on lands and buildings, some¬ 
thing which save them paying at least' 10 percent to the 
Ministry of Finance. It is suggested that the employees 
of the counc3s could themselves collect fte dues. 

More charities 

■ More charitable societies have been established last 
month. Despite fte tough stand die. Ministry of Social • 
Development is taking on charitable societies, four 
more have been established. They are in 'Amman, 
Madaba, Mafraq, and Jordan Valley.. 
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His Majesty King Hussein receives Chief of the Royal Court, Jawad Al Anani, at the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minne¬ 
sota, USA; Saturday. 

Early parliamentary 
elections could be an option 

By Star Staff Writer 


THE RECENT call for early 
pariiamentaiy elections is a 
reflection of fte general feel¬ 
ing'of discontent felt among 
voter?. This is especially so 
since'the last elections were 
held iess than a year ago. in 
November 1997. The perfor¬ 
mance of the members of tbe 
Lower: House is something io 
be desired people are saying. 

‘T- doa’t think Parliament 
has performed its duties at all 
' wen We only need to look at 
' fte. different laws which the 
Lower House passed during its 
sessions,". Dr Saeed- Thyab, 
secretary general of the Popu¬ 
lar Unity Party, said. 

- .“The jPress and Publications 
Law, .1 which Parliament 
endorsed recently, was a stag¬ 
gering blow to the freedom of 
expression in the Kingdom, 
and to the credibility of some 
of fte deputies.” According to 
Dr Tfyab. “tbe main obstacle 
in voting is fte 'one man, one 
vote*! law, which constitutes 
fte backbone of fte parliamen¬ 
tary election law at the 
moment- : 

At fte forefront of fte call 
for new elections was the pres¬ 
ident of fte Jordan Lawyers 
Association,. Hussein Mjdli. 
During a recent press confer¬ 
ence, MjaOi said it was time to 
have a new parliament- 

:**With the .endorsement of 
the Press and Publications 
Law—caking us back to the era 
of martial law, rafter than for¬ 
ward into the 21st Century— 
the present parliament has 
. shown itself to be ineffectual.” 
MjaOi said.. . . 

In turn Lower House deputy 
Mansour Seif Al Deen Morad 
fbund.it irrational to call for 
new elections. “There is no 
need tor such elections.” 

“In this period we have to 
rebuild the economy and look 
for the best means to solve fte 
national crisises which concern 
the whole nation,” Morad, who 
won in last year’s elections for 
Russeifa, continued. 

“I think what is more impor- 
_ tant is.to activate fte legisla¬ 
tions which guarantee fte par- 



Football hooliganism 

In his column in Ad Dusiour, Abdallah Al Khatccb 
condemned the latest football riots. He was particularly 
worried about the acclamations from one team of sup¬ 
porters during fte match, because they were “hostile”, 
“prejudiced", “distasteful” and “provocative" to the 
other team. In his opinion what made matters worse 
was fte use of "geographical" and "regional" differ¬ 
ences in their hails of encouragement. Al Khatecb's 
main focus was the issue of national unity, which is 
threatened bv such actions. 

Jordan is made up of different nationalities. By ridi¬ 
culing other people's cultures, he says, they jeopardize 
fte integration of the nation. “If sportsmanship cannot 
rule on fte field, then we should turn these grounds 
into productive facilities that benefit the nation, instead 
of threatening its unity." 

No politics! 

^In his article in Al Rai. Majeed Asfour draws the 
attention of the readers to the role of professional asso¬ 
ciations and what they can do to improve fte country's 
economy. In the past, he says, fte professional associa¬ 
tions main concern was political, for they were only 
interested in representing the views of their members. 
Now after the resumption of the democratic process, 
and fte return of parliamentary life, associations 
should take a backward step from politics and concen¬ 
trate on their economic role. Members of professional 
associations would like to see their organization adopt 
a more active role in eliminating unemployment, and 
provide jobs to improve the productive capacity of the 
economy, moving it away from over-employment. Pro¬ 
fessional associations have the resources to finance 
many projects. Instead of wasting money on election 
campaigns. Asfour says, he would like to see this 
money put into projects which are useful for fte coun¬ 
try and the economy. 


Sub-editor 


wanted 


AbuBokr 

tierpation of aD the institutions 
of the society," J amil Abu 
Baker. Spokesman of fte Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood, said. 

He told TTte Star that calling 
for new elections will be a 
waste of time and effort if they 
are to be held within fte same 
circumstances. It’s worth men¬ 
tioning that the Brotherhood 
was the fust organization from 
the opposition to call for the 
boycott of the elections. 

However, the man in the 
street does seem to support the 
need for new elections. 

■ “1 wish that elections would 
be held every year to avoid 
watching some representatives 
who have Dot assumed fte 
tasks they were elected for. 
After the parliamentary ses¬ 
sions which 1 used to watch on 
TV, I became very disap¬ 
pointed, commented one 
Ammanite who preferred to 
remain anonymous. 4i Today, I 
rarely glance at the headlines, 
be added in a non-chalant 
manner. 

“During the elections cam¬ 
paign deputies come to you to 
inform you and listen to your 
needs" he continued. “Nowa¬ 
days, some of our deputies 
can't be seen let alone handle 
the different issues effec¬ 
tively," the man continued. 

“Parliament is helpless and 
weak, no one is contented with 
their performance, 1 ' com¬ 
mented Dr Kathim Awad. 


Murad 

owner of a pharmacy in 
Balqa*. 
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front of fte higher commands 
and influential groups," Dr 


“The present parliament is Awad added. “What we need is 
based on fte tribal representa- radical changes in policy and 
tion, which makes i,t retreat in not of fte individuals." M 
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AMMAN, (Star)—This week, 
the Khalil Al Rahman Charita¬ 
ble Society organized a soli¬ 
darity conference in support of 
the Palestinian cause in Heb¬ 
ron and Jerusalem. All tbe par¬ 
ticipants made a pledge to pro¬ 
tect the historical rights of the 
Pales tinians in Jerusalem and 
Hebron- and reiterated that 
Palestine would forever be 
considered as Arab territory. 

The conference was held on 
- the occasion of the 5ft anni¬ 
versary of the Osip agreement. 
Sutieman Arrar, secretary gen¬ 
eral of Al MuStaqbal party, 
stressed that, “ft* Palestinian 
-condition would not remain 
the same forever " and assured 
his Palestinian brothers that 
-fte Jordanian people will 
never forget fte Palestinian 
cause.” 

The general mood among 
the delegates was pessimistic;, 
they could not see peace 
between Israel and fte Arab_. 

worid, if fte current status quo 

is maintained. Hussein Mjaln, 





A view from the conference - 

president of the Jordanian 
lawyers Association, said that 
the holy places in Hebron, add. 
Jerusalem, could: nor be pro 1 , 
tected properly, if the political' 

- situation- remains as' it is. His 
solution is to create a “Greater 
onion among the Arab nations * 
of fte Middle East to confront- 


Israel. on a solid,', committed 
basis. " 

; Soblri Gosheft, the confer¬ 
ence spokesman; said that. 
“Israel'. . has steadfastly 
increased the number of Jew¬ 
ish settlements around Hebron 
and Jerusalem, and -that fte 
Jewish state is determined to 


eradicate fte Palestinian call 
for independence. "Both Heb¬ 
ron and Jerusalem are holy 
places, dear to the hearts of all 
Muslims and Christians, and 
their continued occupation is 
at the center of fte Arab- 
Israeli straggle,” Mr Gosheh 
stressed, “and the only effec¬ 
tive solution—the one that will 
give fte greatest amount of 
stability to die region—is for 
these territories to be returned 
to the Arab body." 

At fte end of fte confer¬ 
ence, all the delegates agreed 
cm a final statement, which 
reiterated fte Arab identity of 
Palestine. Delegates expressed 
their appreciation of their Pal¬ 
estinian brothers for their 
steadfastness in the face of 
overwhelming problems, and 
they thanked all the Arab and 
Islamic nations, bodies and 
institutions who have sup¬ 
ported—materially and 

morally—the cause of Pales¬ 
tine over the years.! 
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Otter airlines have red-eye-bvtbe- 
dead-of-night departures. But, 
when Amman is wide awake, we 
fly out to Europe and North 
America most frequently. More 
than 36 convenient departures 
weekly. WeVe also got the only 
24-hour Advanced Check-In 
Service. And you can relax in our 
airport lounge while we handle 
all your pre-departure 
arrangements. Keep on lounging 
in flight cm really roomy seats 
with ample legroom in wide¬ 
bodied aircraft We guarantee 
you'll experience First Class 
service down to the last detail. 
Choose from a selection of 15 
international films on your 
Personalized Video System. All 
these First Class comforts al 
Business class fares. 




RQYALJORDANIAN 

Reflecting the Change« 


A textual editor (sub-editor) is 
required to work for an 
English-language weekly 

newspaper in Amman. Must be a 
native speaker. Duties include 
editing local, regional and 
international stories. A journalistic 
background is preferred. Those 
interested please telephone 
5686121 (ext 344) or send ON to 
fax no 5667170. 
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Our Say. . . 


The task before the new government 

THE GOVERNMENT of Dr Fayez Al Tarawneh will submit its program to Parlia¬ 
ment this week and accordingly seek a vote of confidence. The program is expected 
to deal with the various political, economic and social issues that Jordan faces at 
this stage of its development. It is no secret that the task before the Tarawneh gov¬ 
ernment will not be easy. 

While there is much to do on the political front, especially as the peace process 
continues to falter and tension heightens between Israel and the PNA, the main chal¬ 
lenge for Jordan lies in reviving its economy and addressing domestic ills. 

For the majority of Jordanians a better standard of living, along with new employ¬ 
ment opportunities and higher income, remain the most important priorities of any 
government. Previous administrations have submitted programs promising to revive 
the economy, fight poverty and unemployment and raise the standard of living of 
Jordanians. But as we all know by now growth figures and various other statistics 
and indicators have not reflected a change for the better. As we approach the con¬ 
clusion of the economic adjustment program, which has brought a cut in public 
spending, a suspension in government subsidies and major reforms including the 
privatization of public companies, we are entitled to know if our sacrifices have 
achieved the desirable ends and if we are finally on the road to economic recovery 
and prosperity. 

The government of Dr Tarawneh will not be able to reverse the economy over¬ 
night. It is not expected to do so anyway. But it must at least focus its attention on 
the dire needs of middle and low income sectors of the society, both of which have 
suffered as a result of economic restructuring and sluggish growth. For many Jorda¬ 
nians life has become more difficult in the past four to five years. It is those Jorda¬ 
nians. who make up the majority, whose needs and requirements that the govern¬ 
ment must address. 

There is no easy panacea to our economic woes. In the absence of a political set¬ 
tlement across the river and within the region, the economic fortunes of the coun¬ 
tries of the Levant are not expected to improve. Foreign investments need political 
stability and sound infrastructure to begin to pour into this part of the world. Eco¬ 
nomic summits and various other meetings and conferences will not do the trick as 
we have learned from past experiences. 

While we wait for a political breakthrough on the Palestinian-Israeli track, our 
government must launch a short-term economic package that aims at restoring con¬ 
fidence in the economy. While this is easier said than done. Jordan badly needs a 
dose of self-confidence. It can still revive itself by utilizing on its own resources 
and by repackaging itself to interested investors. 

Political and social stability are also an important objective of the 

coming phase. The young and able government of Dr Tarawneh should focus on 
the domestic front in order to address some of the ailments that beset the Jordanian 
society today M 
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Cuban President Fidel Castro(L) talks to Lupe Velez, wife of deceased official revolution¬ 
ary hero Antonio Nunez Jimenez at his funeral in a Havana cemetery. Nunez fought as a 
captain in Castro's guerrilla army which won the 1959 Cuban Revolution, and later 
became a well-known geographer on the island, Reuters 
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Five years since the Oslo agreement 

What’s on and 
what’s off the 



By Star Staff Writer 

WHEN YOU think back to 
the signing of the Oslo agree¬ 
ments—five years ago this 
week—between the Palestin¬ 
ians and Israelis, and realize 
wbat a dramatic psychologi¬ 
cal and ideological break¬ 
through it was. 

The year that followed 13 
September 1993 was full of 
hope and expectation. The 
famous handshake on the 
lawn of the White House was 
symbolic of the peace that 
was to ensue between the Pal¬ 
estinians and Israelis. 

These agreements were a 
turning point in the Israeli 
official way of thinking, as at 
long last they recognized the 
Palestinian people’s rights. 

However, no one can deny 
the tremendous loss of time 
that Palestinians had to 
endure, and are still enduring, 
because of the obstinate poli¬ 
cies of Israeli prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s 

government 

As time passes, and the 4 
May implementation deadline 
comes within view, both the 
Palestinians and Israelis are 
this week looking back to the 
13 September with mixed 
feelings. “Mr Netanyahu 
has not found much to cele¬ 
brate, but reminding his peo¬ 
ple all the time of the victims 
that have fallen because of 
what he calls ‘Palestinian ter¬ 
rorism,'” said Uraib Al Ren- 
Lawi, a columnist at Ad 
E'ustour. 

Palestinians. meanwhile, 
setim to be more optimistic, 
awaiting the formation of 
their state, to be announced 
next May by the Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat. 
u Sucih a state, if it happens, 
will demolish the Jewish 
dteani of a Greater Israel, 
from the Nile to Euphrates, 
and return some of the lost 
Arab dignity," continued Al 
Rentawi. 

However Ahmed Quraia’, 
leader of the Palestinian Leg- i 
islative Council, has another I 
point ol r view. 

“Whe n Israeli officials say 
that the Oslo agreements are 



Famous handshake! Clinton, Rabin (now deceased) and Arafat on the White House lawn 
in SepL 131993. 


dead, they are actually 
expressing their wishes— 
wanting to exploit the situa¬ 
tion and hinder every move to 
revive die peace process,” 
said Qomia', who is also 
affectionately known as Abu 
Ala’. 

He gives credit to Chair¬ 
man Arafat who, “proceed¬ 
ing with the Oslo agreements, 
gave birth to the infant Pales¬ 
tinian public institutions, 
underpinned by modem, civ¬ 
ilized and democratic values 
which we all have grown to 
respect” He said that these 
things are not respected by 
Israeli officials, and were the 
reason for the stalemate in the 
peace process. Hu's also 
explains the recent visit of 
US envoy Dennis Ross to the 
area. 

Ross’ latest visit which 
„ failed,, again. to, achieve .a 
-breakthrough, was marred: by 
the killing of two brothers, 
Imad and Adel Awadallah, by 
the Israeli security forces. 


Both were Hamas' top cadres 
who organized many suicide 
bombings inside Israel. ■ In, 
response to Israeli intransi¬ 
gence, the level of political, 
extremism increased on the 
Arab side. 

Yasser Za’aterab, a critic of 
the Oslo accord, said in hist 
column in Ad Dustour, “We 
should ask Mr Abu Ala* if Mr 
Netanyahu is able to make a 
better agreement for Israel, 
separate from the current 
Oslo one.” Za’acreh adds-'that. 
Netanyahu is “well-knownfor 
his blackmail and inducing' 


smiles.” 


The second scheduled rede¬ 
ployment of Israeli forces was 
due to take place last year! but 
postponed because of differ¬ 
ences on the required percent¬ 
age of withdrawarih die West 
Bank. Israelis-kept plaiting for j 


that is proof that the Arabs 
don’t really want peace with 
the Israel, and really “want to 
push them into the sea.” 

“The real obstacle to peace 
is not in the texts of the agree¬ 
ments, but in [Israel's!. extre¬ 
mist and fundamental way of 
dealing, with the peace pro¬ 
cess, which denies .the other 
side [Palestinians] its justifia¬ 
ble living rights on their own 
land,” says Mr Abu Ala'. 

“The Palestinian state, will 
be a grave yard for Israel’s 
belief in an alternative home¬ 
land," stresses. Al- Rentawi, 
who states that die past 30 
years of. expulsions, house 
demolitions arid oppression 
will come to On ' end by die 
return of all emigrants to their 
promised homeland. 

Abu. Ala’ urged his people 
to, “Forget about dates and 



for an immediate' brealc-in ties 
with Israel, is music to the; 
ears of the LDm4ists, who say j 


hope Of seeing their own inde¬ 
pendent state, as soon as. it is 
possible." ■' 


Uncle Sam on the 
grand chessboard 


The Grand Chessboard: American Pri¬ 
macy and its Geostrategic Imperatives 
by Zbigniew K- Brzezinski, 1997, 256 
pages 

BESTSFJJJING AUTHOR and former 
National Security Adviser Zbigniew 
Brzezinski i.s considered by Democrats 
and Republicans alike to be one of the 
nation's premier geopolitical strategists. 
In The Grand Chessboard, be offers a 
bold and provocative new global vision 
for preserving and extending American 
preeminence in the 21st century. 

Bernard Gwertzman of-the The New 
York Times Book Review, 

Brzezinsid has now stated and restated 
his concerns. His books are there for any 
political leader to use as material for 
future policy declarations. But it is diffi¬ 
cult in the current situation to imagine 
much of a competition to take up Brae- 
sinski’s ideas, however well they are 
argued here. 

At its best. The Grand Chessboard 
makes permanent contributions to the 
national debate over American foreign 
policy and power says Walter Russell 
Mead of the Los Angeles Tunes Sunday 
Book Review. But he adds that at its 
worst, it demonstrates the need for con¬ 
temporary statesmen and political think¬ 
ers to immerse themselves more deeply 
in the rich tradition of Anglo-American 
strategic thought that brought first Brit¬ 
ain and now die United States to global 
preeminence at an astonishingly low 
cost. 
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of impact. The former national secur¬ 
ity advisor is still a believer in geopoli¬ 
tics after all these years writes die Kirkus 

Reviews. 

Like most foreign-policy aficionados 
weaned on the Cold War. Brzezinski 
(Out of Control, 19 93) has bees forced, 
by the disintegration of the 

-- Soviet Union to broaden his 

j perspective—but not very 
j far. He sees the US as the 
i only global superpower, but 
! inability to maintain its bege- 
. | mony indefinitely meanstbat 
, | “geostrategic skill" is essen¬ 
tial. To what end is not speci- 
! fied beyond the vague shap- 
| ing of “a truly cooperative 
global community^’ that is m 
“the fundamental interests of 
humankind," but in this 
genre, goals are commonly 
assumed rather than exam¬ 
ined. In any case, Brzezinski 
casts Eurasia as-the playing 
field upon which the world’s 
fate is determined and ana¬ 
lyzes the possibilities in 
Europe, the former Soviet 
Union, the Balkans (inter¬ 
preted broadly), and the Far 
East. Like a grandmaster in 
chess, he plots his strategy 
several moves in advance, 
envisioning a three-stage 
development 




Geopolitical pluralism. must first be 
promoted;to defuse challenges to Amer¬ 
ica, then [compatible international part¬ 
ners touyt be developed to encourage 
cooperation under American leadership 
and finally the, actual sharing of interna¬ 
tional political responsibility can be con¬ 
sidered. The rain poles of this strategy 
are a onifed Europe in the West and 
China in the East the central'regions are 
more proHemntiC and. for Brzejddsld 
not as., critical in constructing a stable 
balance of power- This updated 'version 
of East-West-geopolitics is worth taking 
seriously but it is also an amazing exam¬ 
ple of bow a perspective can be revised 
without actually being rethou gh t M " ■ ■ 


Dual 

derailment 

FT HAD originally started 
as dual containment policy 
of Iran and Iraq by the 
USA and its allies. Today 

such containment is 
increasingly looking like 
derailment, ban. winch bad 
been once considered as a 
radical state, is assuming 
die post of a moderating 
power, and attempting to 
end the chaos in Afghani¬ 
stan. However it is feeing a 
new force which seems Ear 
mare radical in fee eyes of 
the international commu¬ 
nity. Of coarse the Taliban 
has a grip on most of fee 
Afghan territory, if not all, 
and as a result, the chaos 
may end by the victory of 
one major combatant group 
or another—though in this 
case it wfl} probably be fee 
Taliban. Ironically, it bad 
been Iran that was held 
accountable in the past for 
the various incidents that 
contravened international 
law. 

Now it is Iran tbs is fee 
victim of international ille¬ 
gality. The outcome is feat 
over 200,000 Iranian troops 
are preparing for war at fee 
border with Afghanistan. 
On tiie other hand, the Tali¬ 
bans ate heading for a 
major victory, and may 
soon be sending a delega¬ 
tion to the UN. to take tbeir 
place among the other dele¬ 
gates of the international 
community. 

The scene would be set 
for Afghanistan to decty 
aggression against its sove¬ 
reignly, whilst Irai would 
claim it's: efforts were 
purely peace orientated. 

Will die Taliban con¬ 
tinue the bloodshed, or will 
Iran take note of history, 
and oot fell into the same 
trap that British colonialism 
and Soviet expansionism 
had fallen into before? 

The tempt ati ons must be 
resisted, but admittedly, 
vendetta is an overwhelm- 

mgjixxfc .^an pc;. explored 
by Irari.£o avoid fee escala¬ 
tion of violence. 

Turkey is trying to play a 
mediatory role, so perhaps, 
there is a chance to seek 
the Iranian-Afghan prob¬ 
lem, before increaang tie 
statistics of Muslim refu¬ 
gees around fee world. 

The other party to fee 
dual containment duo is 
Iraq. Under the current cir¬ 
cumstances, it is refusing to 
cooperate with UNSCOM. 
and so the UN has decided 
to suspend the review of 
sanctions. 

Yet, both Iraq and the 
UN have offered mrh other 
carrots, as well as using fee 
stick, the UN had declared 
its intention to review the 
record of Iraq’s cooperation 
once Iraq allows the UN 
search teams to operate; 
while Iraq still bolds the 
same option if it deems it 
necessary to use in the case 
of loosing its bet on fee 
favorable new 

circumstances. 

For in the midst of all 
tins, is a major American 
company with a pioneering 
investment history that 
intends to move to Iraq car- 
tying its regional business 
wife h. This isan encourag¬ 
ing sign that sanctions may 
well be entfing. if not now, 
at least in fee very near 
future. 

However, die - current 
American administration is 
showing signs of disarray, 
wife increased pressure on 
President Clinton. He wfl] 
have less time to concen¬ 
trate on America's interna¬ 
tional agenda bow, and win 
be concentrating more on 
staying in power. 

Another dimension to 
this affair is Russia, who 
recently looked favorably 
towards Iraq and is now in 
a better position to translate 
its outlook into action with 
die advent of Mr Primakov 
1° tiie prime ministry. This 
is because of his long stand¬ 
ing friendship until the vari¬ 
ous political personalities in 
Iraq. 

All in all, those fact or s 
arc vci >' important in the 
calculations of fee Iraqi 
leadership, and are likely to 
Baghdad's position 
until sanctions come to an 
end wife a bang or whim - 
per-Trie “Cresting part is 
feat this game could con- 

•■ | ® u p to go around in 
circles. 

Determined by forces on 
“to international arena— 
outside fee control of both 
*raq and the UN-dual 
“toferafeent is .- looking 
g°re Ske “PASSA Dou- . 

wife fee same appar¬ 
ent effects J| 
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Business 

scene 


■f The Unj teil Nations 
Sanctions Committee 
CUN£COM) approved 
13 contracts worth S21. 
million in favor of Jor- 
daman ■ companies, 
allowing them to 
export their products to 
Iraq, in light of the 
fourth stage of the oil 
for food deal' formula. 
A well informed source 
at the Ministry ’ of 
Industry and .Trade 
said that, 22 contracts 
have been awarded 
during this stage, at a 
value of $28.5 million. 
Among the ; new - 
approvals are r exports' 
of toilet soap, . fat, 

- detergents," cheese and" 
pharmaceuticals. In aJL. 
UNSCOM . . .has- 
endorsed, . contracts. • 
worth $333 million. 

B The -17 insurance 
companies in Jordan 
generated pre-tax net 
profits of JD 4.53 inil- 
lion last year,, com¬ 
pared with ID 4.78. 
million in 1996. show-, 
ihg a 'decline of 5;28 
percent. Net insurance. 
revenues also recorded 
a fall, 2.51- percent 
from last year. Total 
assets, at the end 1997, 
stood ait JD 120.58 mil¬ 
lion, against JD121.60 
million ' the previous .' 
year, a drop of 0.83 - 
percent from '1996. 
Insurance . net prerrti- . 
□ms—after deducting 
the reinsurance per-' 
centage—were JD 8.8 
million in 1997 com¬ 
pared with.- JD 11.89. 
million in L996, whilst 
revenues.-, stood at JD 
13.85 million in 1997, 
compared with. JD 
14.21 million in 19961 . 

■ -The cabinet. has 
recently agreed to pn >'J 
vide investment facili-; 
-fie* for’ /crab- Fwasb-_ 
Co. and die Jordanian 
Dead Sea; Salts Co., to " 
establish an intenuE- 
tional company atGbor 
AJ. Safi,.Die.company.: 
will "produce chloride 

.and caiejum" brormtie 

'waten The joint : ven¬ 
ture .will help expand 
the mining base and 
diversify 1. production. 
Total investment in the 
venture Is estiroated’ai- 
about $100 million, 
and will create 900. 
new job opportunities 
at the site. • "• 

■ The value of goods . 
enteripg:the Free Zone- 
areas in Jordan was 
estimated at -JD 244 
million for the first six 
months of this year. 
About JD _ 137.5 milt 
lion worth of goods 
went through the Zarqa 
Free Zone, this is more 
than 56% of the total 
value. . 



exporters stress 
of Saudi market 


By Ilham Sadeq ' ' 

Star staff mixer ' 

THERE IS no doubt that the 
Gulf markets play a vital role in 
supporting Jordanian exports, 
which in turn provides badly 
needed revenue tor ■ :ihc 
Kingdom. 

Jordan’s trade exchange with 
the Glllf countries suffered 
| Sready following the Gulf war 
in 1990. blit, recently, there 
have been signs that, the level 

of exchange has returned to its 

jw»-1990 levels. ■ 

The Saudi market, for 
instance, is proving' essential 
for the promotion of local pro¬ 
duce, - and. stronger economic 
relations between the two coon- 
tries can. bode well for . the 
future. - 

Realizing the importance of 
SandL madeet-r-second in raids, 
after Iraq—the Jordan Export 
Development and Commercial 
Centers Company (JEDCO) 
organized, a seminar recently to 
allow Jordanian manufacturers . 
to become acquainted with the 
conditions /necessary before 
exporting to Saudi Arabia. The 
o ne-day symposium which was 
co-sponsored by the Ammon 
Shipping and Transport Co. 

ST ,!Co.) highlighted the 
technical standards and specifi¬ 
cations required by the Saudi 
Standards ." Organization 



(SASO). before allowing goods 
to enter into Saudi Arabia. 

To facifitaie die process of 
inspection and survey on Jorda¬ 
nian goods exported to the 
Saudi markets, the Intenek 
Testing Services (ITS) has 
appointed an office for SASO 
through the AST Co. 

AST s Managing Director 
Ibrahim Naouri tola The Star, 
The establishment of this 
office is meant to solve the 
problems toeing Jordanian 
manufacturers interested in the 
Saadi market, and it is author¬ 
ized to carryout all inspection 
and survey certificates and doc- 


Jordanian exports could be in for a pleasant surprise 



Egyptian Prime Minister Kamal Canzouri (R), accom¬ 
panied by 'his Economic Minister toussef Boutros- 
Gfcadv toTzife df the opening session of a Euromoney 
. conference, 15 September: In an interview with Reu¬ 
ters^ Ghati said. Egypt wets “committed to privatizing 
its state-owned telecom utility and' big financial insti¬ 
tutions” Remm 


umems which were previously 
done through the ITS regional 
office in Sharqa, United Arab 
Emirates.’’ 

Authorized to provide all 
documents required by the 
Saudi government. Jordanian 
exporters will save time and 
effort by avoiding delays in the 
arrival of goods arising from 
customs and inspection. This is 
all included in the International 
Conformity Certification Pro¬ 
gram (ICCP) highlighted by 
Conrad De Souza, SASO/ICCP 
Technical Coordinator, who 
told representatives of 150 Jor¬ 
danian industrial companies 
attending the seminar that the 
program includes pre-shipment 
instructions related to inspec¬ 
tion and tests concluded on con¬ 
signed cargos. 

There are 66 items in the 
ICCP, and includes items such 
as toys, electronics, electrical 
instruments, cars, and chemi¬ 
cals,” Mr Naouri said. 

Fior his part, Mr lan H. 
Betenson, general manager of 
Foreign Trade Supervision 
(FT'S), said that the Amman 
office was founded in coopera¬ 
tion with JEDCO and AST, to 
^simplify die. process, of export- 
jpg„gq$s Jto Saiif^A^i.jn 
'compliance with SASOspecifi- 
cations an<t standards 
conditions. 

Betenson, who is also the 
genera] manager of the SASO 
regional office in Sharqa. 
stressed that the standard of the 
quality of the Jordanian indus¬ 
trial products is so advanced 
that they can compete on many 
levels. 

The first of its kind in Jor¬ 
dan, tire seminar focused on 
providing free access for the 
country’s local industrial 
exports to all international mar¬ 
kets, The challange for quality 
is essential, since we are mov¬ 
ing towards the establishment 
of a free trade zone area by the 
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OLE Holdings hosts Land 
Rover’s fiftieth challenge team 


LAST 1 August, a breathtaking 
expedition from the borne of 
Land Rover reeled off. Using 
specially designed- and highly 
distinctive Land Rover free- 
landers, the Fifty 50 challenge 
t«im began, the first, of four 
separate 1 legs from the factory 
gates in Solihull. The team, 
made up of 30. volunteers, all 
from very diverse walks of life 
within the Rover. Group has. 
spent 18 months prior to tbe‘ 
expedition^ planning what will, 
be a mammoth 20.000 mile 
journey starting at the U.K. and 
finishing in South Africa. 1 

The fifty 50 challenge team 
frag the combined aims of cele¬ 
brating . Land Rover’s - 50th 
anniversary, .showing what the 
Free kinder can dp and at the 


same time raising a s ubstan tial 
sum of money for UNICEF. 

For weeks, the separate leg 
teams have been attempting to 
reach their challenge target of 
50 countries in 50 days, rang¬ 
ing from the emotive beauty of 
Norway's Northern cape to the 
blistering beat of Saudi Arabia 
and finally completing the 
-challenge in Cape Town. The 
teams have made use of every 
aspect of their intensive train¬ 
ing for the event - 

In Jordan, Ole Holdings Ltd. 
hosted the Land . Rover team 
and sponsored a humanitarian 
cam paign to raise fends for 
UNICEF for the benefit of 
underprivileged children 
worldwide. 

Jordan was the 35ifa stop for 


the fifty 50 Challenge Team. 
The team arrived in Jordan 
from Syria on Friday, Septem¬ 
ber 4th and left the next day. 
After visiting several countries 
in Europe, the team visited 
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan. Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman 
and the United Arab Emirates 
before moving on to Africa. 

The Fifty 50 challenge is 
fully supported by Land Rover 
and will have local interna¬ 
tional press and broadcast 
coverage. 

So enthusiasts can keep up 
with the later stages of the 
challenge. Land Rover has a 
website on 

www.landdrover.eom/LR50.B 
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beginning of the year 2005—as 
the world becomes an ever 
shrinking village. 

“After trade was liberalized, 
the challenge today is (he tech¬ 
nical obstacles and not the cus¬ 
toms ones, so we intend to go 
through the EU-Jordanian part¬ 
nership agreement, and we are 
planning to organize seminars 
on regular basis in order to 
make local manufacturers 
aware of the importance of 
standards and high quality in 
upgrading our output and 
enhancing domestic exports." 
said Mr Moayad AI Samman, 
director of Exp ort D evelopment 
Department at JEDCO. 

Mr Samman added that the 
seminar held at JEDCO Iasi 
week is a continuation of the 
activities sponsored by the com¬ 
pany to promote industrial 
products and help Jordanian 
exporters overcome difficulties 


facing their expons to the out¬ 
side markets, mainly the neigh¬ 
boring ones." He also shares 
Mr Naomi's view that the 
accredited office in Amman 
will save exporters time and 
effon. 

Ms Sehrab Arrar. attending 
the seminar on behalf of Leizer 
Industrial Group, which manu¬ 
factures gas lighters, told The 
Star that as a company inter¬ 
ested in promoting its exports 
to Saudi Arabia, “We look for¬ 
ward to comply with the 
requirements of the interna¬ 
tional standards conformity 
program." 

Available data about the vol¬ 
ume of the trade exchange 
between Jordan and Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, indicates that Jordanian 
exports to Saudi Arabia totaled 
JD 45.3 million ai the end of 
last June, while imports were 
at JD 53.8 million.B 
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Jordanian private sector 
cooperation with Israel 


denies 


THE AIM of the annual Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA» summits is to strengthen ties between all nations 
in the Arab Ikorld, by lifting economic embargoes and con¬ 
solidating commercial ties. 

However, since 1994 and the signing of the peace treaty. 
Israel has been participating in the MENA summits. Some 
Arab nations have voiced strong disapproval to (his new 
relationship, whilst others have gone further and actually 
boycotted the summits. The common viewpoint is that the 
consolidation of imer-Arab relations is more important than 
normalizing ties with Israel. 

The MENA conference, which was convened in Qatar 
last year, was a prime example. Egypt and Syria boycotted 
the event, protesting against the participation of an Israeli 
delegation. Some analysts said that Qatar would be the lust 
MENA summit, because of the rising tensions tn the region. 
The situation has not changed much since then. A recent 
Israeli radio broadcast said that a joint Jordaniun-Isracli 
Chamber of Trade had been established to enhance commer¬ 
cial and economic cooperation between the two countries. 
This was met by uproar from leaders of the Jordanian Busi¬ 
nessmen Federation. To further reassure people, the Cham¬ 
ber of Trade and Industry fell it was necessary to com¬ 
pletely deny the news, saying it was 'false’ and ‘baseless.’ 

However, the idea is not new. The establishment of a 
joint regional business council comprising Jordan. Palestine. 
Egypt and Israel was first proposed during the Amman 
MENA summit of 1995. 

Speaking on behalf of the Federation of Jordanian Cham¬ 
bers of Trade (FJCTi. Mr Haidar Morad denied that pres¬ 
sure had been imposed on the private sector to approve the 
formation of a joint regional council. “The Federation's 
stance was clear from the beginning. I think that the news is 
targeted at distorting the image of the private sector in Jor¬ 
dan, but our economic relations are dependent upon 
progress in the peace process. We are always keen to bolster 
trade exchange and investment cooperation with the Pales¬ 
tinians." Morad added. 

A similar stance was made by the Jordanian Businessmen 
Association (JBA). Mr Hamdi Tabbaa reiterated that “the 
Association refuses to meet with any Israeli delegation, so 
long as it does not respect its commitments to the peace 
accords, and continues to interfere with the free and easy 
exchange of goods between Jordan and the Palestinian 
leni lories." 

The Chairman of Amman Chamber of Industry. Mr Khal- 
doun Abu Hassan, also felt it was necessary to deny the alle¬ 
gation in the radio broadcast. “The report on Israeli Radio is 
null and void, and we stress that priority should be given to 
inter-Arab relations, especially with our Palestinian broth¬ 
ers,” Hassan said. 


The new Grand Hyatt (Amman) 

Soft opening on 1st December 


!>: r Jit. i 

AMMAN —On I December 
the Grand Hyatt (Amman)— 
Middle East's first Grand 
Hyan—will open its doors to 
the public. It will be a welcome 
addition to the tourism and 
business infrastructure of 
Amman, and will be warmly 
received by the Jordanian 
community. 

The hotel is located in the 
heart of Amman's business 
and diplomatic district, with 
good links to the Exhibition 
and Conference Centre. 

Perched on a slope, the hotel 
has a dazzling panoramic view 
of the city. 

Hie hotel’s remarkable 
facade is graced with rosy 
tones, intricate designs and a 
stunning entrance gate—all 
designed to reflect the ancient 
city of Petra. Exquisite works 
of ait adorn walls and spaces, 
imparting the rich heritage of 
local artists and craftsmen 
throughout the hotel. 

During the soft opening, the 
hotel will have approximately 
120 elegant guestrooms and 
three food and beverage outlets 
in its inspiring lobby. The 
Grand Cafe offers a splendid 
selection of popular interna¬ 
tional dishes, and local favor¬ 
ites are served throughout the 
day at this panoramic indoor/ 
outdoor cafe. 

At the L'lncontnx you can 
watch the Italian specialties 
being cooked before your eyes 
in the woodbuming oven and 
exhibition kitchen—-a show¬ 
case for luscious Mediterra¬ 
nean cuisine. The restaurant 
also features a charming out¬ 
door terrace and a private din¬ 
ing room for business and 
social dinners. 

At the Oryx Bar, you can 
relax to the strains of live piano 
music, with a long cocktail or 
fine cognac, all in front of a 
cozy fireplace. 



A view of the Hayatt Ammam 


By January 1999, 316 ele¬ 
gant guestrooms will be availa¬ 
ble. including 9 Junior Suites. 
4 Executive Suites. 2 Prince 
Suites and one Royal Suite. AH 
the axjtns are luxuriously 
appointed and designed to pro¬ 
vide supreme comfort and 
modern conveniences, includ¬ 
ing individual climate control, 
direct-dial phones with voice 
mail fax line/modem points, 31 
channel satellite TV, hair¬ 
dryers and valuable safes. 

The two floors of the 
Recency Dub accommodation 
form a “hold within a hold" 
offering the highest level of 
personalized hospitably and 
service. Guests may relax in 
the private lounge, while rel¬ 
ishing the magnificent views. 


enjoy complimentary Buffet 
breakfast, a light snack or eve¬ 
ning cocktails. 

A further three food and 
beverage outlets will form an 
exciting addition to Amman’s 
nightlife. JJ Mahoney's—the 
casual and fun Entertainment 
Centre—will feature live 
music, dynamic entertainment 
activities, a tasty Tapes menu, 
a video wall and high-tech 
audio-visuaJs. At the Indo- 
chine. East meets West in a 
mosaic of exotic Vietnamese 
tastes, classic French flavours 
and a courtly colonial design. 
There is a private dinning room 
for business or social dinners. 
The Deli shop, meanwhile, will 

offer sensational home made 
salads, imported cheeses and 



A guided tour for journalists 


freshly baked bread. 

The Grand Hyan (Amman) 
offers a variety of versatile 
meeting, banqueting and con¬ 
ference fadlities unsurpassed 
in the rily. and is ideal for busi¬ 
ness or social occasions. 

A 970 square metre Grand 
Ballroom seats up to 1000 
guests and is divisible into 
three separate, soundproof sec¬ 
tions. The ballroom opens into 
a lush garden courtyard provid¬ 
ing a quaint area for pre- 
ftinction activities. A junior 
ballroom, meeting and board- 
rooms serve as flexible venues 
for a multitude of occasions. 

Club Olympus—the sophis¬ 
ticated health club and spa- 
houses a fully equipped gyre*, 
aerobics studio, massage and 
pampering treatment rooms, 
sauna, Jacuzzi, indoor and out¬ 
door pool. 

The Business Centre has 
expert staff to help its guests to 
stay in touch with a wide rangfc 
of communications, secretarial 
and support services. 

Grand Hyatt (Amman) wifi 
accommodate business, leisure 
and incentive travelers froift 
around the world, while at the 
same time it will become the 
meeting place for local Jorda¬ 
nian people and expatriates 
alike. We invite you to confc 
and experience the Hyatt inter¬ 
national way of hospitality. - 

There are 17S Hyau hotels 
and resorts around the world. 
Hyatt International, through 
its subsidiaries, operates 5*1 
hotels and 17 resorts in >2 
countries, with additional & 
hotels under development 
Hyatt Hotels Corporation. la 
separate company, operates 
107 hotels and resorts in tip 
United States, Canada and the 
Caribbean. Hyan is also 
accessible through the Internet 
at www.hyatt.com.B 
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Hamas leaders slain by 
Israeli security forces 


Stirs debate 


By Rebecca Trounson 

TATY1BA, West Bank—Two 
leaders of the militant Hamas 
movement who were described 
as “master terrorists" by Israel 
were shot to death by Israeli 
security forces in a daylight raid 
on an isolated West Bank hide¬ 
out. last week. 

The men. brothers Adel and 
• Imad Awadallah. were leaders 
of the secretive military wing of 
the Islamic group and had been 
sought by Israel for planning 
and participating in attacks that 
killed five Israelis and wounded 
more than 50 others. Adel Awa¬ 
dallah. 31. had topped Israel's 
most wanted list in the West 
Bank. 

Israeli officials said they 
hoped that the deaths of the 
Awadallahs. who were slain last 
Thursday but whose identities 
were not announced until the 
next day, will cripple, at least 
for 3 while. Hamas' ability to 
launch attacks against Israel. 
The group is violently opposed 
to the Israeli-Palesdnian peace 
process and has tried to scuttle 
it with suicide bombings that 
have claimed dozens of Israeli 
lives in the last five years. 

But Hamas immediately 
vowed to avenge the killings 
with violence that will shake 
Israel “like an earthquake.'' 
Leaflets circulated at a Hamas 
rally in the Gaza Strip said it 
would retaliate with attacks 
reminiscent of a devastating 
series of bombings that fol¬ 
lowed Israel's 1996 assassina¬ 
tion of the group's master 
bomb-maker, Yehiya Ayash. 
,:i And throughout the West Bank, 
>; young Palestinians protested the 
Strothers' deaths by burling 
/.'Stones at Israeli soldiers and 
'shouting for revenge. 

Israel clamped a closure on 
-rfoe West Bank and Gaza, pre- 
-r iventing most Palestinians bom 
j. .crossing its bonders, and 
'ordered security fortes on 
J ’heightened alert- 
I 1 - The latest tensions came as 
.YiU& envoy. Dennis Ross, jvyhfl-, 
..‘,airived in the regioij.'Wednes-. 
' day, met with both sides to try 
■' 'again to hammer out a deal for 
''■an Israeli troop withdrawal from 
esmore of the West Bank in 
exchange for concrete steps by 
the Palestinians to crack down 
- , ' l on Hamas and other extremists. 

There were no reports of a 
-^■breakthrough. and Ross' 
_ [r already herculean task appeared 
' even more difficult in the wake 
f!l bf the killings. The Palestinian 
^Authority joined Hamas, its fre- 
i: jquent nemesis, in condemning 
the Awadallahs' killings, and a 
. senior Palestinian official, 
‘ !, '-Ahmed Abdel-Rahman, 

described Israel's action as 
i -j “state terrorism.'* 

_: ft But many questions remained 


unanswered after the shootings 
in this tranquil farm community 
west of the city of Hebron, 
including whether Palestinian 
security forces played a support¬ 
ing role in helping Israel kid the 
men. who were wanted by both 
sides, and whether the Israeli 
army was initially unaware of 

who the brothers were, as senior 
officers claimed. 

Israeli reporters said they 
were told by security sources 
that the men's identities were 
confirmed before the attack on 
the hilltop cottage at midafter¬ 
noon Thursday. 

Imad Awadallah. 26. had 
escaped last month from a Pales¬ 
tinian jail in Jericho, where he 
was being held on suspicion of 
killing another Hamas leader. 
Mohiedin Sharif, in March. 
Hamas blamed Israel for 
Sharif's death, bui Palestinian 
officials said he was killed in a 


power struggle within the mili¬ 
tant group. Both Awadallah 
brothers were implicated in 
Sharif s death, but Adel became 
a fugitive and was never 
arrested. 

Relatives of the Awadallahs 
said Friday that they believed 
the Palestinian police allowed 
Imad to escape in hopes he 
would lead them—or the Israe¬ 
lis—to Adel. Their mother. 
Nimeb. angrily blamed the 
men's deaths on Jibril Rajoub. 
who heads Palestinian security 
forces on the West Bank. 

But their father. Ahmad Awa¬ 
dallah. said he was not surprised 
by theirdeaths. “They have 
asked for martyrdom since they 
took this road with Hamas." he 
said. “They did not expect to 
come out alive."! 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 



Imad Awadallah (left), and his brother Adel 




By Rebecca Trounson \ 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM—As new details emerge about 
Israel's Wiling of two Islamic militants, including information 
that they died in a targeted attack, many Israelis are asking 
whether such operations actually halt extremist violence. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu anti military officials 
have said they believe that the de aths . last Thursday of Hamas 
activists Adel and (mad Awadallah dealt a crippfing blow to 
the militant Islamic movement, which has killed scores of 
Israelis. 

But several Israeli analysts and c o mme n tators said they fear 
the killings may profoice only a short period of relative calm. 

“Thtm: nay be a pearierf of firw die nexi wave of cch7^ 

manders for Hamas is equipped and trained," said Menachem 
. Klein, ah expert on Islamic extremism aiBar-Han University's 
Begin and Sadat Center. “I believe the motivation for retalia¬ 
tion wiR be very high, oot only because die Awadallahs were 
killed, but because of tbe way they were laded They wot 
executed." . 

Danny Rubinstein, a respected journalist who has long cov¬ 
ered Palestinian issues for. the Haaretz newspaper, wrote'in a 
column Monday that the movement's leadership is likely to 
view Israel’s action as demanding “a response from Hamas in 
the form of an attempted terror attack~A lack of response will 
. be interpreted as incompetence on the part of a movement that 
has been considerably weakened" . 

Other experts, however, argued That die chance go hah even 
a single attack gave Israel no choice ian tbcany oui such an 
operation. . - 

The Awadallah brothers were "very dangerous people," said 
Yigal Garmon, who served as anti-terrorism adviser to two 
Israeli prime tmnisiEXS. “Ifwe had left diem alive, they could 
have carried out many more terror attacks against us." - 

A debate over the effectiveness of strikes against extremist 
organizations also em erged after die US attacks against targets 
in Sudan and Afghanistan in response to the bombings of US 
Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. Israel strongly supported 
the US action. 

Adel Awadallah was considered a top leader of the under¬ 
ground military wing of Hamas, known as The ImA in al- ■ 
Qassem brigades: his brother was ins chief assistant. They 
were killed in an operation carried out by the Israeli army and 
an elite border police squad at ah isolated farmhouse in the 
hills west of Hebron. 

. The army said initially that it discovered only after .die raid 
that the dead men were foe Awadallahs. They were wanted in 
connection with several snacks in Israel, mchK&ng last year’s 
deadlybombiiigataTel Avivcafe . 

But Maj. Gt^ Nfosbe Yaalon, wbo heafc the Israefi army’s 
central comrnantL which -includes the West Bank, later 
changed the official-account. Yaalon said the owner of the 
house, & Hebron businessman,, firfd foe fsraefis before I bey 
stormed foe building lhat the occupants were mdeed the fes¬ 
tive brothers.. ^ . - . . : 

-Although officials also said at first that-foe men were shot 
during a • V' '■ ' '•• • . 

confrontation^^ Israeli forces^ Yaalofr Sakl the Awadal¬ 
lahs were tak^j^^srirprUe and killed before they could fire 
back with ihe=ri&p]s had automatic weapons each was wear¬ 
ing. The gcnei^saSLije gave foe eritef Jt& Haunch' the attack 
alter the ovroer.vwhq was arrested te&vsg fob houses told foe 
Is raelis that foeS irieti had just, eaien .and were preparing to 
Asleep. > .'•/;£>?^.iv- . 

.. 1 “the order wrctoTcy t$ forest drem (but) in the end, we 
couldn't do 

'. that” wfthout ^^ng fcraefilives, Yaatoa said in a briefing. 

tojsrastent 
played a rolrjm pp ing 

.. An army spoke^i^m an^'ofoer senior officials denied that 
the Palestijrians4^^ed rn foe operation. Yaalon stud he could 


Palestinian demonstrators bum American and Israeli flags on the top of a symbolic coffin with the words “Oslo accords” written on it 13 September, 
during a protest against continuing the peace process with Israelis. Some one hundred Palestinians held the protest on the fifth anniversary of the Sep¬ 
tember 13,1993 Oslo peace deal that was signed on the White House lawn with then Prime Minister Rabin, Yasser Arafat and US President Bill Clin¬ 
ton. Reuters 
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Afghanistan caught in tug of war 


. By Pamela Constable 

ISLAMABAD. Pakistan— 

Afghanistan, once a bloody 
battlefield of the Cold War. is 
becoming deeply embroiled in 
’a high-stakes rivalry between 
/-'two regional powers—Iran and 
-.rPakistan—for influence over 
. that fractious stale at the cross- 
'. roads of Central Asia. 

Tensions in the region have 
i J’been escalating rhetorically by 
the day —and could explode 
? >r into military conflict—because 
‘ 'of the killing of nine Iranian 
'-^'diplomats during intense civil 


warfare in northern Afghani¬ 
stan last month. Furious aL 
Afghanistan's foot-dragging 
on the matter. Tehran staged a 
massive military exercise 
along the Afghan border last 
week and has since said it will 
send 200,000 troops there, 
warning that the threat of 
armed conflict is now “very 
huge and widespread." 

But the diplomats' deaths 
are only one flash point in a 
much broader rivalry for eth¬ 
nic and religious dominance, 
economic advantage, geo¬ 
graphic access and interna¬ 


tional influence that has split 
Afghanistan into Iranian and 
Pakistani spheres of influence. 
Until now. that influence has 
been largely covert and unac¬ 
knowledged. but developments 
are fast causing knuckles to be 
bared on all sides. 

“This marks a return to the 
regionalization of the Afghan 
conflict which we have not 
seen since 1979.” when the 
Soviet Union invaded Afghan¬ 
istan. said Rifaat Hussain, a 
professor of international rela¬ 
tions at the University of 
Islamabad. “1 don't think Iran 


» 





‘.Iranian helicopters fly over a column of tanks participating in the military manoeuvres 
J ^held near the Afghanistan border September 2. Iran's Ground Forces Commander, Brig - 
OJ ‘ adier General Abdolati Pourshasb, said September 12 in a news conference in Tehran, 
“Our policy is defensive. We do not intend to commit aggression against any country — 
->.? but we ore r eady to answer any move by the Taleban with full power.” Pourshasb also 
said that Iran would hold another military exercise near Afghan border in late Septem - 
1 f her. Reuters 



will do anything rash, but the 
relationship between Iran and 
Pakistan has unraveled, and all 
of its contradictions are now 
coming into play." 

Both Iran and Pakistan, 
which only months ago were 
working together to promote 
reconciliation among Afghans, 
have openly .accused each 
other of providing military and 
intelligence support to various 
Afghan factions. Each has 
charged the other with engag¬ 
ing in a cynical bid for eco¬ 
nomic and political hegemony 
in the region, backing opposite 
sides in the snuggle between 
the radical Taliban movement 
and its opponents ro obtain 
control over strategic commer¬ 
cial routes and oil and gas 
pipelines into the neighboring 
former Soviet republics of 
Central Asia. 

The Pakistani-backed Tali¬ 
ban has gained the upper band 
in the past two years, seizing 
control of almost all of 
Afghanistan. The factions 
opposing the Taliban—a dis¬ 
parate alliance backed by Iran 
—have vowed to keep fight¬ 
ing. but they have been effec¬ 
tively defeated in all but three 
of Afghanistan's 32 provinces. 

One of ihe Taliban's most 
significant battlefield victo¬ 
ries—last weekend's capture 
of the town of Bamiyan. a key 
opposition stronghold— 
reflected not only the Tali¬ 
ban's increasing dominance 
over its opponents but also the 
heightened tension between 
the two sides' backers. 

Taliban officials accused 
Iran of providing military sup¬ 
port to foe 

opposition forces; Tehran 
radio accused Pakistan of 
sending its air force to bomb 
the city in support of the Tali¬ 
ban's advance and said Iran 
was holding Pakistan responsi¬ 
ble for what it termed war 
crimes at Bamiyan. Pakistan 
has denied that accusation and 


previous allegations of direct 
involvement in the Afghan 
conflict. 

Also fueling the volatile sit¬ 
uation are ethnic and religious 
rivalries 

between the Taliban, who 
are Sunni Muslims of Afghani¬ 
stan's dominant Pashtun ethnic 
group, and the opposition fac¬ 
tions, many of which represent 
other ethnic groups or include 
Shiite Muslims. Iran, a Shiite 
Muslim state, has a strong 
interest in promoting that sect: 
Pakistan, one of the Taliban's 
few international allies, is 
about 80 percent Sunni 
Muslim. 

“There is no doubt that 
Pakistan has a deep strategic 
involvement in Afghanistan 
now. The Taliban are their 
Trojan horse," Hussain said. 
At the same time, he added: 
“There is now strong circum¬ 
stantial evidence that Iran has 
been arming the Shiites. These 
tensions are sectarian as well 
as economic." 

The slayings of foe Iranian 
diplomats, apparently at the 
hands of the Taliban, have 
raised the possibility that Iran 
might directly intervene in 
Afghanistan. In the past week. 
Tehran has issued a bewilder¬ 
ing mix of restrained and bel¬ 
ligerent statements, with some 
leaders vowing vengeance for 
the diplomats' killings and 
army officials saying they are 
prepared to give Afghanistan 
“a beating." Today Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, commander in 
chief of Iran’s half-million- 
strong armed forces, put foe 
military on high 

alert, according to the Reu¬ 
ters news agency. 

Pakistan, on the other hand, 
has given no indication that its 
forces would become directly 
involved in such a conflicLji 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Ayebarc Adonia . 

■he committee guiding the ibr? 
tunes ofUjpmda’s mainrebd group 
is twifiwial on two counts. Firet of 
all, its members—three Americans, 
two Sudanese, two Chinese arid 
one Congolese--*** all foreign, 
ondl^ they belong to another world. 
Fighters of the Lord’s Resistance 
Array (LRA), led by fbr- 
mer altar boy Joseph 
iraii I Kony, say they are in reg- 

yiPAUI ular contact with at least 

eight named spirits as 

y wage war against the government. 
foweri Museveni. . 

Such is foeimportance of these spirits 
rc LRA’s thatKony devotes . 

time to communicating^ 
q>retingth€aranswers. When it comes 
ombat, Kony kls foeLRA’s coraman- 
B and young filters fete the wdl- \ 


they bum. This routine reportedly en¬ 
ables him to talk to the council of spirits 
and detennmevdnch strategies to take. 

Superstition also plays a role in de¬ 
cisions made, lower down’the LRA’s 
diam ofcommand—its high command 
meets on selected sacred hills which 
have springs of water that. Sow even in 
..the thy season. ; 

' For the young recruits who are not ■ 
part of the inner circle that determines 
the interpretation of the spiritual world, 
fhu feith in superstition can be expen¬ 
sive. Many have been mowed down by 
marking guns they charged under the 

misguided befiefthat, thanks tothe spir¬ 
its, smearing themselyes with p lant oils 
confera immunity from bullets. Some 
new LRA recruits are now deserting, 
saying that spirits do not work. 

Thcreis certamiy evidence fosupport 
fodrdoubts*bothm the current casual- 


rectidns—despite the feet the president of 
the spirit council is Sudanese. 

Perhaps to compensate for the grow¬ 
ing skepticism, the LRA has relaxed its 
ban on sex, smoking and drinking of al¬ 
cohol. Me mb ers regularly abduct young 

: girls whom they turn—forcibly— 

into wives. Previously, Kony 
had insisted that his fighters 
must abstain. He still de¬ 
mands that they revere 


► The philosophers who sparked Europe’s enlightenment in the 
18 th century were convinced that political freedom and universal . 
access to information would put an end to the pervasive role of 
superstition in human affairs. If they were alive today, they might 
be having second thoughts. In a world where information has 
never traveled so freely and dependence on science is at an all-time 
high, superstition is flourishing in places as diverse as Moscow 
barbershops, the Ugandan bush and the Internet 


By Alexander PumpiansH 

I T RECENTLY DAWNED Oil me that 1 

don’t go to the hairdresser’s in order 
to have my hair cut. My visits there 
are actually a clumsy pretext for lis¬ 
tening to conversations. 

To achieve my real goal, however, 
means that 1 must forgo fashionable sa¬ 
lons with exclusive services and ac¬ 
knowledged (at least in their own minds) 

me mifreur g“ iu5es whos ? 

FROM duty is to turn your head 

UnMMIW into a masterpiece. Suc- 

ifflww)n cess, for me, means find¬ 

ing the most basic bar¬ 
ber’s shop. 

Why you might ask, exchange hair for 
the right to eavesdrop? Because hair¬ 
dresser, men and women alike, are ide¬ 
al social mediums. While their hand per- 
fonn habitual passes, their tongues sway 
loose. They chatter diligently and inde¬ 
fatigable processing megabytes of the 
most diverse social information—about 
the next-door neighbor, about the Pres¬ 
ident, Boris Yeltsin; about their shop 
manager and the intriguing details of of¬ 
fer in nearby stores; about adventures of 
cinema star and catastrophes; about the 
chances it is going to rain or war is going 
to break out. 

Completely unrestrained 

As an old connoisseur ofbarber shop 
intelligence,! am aware of changes in the 
workings of that most democratic and 
free institution of public opinion. Over 
i the past decade, starting with Mikafl 
Gorbachev’s gbzsnost, it became com¬ 
pletely unrestrained. It has also opened 
1 its doors to superstition ofall stripes and 
I shades. Consider two rece n t vignettes: 


“Look here, girls; it’s a wonder! Do 
you know that you should breathe 
through your right nostril on Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Saturdays, while on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 
you should breathe through your left 
nostril. The Hindus have done it since 

Irmas Tmmpm n rial n 

“It was horrible! A Gypsy woman ap¬ 
proached me in the street and offered me 
a real overcoat made from the fur of a 
monkey—fresh from Africa, shedaimed. 
I was fully aware of fraud, but I 
couldn’t resist myself So I ^■ 

bought that synthetic 
trash, but yesterday the 
astrologer of the day ex- B 
plained everything in 
that TV program The 
Third Eye. Saturn was 
passing through the second 
House. This means for B 
Pisces—this is my sign— 
that money leaks from the 
pocket like water.” 

After hearing the latter snip¬ 
pet, I abandoned my role as observer and 
commented that one should not always 
believe those astrologers. A choir of in¬ 
dignant voices attacked me for my skep¬ 
ticism- Ivan Petrovich’s wife left him ex¬ 
actly at the moment when Saturn was in 
the fourth House in complete conformi¬ 
ty with the forecast, I was informed 

I shut up under the shower of mysti¬ 
cal expressions like “Radical Moon” and 
words than an experienced cryptologist 
would recognize as a corruption of the 
original Vedic. True, I still puzzle over 
what the woman who declared herself an 
Aquarius will do when Saturn will pass 
through the third House; apart from 


money—which does not trouble me in 
the least—her horoscope promises a 
stream of slaves, camels, elephants and 
donkeys. How shall she manage them? 

The new vogue for oriental calendars 
and horoscopes knows no social barri¬ 
ers. Although I have no personal experi¬ 
ence of people malting decisions based 
on horoscopes, explanations like the 
ones chronicled above can be heard even 

---. .. in the most sophisticated company. 

sheckdmed. - However^ there are some peculiarities 
Jut I too. Success is always regarded as 

I something deserved. Misfor- 

tunes are always blamed 
on the luminaries. 

» It is freedom that 

■ legalized superstition 
M and fertilized its spec- 
^B tacular growth. Com- 
m unis m left no room 
B for other superstitions 

for the simple reason that it 
tolerated no competitors. 

Today, queer flowers of astrological 
advice and recommendations are blos¬ 
soming in the press and TV. The realm 
of superstition is routine life, its exami¬ 
nation and exposition everyday enter¬ 
tainment. In a post-communist world frill 
of fortunes and misfortunes, new possi¬ 
bilities and old privations, 
its attraction is unlikely to wane in 
the near future. How else to chart a 
course through such an uncertain 
material world? 


An army fighting in the name of Cod is directed by a (foreign) spirit council 


trees, anthills, riven and rocks—sites 
which are closely associated with the tra¬ 
ditional deities of foe local Acholi. 

The LRA’s leadership is also holding 
out foe promise of a better, machine gnn- 
free future. Presently, LRA fighters are 
quietly collecting spears from foe villages 
in anticipation of foe coming “silent 
world ” According to foe spirit council, 
when this new era arrives all guns in foe 
world will fall silent. Only those who 


and spears will be victorious. 

Unrealistic as these beliefs may seem 
to outsiders, they have a real resonance in 
Uganda. Superstition is commonplace in 
Uganda. Witch doctors advertise their 
services on commercial radio stations. 
Gov ernment officials and human right ac¬ 
tivists are treating witchcraft and other 
forms of superstitions with kid gloves due 
to the fact that it is deeply ingrained in the 
day-to-day life ofmost Ugandans. 


yvi m r l ev- * ^ - 

hike robe, sits on a table arid puts 
his fingersinagfass ofwatertode- 


acted. To determine foe intensity 
fighting, be places dummies of 
Lnd helicopters on a fire kindled 
lack charcoal anil studies foe way 


predecessor, Alice Lakvvena, was defeat¬ 
ed by foe Ugandan army when itpune- 
traed her dannfoata concoction ofhetbs 
smearedon her troops made them bullet¬ 
proof! The LRA’s main backers, foe Su¬ 
danese ~ government, has been urging 
Kony to substitute-proper training in 
modexavrarfarefortlMq^conncfl’sdi- 



Now all we need is plant oil: rebels fighting for the Lord's Resistance Army are often sent 
into battle against Ugandan government forces on the basis of superstitious rituals 


. StiD private 

r So far, superstition is a fact of private 

i lives, not public policy. I remember only 
3 one political scandal in foe post-cozn- 
i m unis t era connected with superstition. 

Three years ago, foe newspaper 
Moscow News published an article about 
General Georgie Rogozin, foe indis¬ 
pensable—but invisible—right band 
man ofYeltsin advisor General Aleksan¬ 
dr Korzhakov. It turns out that Rogozin 
had a collection of hobbies—occult sci¬ 
ences and magic—that helped him carve 
a fantastic career, first in foe KGB and 
then in Yeltsin’s security service. 

To climb the career ladder, Rogozin 
seduced his bosses with promises that a 
scientific breakthrough into foe sphere 
of foe unknown and foe unexplainedwas 
imminent. He, of course, was foe key to 
them knowing about—and exploiting— 
this breakthrough when it happened. He 
also played on their fears, saying that the 
Americans bad foe inside track because 
they had been exploring these phenom¬ 
ena but kept their research secret. And 
they believed him! 

To the best of my knowledge, Ro¬ 
gozin made no breakthroughs. But foe 
geaeraTs other dark and mysterious hob¬ 
bies were made public, especially after 
Korzhakov’s fall and foe banishment of 
his team from foe Kremlin. These in¬ 
volved surveillance and bugging, not 
only of foe President’s political oppo¬ 
nents but his own coDeagues as well, and 
control ofUlegal flows of “political mon¬ 
ey.” Though superstition opened foe 
door to these activities, they do yield to 
a rational explanation. 

It is also possible there is a rational ex- 
planation for the gullibility of Rogpzin’s 
I ►AT THE HELM NEXT PAGE 
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LEAVING IT TO FATE 


Using information technology to connect with the stars 


American astrologers enjoying 


a bull market for their services 
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By Alex Turrsky 

T he stock market's recent dips 
and dives have many Americans 
wondering what the future holds. 
A good number of them are show¬ 
ing more faith in stars than shares, 
dialing their astrologers rather 
than their brokers. 

And perhaps for good reason: it was 
recently reported in the Los Angeles 
Times that Crawford Perspectives , one 
of the nation’s best-known astrological- 
ly-based market riming 
reports, ranked sixth out 
of roughly 100 market 
timing newsletters based 
on die number of times it 
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had accurately predicted the market’s 
direction over an eight-year period. Us¬ 
ing more traditional financial tools to 
supplement his astrological forecasts, 
the newsletter’s author effectively out¬ 
performed most of his rivals. 

This kind of success in the empiri¬ 
cal world is less surprising than it might 
at first appear. Astrology in the US is 
undergoing a revolution, one fueled by 
information technology and personi¬ 
fied by people like Joyce Levine. 

Levine, a Boston-based astrological 
consultant, is entrepreneurial, busi¬ 
ness-minded, decidedly high-tech and 
well compensated for her services. One 
migjht easily mistake her for a corporate 
executive—even her job title has an ex¬ 
ecutive ring to it. 

With an international clientele of in¬ 
dividuals and businesses, the value of 
Levine’s time is definitely in the ascen¬ 
dent. An initial, two-hour consultation 
costs US$200, which is standard for 
the emerging class ofhighly skilled and 
educated astrologers who have provid¬ 
ed believers—an estimated 70 million 
in the US alone—with what they want: 
a reliable, quality product. 

The catalyst for the recent profes¬ 
sionalization of American astrology is 
the information technology revolution. 
'The growing power of personal com¬ 
puters has meant great gains in the 
speed and accuracy of astrologists’pre¬ 
dictions. What Levine calls die “seri¬ 
ous” interpretations of the stars’ effect 
on an a person’s life are based on the 
statistical analysis of individualized na¬ 
tal charts derived from the date, time 
‘and place of birth. 

Until recently, this task was labor-in- 
. tensive. But computers, aided by spe¬ 
cialized software, have made the num¬ 
ber-crunching almost instantaneous. 
They have also removed much of the 
human error. 

“What used to take me several 
hours, I can now do in just a few min¬ 
utes,” says Joyce. Relieved of the need 
to grind out basic data, Levine can 
spend more time on interpretation. 

Computers have opened other 
doors for American astrologers. Sever¬ 
al successful astro-entrepreneurs have 
tapped the potentially huge market of 
Internet users. Sites like Eugenie Dise- 
rio’s Astronet website on America On- 
Line are wildly popular. The AOL-af- 
filiated site serves, on average, 1-2 
million visitors a day, while her smaller, 
independent site, www.astronet.com, is 
host to 1.5 million hits a month. 

That kind of interest has allowed 
Diserio’s online business to balloon, 
bringing m over $1 million in less than 
three years. Her profits come from her 
on-line consultations services (consul¬ 
tations with Diserio’s highest-rated on¬ 
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A wheel of fortune: a quarter of all Americans still rely on astrology to help them make Important decisions 
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line astrologers can run to $350) and 
advertisers who are attracted by the 
heavy traffic through the site. 

Internet astrology offers advice-seek¬ 
ers an almost unlimited choice of rapidly 
available information and contacts while 
preserving the customer’s anonymity. On 
the other hand, the unregulated nature of 
die Internet does mean that profit-seek¬ 
ing novices aren’t constrained by any type 
of quality contzoL 

This last issue is of great importance 
to those who consider themselves main- 
strearo professionals. Levine, the chair of 
the Cambridge Chamber of Commerce’s 
Women in Business Committee, feels 
that the shoddy work and inadequate ex¬ 
pertise of novices distributing astrologi¬ 
cal advice by means of the Internet—or 
even newspaper columns—can have an 
adverse effect on her reputation and that 
of her colleagues, “the people who real¬ 
ly know what they’re doing.” 

The American Federation of As¬ 
trologers (AFA), the dosest thing to an or¬ 
ganizing body for the profession, told The 
WorldPaper that“there realty is noway to 
ensure quality control, since there are no 
state or federal laws requiring licensing of 
astrologers. Anybody can read a book 
and go out there and start a business.” 

But die lack of any regulatory authori¬ 
ty hasn’t stopped the demand for astrolo¬ 
gists’services from growing steadily. More 
and more, those seeking out the stare’ in¬ 
terpreters are profit-seekers, business- 
people are looking for any “edge" they can 
get over their competition. 

Perhaps the best-known service of 
fered by such experts revolves around the 
inherent unpredictability of the stock mar¬ 
ket (unpredictable by conventional 
means, at least). But business astrology is 
not confined to stock market forecasting. 


Because businesses also have a natal chart 

(based on the date and time of their in¬ 
corporation, for example), their future can 
be read in the stars in much the same way 
as that of an individual. 

According to Levine, she has coun¬ 
seled corporate chieftains on such mat¬ 
ters as the most propitious day to in¬ 
corporate, when to schedule a meeting 
with a competitor and when to launch 
a new product. Corporate lawyers, she 
says, seek her advice on what court date 
might be best for them—and, of course, 
w.prst for their opponents. 

Of course, business astrology is still 
more the exception than the rule; Levine 
says that a good portion ofher clients are 
individuals who are most interested in 
hearing about their personal life. These 
individuals’queries tend to center on the 


classic triad of “health, wealth, and ro¬ 
mance” that are die staples on the con¬ 
ventional newspaper horoscopes. 

But whatever its uses, interest in as¬ 
trology is defying skeptics. A recent poll 
published in the Tankelovich Monitor 
Minute indicated that the percentage of 
American adults who say they believe 
“somewhat” in astrology has risen from 
17 percent to 37 percent since 1976. 
Roper polk have alromdicated that ooe- 

i jiar tw of American 8 admif th ey ^ ag - 

trology to help them make decisions. 

Perhaps the time has come to set up 
a mutual fund specializing in astrology 
shares. © 


Under tfee country’s penal code, the- 
p unishment for witchcraft i« banishment ’ the Italian missionaries who operated 


Alex Tiers ky, a former WorldPaper 
INTERN, WRITES ON SOCIAL ISSUES 

from Boston and Strasbourg. 


of die perpetrator from his or her home 
and village. However, constitutional 
lawyers are challenging the law—which 
dates from the colonial days when any 
competition with Christianity was 
frowned upon—on the groundsit contra¬ 
venes the new constitution’s protections. 
f oe freedom ofworship- 

Women are the usual suspects when 
it comes to die perpetrators of witch¬ 
craft,which is die major form of super¬ 
stition, because of traditional African 
belief that they are specialists in herbs 
and other traditional medicine. 

The strength of superstition’s grip on 
Ugandacanbegangedfiom the ease with 
which foreign spirits and practices are ac¬ 
cepted. None of the LRA’s spirit council 
areUgandan,and Lakwena was said to be 
inspired by the spirit of a saintly Italian 


throughout northern Uganda when he 
w£s growing 15 ) there. Kony now’ claims 
he wants to replace Museveni’s regime 
with one based on the Biblical Ten Com¬ 
mandments.® 
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superiors—lads, of exposure to supersti¬ 
tion. There was, of course, always room 
for prejudices and superstition in the So¬ 
viet Union, but their spread was hin¬ 
dered by two key factors: good, univer¬ 
sal education and a bad, universal 
ideology. 

On the ideological side, Marxism 
rejected religion, demystified history 
and mankind and declared itself the 
acme of rational thinking. This view 
was imposed by the succession of So¬ 
viet leaders with the entire force of their 
propaganda and the propaganda of 
their force. Its existence could not be 
questioned under the threat of the Gu¬ 
lag. Only sacrifices could and must be 
made in its name. 

Ironically, as a practice Marxism 


was, perhaps, the greatest superstition 
in the history of mankind—you only 
have to consider Lenin’s mausoleum: 
the leader’s holy relics exhibited for 
the veneration by atheists in the Red 
Square outside the Kremlin which 
have rested their during the entire 20 th 
century! 

Will the new superstitions be as dam¬ 
aging to Russia as the Soviet non-super- 
stitions? Probably nOL Superstition 
flourishes in two types of society: exces¬ 
sively poor and excessively rich. Russia 
does not belong to the latter type but, 
fortunately enough, the sheer poverty of 
communism lies in the past © 
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17 SEPTEMBER 1998 ,E 

By Ghassan Joha 
Special to The Star 

of A 'STe 8 to ” *? 5 en,raI conc "” 

n »^ n wSSfiSHr- ,s 

greatly affecrftri £*T nUD,her - «•*. «« 

c«r w ^lS , ^ i “ ^. : 

** ' 

mentaTnofl^ri ™H<*tor of environ- 

mental pollnnon, and in this respect. thev ar* 

sl&iS nrr;- of th ' ieve ^° f w<Sver. 

®i*y In me natural habitat. ■ 

iJSwWhi^w ? an A C0 , D - ntries which Jias a 
T Cl °? T b,odiv «ity- According 
2,£2f? Intematonal (BI), the Kingdom® 

nS nme u taI s y stems provide a nat- ' 

“™ breeding ground for more than 380 differ¬ 
ent bird species, due mainly to the country's 

's&issr*’- «**-*. bi °*“ ■ 

The BI was founded in England in 1927 ‘ 

rv.»^n tS ft , 0n l^? of **« International 
&PP3J ^red Preservation, and operates • 
trnough a global network of partners and wild- 

life-canog associates. Her Majesty Queen Noor 

is me honorary president of the BI programs in 
Jordan. 

Despite, the .work of the BI, 10 bird species 
, ave ^ come ’ extiDCt “ *e Kingdom over the : 
last 50 years. “Tie main reason for their 
extinction was the widespread industrial devel- •' 
opment, intensive chemo-agricuJture and the 
erosion of forestry. Which has destroyed nara- ’ 
rai habitats,” said Adnan Budeiri, director of 
the BI’s Middle East office at the Royar Soci¬ 
ety for the Conservation of Nature (RSCN). 

He tells The Star that because of Jordan's 
position on die main migration Tonies between 
Africa, Asia and Europey it supports the breed- 


The birds of Jordan 


An eco-system 
under threat 



ing and staging of numerous bird species. 

“Birds,” says Mr Budeiri. “can live and 
reside in different habitat-types of woodland, 

. busbland,. grassland, agricultural, desert, wet¬ 
land and marine. As such, bird habitats and 
migratory routes need a .wide regional 
coordination io overcome the problems ^ 
faced by. biodiversity. 1 * .. Vl 

A widespread understanding 
amongst world governments to con- - j 
serve the environment was shown 
by the 157 countries which signed 
. the Biodiversity Convention at JSk2 Ek --< 
the United Nations* Conference IgM 

. on Environment and Develop- 
meat.in Rio dr Janeiro in June 

The majority of bird spe- . 
cies are concentrated in four ; 
globally important centers of ; 
endemism. These are south- 
east Arabia, Socotra, Mes- 
potamia and the Western 
Himalayas. ' 

The actual number of the 
. Kingdom's, bird population * 

is not yet available, but a. / 

total of 17 sites—covering ■_ // 

an area of about 8500 . ‘fj 

square • kilometres—were 
included in a special inven- 
;tory published by BI in " 

1995!. It identiEed all of the 
Important Bird Areas (IBAs) 
in the Middle East. ■ l^k 

The sites allocated in Jor- 
dan—technically ’ known as 
IS As—are all. over the governo- 
rates, and cover 9-5 peroent of the 
Kingdom. 

• Most of the birds were registered 
according to'comparative data on 
thefr species, like the Raptors, which nBra 
includes; falcons, buzzards, yulrures and 
waterbirds. They can all be classified as ^ 
jnigratory biids..... 

The most common species in Jordan are the 
Dead Sea Sparrow (Passer moabiticus) and the 
Syrian Canary (Serious syriacus). The former 
is .a common resident , around the Dead Sea, 
whilst the latter can be seen in winter around 
Umm Qais, and. are known . as a passage 
migrant birds.. . 

. The Brown Fish-Owl (Ketupa zeylonensis) 
is;also a rare resident aiding-the Yarmouk. river 
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in the north. Budeiri said that, “all these birds 
are under threat of extinction.” The Blue Tit 
(Pares caeruleus), in the north of the country, 
is also under threat because of its low popula- 
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lion rale. 

“All of these birds search for clean, quite 
and pollution-free habitats." Mr Budieri says, 
who adds that, “the conservation of natural 
resources can be approached by protecting 
species from direct threats such as hunting, 
trading or harvesting. This can be made 
effective by legislation and active man¬ 
agement." He adds. “Protection of -.iles 
by designating areas fur the wider 
environments' of birds and natural 
resources is the objective of BI and 
r' />; the RSCN.". 

f ■ The two-year BI study, which 
began in J992. identified more 
than 390 IBAs in the Middle 
y , _• ; East. The object of the study 

was to make people more 
aware of the need to protect 
, • * ■ birds and their habitats, and 

■ . to influence decision makers 

• ' » ‘to adopt national strategies. 

_. _'. T - - y . and to give future priority to 

7. *■ - z bird conservation. 

In order to make people 
■ aware of the importance of 
biodiversity, Jordan named 
^ the Sinai Rosefinch (Carpod- 
_ j F ‘ '. acus Synoicus) as its national 

bird in 1995. It is most com- 
mon in the south, around the 
. - 1 Rum Valley and Petra in 

K particular. 

“Jordan has ratified many 
& ■ international conventions 

regarding bird conservation.” 
adds Mr Budeiri. TTiese include 
the Ramsar Convention for Inier- 
•_ national Conseivation of Wetlands 
jSgjwT; . and Habitats, the Convention of 
WKP* Migratory Species (known as the 

Bonn Convention), as well as the Bio- 
diversi ty Convention. 

Mr Budieri states that many public 
institutions and centers cooperate with the 
* BI and the RSCN in implementing the 
required regulations. 

Most of the IBAs in the Kingdom are pro¬ 
tected by law, and all the important bird habi¬ 
tats are covered, including natural and man¬ 
made wetlands. The majority of them are not 
under any immediate threat, except for the nat¬ 
ural wetlands in Azraq and the Jordan Valley, 
which are subject to water abstraction and pol¬ 
lution problems. 
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Five bird nserve*. in the Kingdom were 
launched hj. the BI and RSCN. They are A! 
Azrau. (Jan.i. Sliumnari. Zuhra and Moujeb. A 
skill reverse in Aqaba i 1 * currently heini 
developed. 

The •jlnhally threatened Imperial Eagle 
lAquila helijca) and Comcake tCrcx ckxi are 
nuw inierarir.e in --inal! numbers. The agricultu¬ 
ral plains helv.eer. Irbid and Madaba appear (*> 
be mipnrlam tcedine and resting areas for the 
Imperial Eagle, ah hi me It they spend must qf 
their lime in the Rifl Valley. ' 

“Laree bird- benefit from the hut-air currents 
in the Rift \ alley, as they can drift ah mg and 
save energy fur the further travels that auait> 
them." Mr Budieri said. 

There are many bird species, such as breed¬ 
ing raptors, sandemusc and larks, that tend not 
to congregate in one particular location, prefer- 
ing a scattered distribution. 

The House Sparrow (Passer domcslicusi. 
Tlirush Nightingale iLuscinia hisciniai and 
While Stiiri. 'Ciomia eieoni.ii are staging or 
inigrani birds, and are seen often in the urban 
and inhabited areas in the Kingdom. Mean¬ 
while. ciiul.ars. quails and partridges (known as 
’Game Birds' i are common during the winter 
months around ilie plains oi ihc Jordan Valley. 

To Loiist-rve these species, it is necessary q* 
consider certain measures to protect their wider 
environments, e.y. agriculture, forestry and 
hunting regulations. 

“Eeo-tourism can play a major role in the 
fight to protect nature." stressed Mr Budeiri. 
He stales that the BI is currently launching var¬ 
ious projects to raise public awareness for bio¬ 
diversity. and the importance of ecu-tourism 
"Jordan. howe\er. is capable of developing ii% 
own eco-tourism projects.” Mr Budeiri contin¬ 
ue:*. "anti most l<irdanians regrettably misjudge 
the importanm of the relationship between 
nature and tourism.” 

He urges everyunc interested in biodiversity 
to visit one o! the IBAs. “Taking suitable 
equipment te.g. binoculars, notebooks». and 
having a RSCN guide on hand, will greatly 
increase your enjoy men!." Mr Budeiri enm- 
mentes.l 
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Cheng Cheng gives birth to twins 
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By Maggie Farley 

CHENGDU, China—The babies were weeks 
overdue, and until hours before their birth, 
nobody even knew for sure if the mother was 
, pregnant But after days of nail-biting and pac- 
~ ing—-by both Cheng Cheng the panda and her 
keepers—the gentte-looking bearlike creature 
gave birth last week to twins. 

Giant pandas, one of die world's fastest- 
fading species, are also among the most mysteri¬ 
ous. The black-and-white China natives are 
called Tivtng fossils” because of the way their 
Breeding patterns have failed to evolve. Their 
reproductive habits, including a unique “free- 
floating” egg that keeps scientists guessing, still 
perplex experts armed with the most modem 
technology. 

Only about 1,000 pandas are left in the 
world—Cheng Cheng’s offspring increased the 
global pimda population by 0.2 percent—and as 
their natural habitat in China's high-altitude 
bamboo forests shrinks, so do their chances of 
perpetuating the species. 

“Left to their own devices, extinction of the 
panda is inevitable,” says scientist Wang Pen- 
gyan, the deputy director of the Wolong Panda 
Preserve in western China. “Our job is to extend 
the time that pandas will be in the world.” 

. This means everything from artificial insemi¬ 
nation and test-tube babies created from the 
eggs of a dead panda to a new, ambitious 
attempt to clone pandas. Such efforts are exacer¬ 
bating conflicts between environmentalists and 
scientists—and have launched a race between 
cloning specialists East and West. 

Critics say that genetic manipulation should 
be. a last resort. But in the meantime, pandas 
need to work on their chemistry. Not only is the 
female extremely picky about her male, she only 
goes into beat once a year, and then only for 
about 72 hoars-To make matters worse, males, 
especially the ones in captivity, are not known 
for their sexual prowess. Not only are their sex¬ 
ual organs undeveloped —about thumb-sized— 
but they are not always sure how to use them. 

“He may think be knows what he T s doing, but 
' he can’t really tell,” says Zhang Guiquan, the 
assistant director of the Wolong preserve, in 
Sichuan province. “He may try her ear, or 
wherever, until he finally figures it out or she 
gets irritated and walks away,” 

Faced with the pandas’ lack of ardor, Chen 
Dayuan, a professor at the Institute of Zoology 
of the Chinese Academy of Science, is taking 
their survival into his own hand*;. Inspired by 
: Dolly, the sheep cloned in 1996 at the Roslin 
Institute in Edinburgh, Scotland, and the recent 
successful cloning of a cow in New Zealand and 
mice in Hawaii, die embryologist hopes to'use 
. the method to save the endangered species.. 

A patch of.skin taken from the belly of a. 

- panda dating’an unrelated operation will provide 
the cells for cloning But because of objections 
to using the rare pandas as experimental ani¬ 
mals, Chen is attempting a trans-species clon¬ 
ing: implanting-a panda embryo into a surrogate 
mother of another species, such as a black bear.. 
Dolly the sheep and the other successful clones 
were implanted in the some species, 

“Trans-species-cloning has never been done 
before,” Chen says from his laboratory in Beij¬ 
ing. “it’s very difficult to say whether it will 
work.” 

- But even if the Beijing scientists do succeed, 
die results could do more harm than good, crit- 

. fes warn. “Making replicas of existing animals 
may expand the number of pandas but will limit 
the gene pool and disrupt natural selection,” 


concedes U Guanghua, the director of a panda 
breeding center in Chengdu who cautiously sup¬ 
ports cloning. Chen, the Beijing professor, 
argues that the scientists will clone an assort¬ 
ment of pandas to breed with wild ones, which 
will give more of them a chance to mate. 

The Chinese Academy of Sciences, which has 
banned human gene cloning and warned of the 
environmental dangers of cloning animals and 
plants, has dropped its ethical objections when it 
comes to pandas. While the experiments haven't 
sparked a philosophical discussion about man 
taking over the role of natural creation, it has 
generated a debate between naturalists and 
scientists. 

“Cloning pandas is just a publicity stunt," 
says wildlife biologist William Bleisch. who 
advised the Sichuan Forest Ministry on how to 
conserve the pandas' natural habitat. “It distracts 
from the real work to be done, which is preserv¬ 
ing their environment-” 

At the Chengdu Research Base for Giant 
Panda Breeding where Cheng Cheng gave 
birth to her twins (Shi Shi and Dian Dian). 
scientists are doing what they can to help per¬ 
petuate pandas. Together with the Wolong 
Panda Presene, they have had the most suc¬ 
cess in breeding pandas in captivity but have 
yet to release any into the wild, because the 


bamboo forests are quickly disappearing. 

Sichuan’s forests have shrunk by a third, and 
the lack of trees to absorb rainfall and reduce 
erosion has aimed yearly floods into annual 
catastrophes. But the disastrous effects of flood¬ 
ing on the Yangtze River this summer brought 
good news for pandas: a ban on logging in Sich¬ 
uan province where the pandas live. "This, more 
than anything, more than cloning, will help the 
survival of the pandas ” says Chengdu director 
Li. 

But until the forest regrows and pandas can 
once again thrive in the wild, scientists are hedg¬ 
ing their bets. A team at the Chengdu center 
recently plucked eggs from the ovaries of a 
freshly dead female and artificially fertilized 
them. 

“This means we have another source of eges.” 
says the lead scientist, Zhang Meijia. “Even 
though the female was not breeding age. not in 
season, and, uh, not alive, the eggs were still 
viable.” 

Despite all die technological advances, scien¬ 
tists are still in the dark once the pandas male or 
a female is inseminated. “It's nearly impossible 
to tell if they’re actually pregnant." says San 
Diego Zoo public relations officer Barbara 
Ayers, who was on a research exchange at 
Wolong. San Diego is conducting a similar birth 


watch with a female panda who is at least sev¬ 
eral weeks, maybe months, overdue. "Even with 
ultrasound, the fetus is so small it’s like looking 
for a needle in a haystack.” 

One of the reasons it’s so difficult to confirm 
pregnancy is because after the egg is fertilized, 
whether naturally or artificially, it can float 
around the uterus for up to three months before 
embedding in the lining and starting to grow. 
That makes estimating a due date difficult: 
unlike humans and other animals, even detecta¬ 
ble hormonal levels don’t offer a clue. 

The ambiguity bothers the scientists more 
than the pandas, of course. But because newborn 
pandas are so tiny—about the size of the palm 
of a hand—the doctors want to witness the birth 
to keep the babies from being accidentally 
squashed by their lumbering mothers. Twins are 
common—more than half of births—but the sur¬ 
vival of both cubs is not. 

Mother pandas must clutch the tiny babies to 
their breast to nurse, and many find it ton diffi¬ 
cult to hold both cubs and feed themselves as 
well. Minutes after a recent birth in the Wolong 
Nature Preserve, keepers scooped a mewling 
twin out of the way with a long-handled net just 
before the mother would have stepped on it.B 

LA Times- Washington Post News Service 
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Children and Coca-Cola 

THE COCA-COLA plant in 

corned 60 children from Dar Al Bir orpnanage to 
^IpTte in the coc-co.a phut, 

Tie children, ages between 5 and 10, wereaccom- 
panied by chaperones and ‘mothers , and taken °c 
an educational and Tun tour of the plant s facilities. 

SeniTtour guide, Kuba Nu’man, gave anextensive 
presentation on the different, hightech metoods used 
hi creating the world’s most popular soft drmk. 

MotherFadwa Aweidah, activities coordinator for 
Dar A1 Bir, said, “On behalf of Dar A1 Buvand afl the 
children here, I extend my warmest thanks to Coca- 
Cola for inviting us...” 


New gallery 
enthuses art 
among the people 


Qr.iZP 


!)ti 


&% 


4 


Hussein Da ’seh 






• •. • r 

' -v.- 


u 



xj 






0220*^, 

i* It < 



& 


* r> 


' M •*“-*»» < ' •! h. i *' * 

y;- ? v .,,v, 
cl -£&< oV,.it -vA 

xy >'■ yy v; 

v*- . f -i:- ,ry i, \ ^ 


re*. 






A painting of Princess Fakhr A l Nisa 


By Lubna Khader 

Star Staff Writer 

MORE THAN 120 works of Jordanian 
and Arab artists are currently on display 
at the Fakhr A1 Nisa Zeid Gallery; these 
are plastic and geometric abstractions. 
The new Gallery was opened this year to 
strengthen the relations between the arts 
and the people. 

The idea of its establishment came 
from the Ministry of Culture; it attempts 
to increase greater appreciation of the 
arts. The ministry wishes to hold Jorda¬ 
nian and Arab exhibitions for those inter¬ 
ested in understanding plastic art 
because it believes that more can be 
done in supporting the arts in Jordan. 

Because of this, it decided to hold this 
permanent exhibition to promote this 
kind of art. The galleries space covers an 
area of 200 square meters. 

The gallery, which is inside the prem¬ 
ises of the ministry, is named after Prin¬ 
cess Fakhr A1 Nisa who is considered 
the founder of the Jordanian plastic arL 
Princess Fahkr studied art in Dar A1 
Funon in Istanbul, later organizing many 
exhi bition s in America and_Europe._ . .. 

The other purpose - of establishing this 
permanent exhibition is to hold cultural 
and artistic lectures, and to provide a 
new cultural venue for the Jordanian 
public. 

Visitors to the exhibition immediately 
notice that most of the works on display 
belong to Jordanian artists. However, a 
special section is devoted to other Arab 
artists. 

Works on display from this country 
date back to the early 1960s. One of 
these is titled “Faces," painted by 
Mohammed A1 Ameri. He told 7 he Star 
that every face expresses a different 
point of view: his deep emotions and the 
interaction inside him. 

Another painting of an Arab artist, 
Shaddad AI Qahaar from Iraq, also 
attracts attention. It is a painting of legs 
that is essentially about people going to 
different places. 

Refqi Al Razaz. an Egyptian artist, 
painted a woman in a geometrical form. 
At first glance, the onlooker would be 
hard pressed to recognize that it is a rep¬ 
resentation of a woman. 
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And there are sculptures hy Mah¬ 
moud Taha who is one of the Jordanian 
pioneers in the Geld of geometric art. 
One of his sculptures represents a war¬ 
rior bolding a sword and a shell. Other 
sculptures by Ibrahim Arar are of olive 
wood. 

The ministry will organize cultural 
seminars to promote cultural awareness 
among the Jordanian people, and con¬ 
tinue on the same path which was started 
by Princess Faker Al Nisa Zeid. ■ 


Saeed Hadadin 
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0 Art from Amman, art about Amman! 
This painting is one of the many works 
by artist Sabah Al HadidL It is 
about Amman, and is one of a 
collection about the capital 
that the artist painted in the 
early "90s. What is 
distinctive about this 
piece is the style of 
the painting. The 
Syrian-born artist 
decided to use the 
elevation 
technique which 
is one of the 
many methods 
employed by 
today's art . 
schools. The 
painting is 
supposed to be 
a true 

representation 
of Amman. Its 
rich 

architectural 
heritage of 
rows upon rows 
of elevated 
housing portrays 
a dynamic 
bustling city that is 
about different 
residential areas and 
of different ethnic 
groups that is seen 
through mosques and 
churches existing together in 
harmony . Al Hadidi is leaving 
Jordan, which was kis home for 
the last 10 years, and is going back to 
Syriasoon. ' . 
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Exhibitions '. 

■ Paintings by IS artists 
from Egypt. Syria, Iraq, 
Palestine and Lebanon at 
the Al Mashrlq Gallery, 
Shimisarti. It . continues 
until 1 November. 

■ Ad ait exhibition by 
Rula Shukairy at the 
French Cultural Center 
started on 1 September. 
The exhibit deals with the 
phenomenon of light as 
one of. the most important 
issues of life. The event 
ends on 30 September. 

■ Genevieve Hofrnan 
made a survey for French 
artists - and their sites in 
Paris, as the 20th century 
goes by. Starting on 9 Sep¬ 
tember, her- exhibition of 
69 photographs and art¬ 
works will be shown at the - 
Jordan's Plastic Artists’ ■ 
Association in Jebel Weib- 
deh. It runs until 30 

- September. 

■ The Solidarity exhibi¬ 
tion by Palestinian artist' 
Makhodl and..'. Indian 
painter Alnoof: Mitha coh- 
tiinies at the Nationafepal- 
.lery of Fine Arts tin 3 
October. • 

• A joint exhibition- for 
Arab, artists continues at ’ 
the Hamorabi Gallery till 
15 October,-. . 

■ The Summer *98 exhi- 
bition : continues at Darat 
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Al Fuhun. This is an annual 
exhibition of arts and graph¬ 
ics from different Arab art¬ 
ists. Besides the art exhibit, 
there are .many act lectures 
almost everyday. • 

■ There is an exhibition of 
wrought, iron furniture" by 
Jordanian artist ' Saleem 
Bandak at Al Baydar Hall 
in Kan Zaman village. It 
continues til 17 September. 

Films 

_ J Water World, a science 
fiction movie • starring 
Kavin Costner and Denis 
Dennis Hoffer, is showing 
at the American Center, 
today, 17 September at 5 
pm . 

Seminars 

‘American Polities, and 
the Middle East’ is a lecture 
i s l £ ein S presented by 
Judrth Kipper at the Ameri¬ 
can Center on 22 Septem¬ 
ber. Ms Kipper is the Co- 
Director of the Middle East 
Studies Program at the Cen¬ 
ter for Strategic and Inter¬ 
national Studies;. 'jn 
Washington. ■ 

Also at the Anxaicaii 
Center on 23 September, is 
a lecture ntfed ‘New Media, 
New Literacies: Language 

teaching in the age of Infer- 
mahon is presenred bV Dr 
Marie Warschauer ,wim is 
corning from USAJD Cdiro 
especially fe give this lec- 

tore-at.6 pm. ' 
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SATURDAY 
3:(KI—Holy Koran 
3:10—Postman Pat (Cartoon) 
3:30—Clowning Around 
4:00—Neighbors (Drama) 
4:30—Scandi Nature (Doc.) 
5:00—JF ranch Prog. - 
6 :00—Sea Quest 
7rf)p7-N^n®inajp!rendi..,. 
7:15^ft-eacli Plrpg. 

- Tdft—JJewj Headlines 
7 Js-h-Yqu Bet Your Life 
8:00—Cinema, Hn»mg 
8J0—Prism (Talk Show) 
9J0—Sireos (Drama). 
lfcOO—News At Ten 
IDJO— Film: Love Mary " 
“WM^mnbjMnsic 

Sunday 
3:00—Holy Koran ’= 

3:10—Pink Panther (Cart.) 
3120—Pumpkin Patch 
3J0—The Adventures of the 
Black Stallion 

4H)0—American Chart Stow 
5.-00—NBA 

6:00—IfrenchPro g ram 
7:00—News in French •' 

7:15—French Programs 
7J0—News Headlines 
7J5—Life’s Most 
Embarrasring Moments - 
8:00—World Net 
8 JO—Challenges 
9H)0—Renegade (Drama) 
lfcOO—News in English. : 

10:30—The Shadow Trader - 
(MiniSeries,PartJ) ; • 

r-XMmok*^: ; 

SiOO-^flbly Koran ; 

3:10—Highlander (Cartoon) . 
3JO^The€«iiefromI)own 
Under <Di$ma) *-? ';; ■* 


Dr Quinn Medicine Woman, Thursday at 8:30 pm. 



7:15—French Program 
7JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Hope & Gloria 
&00—Perspective " 

8 JO—World Net - 

9 JO—Good Guys, Bad Gays 
l(k00—News at Ten 
10J0—The Shadow Trader 
.XPart2) ... . 

TUESDAY 
3:06—Holy Koran 
3J0—The Pink Panther - 

3 JO—Small Talk (Quiz) 
4r00- L -Ndghbors : 

4 JO—life Choices (Doc.). •' 
5i00—-Royal Blood (Doe.) 




7:00—News in French 
7;I5—French Program 
7JO—News Headfines 
7 J5—Step by Step 
8:00—What Would Yon Do? 
,8J0—Encounter 
9^0—The;Ambassador 
(Mini. Series;. Part 7) 

WhOO—News At Ten 
10J0-—Lonesome Dove 
12.-00— fSm: Marihanen 
Mocndnne 

” WEDNESDAY 
3.-00—Holy Koran 
3:10—-The Adventures of 
Teddy Raxpin 
3J0—Halfway Across The 


THURSDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Animated Hero 
Classics (Cartoon) 

3 JO—Star Runner (Drama) 
4:00—L’Ecoie Des Fans 

4 JO—Bine Water Dreaming 
(Documentary) 

5.-00—NBA Games 
6:15—SHders 
7:00—News In French 
7:15—French Prog, 

7 JO—News Headlines 

7 J5—Family Mattes 

&00—Great Romances of the 
20th Century 

8 JO—Dr Quinn Medicine 
Woman (Drama) 

9:10—Oprah Winfirey 
10 :00—News at Ten 
10 JO— Film: Storniy Monday 
12d)0—Can’t Harry Love 

FRIDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—The Adventures of 
Teddy Raxpin (Cartoon) 

3 JO—The Borrowers 
4:00-^FUm: BigFood 
6:15—Les Cles De Fort 
Boyard (Quiz) 

7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Prog. 

7 JO—News Headlines 


MERCK EDI 
17:00—Ushoata 
19H)0—Le Journal 
19:15—E=M6 
2 (h00—EnvoyS special 

JEUD1 

16:00—L’dcoie des fans 
19.-00—Le journal 
19:15—Magazine 

L’tenfde Coiomb 

VENDRED1 
18:15—Fort Boyard 
19:00—Le journal 
19:15—ADdla Terre 


Jennifer Love Hewitt (from TV's Party of Five) and Sarah Michelle Cellar (Scream 2) 
star with Freddie Prinze, Jr .. Ryan Phillippe and Johnny Galecki in this terrifying tale of 
a body that Just won't stay dead. After an accident on a winding road, four teens make 
the fatal mistake of dumping their victim's body iato the sea. But exactly one year later, 
the dead man returns from his waterv grave, and he's looking for more than an apology. 
From the writer of Scream, / KNOW WHAT YOU DID LAST SUMMER is a “pure 
fright machine (that) scares the hell out of you!" 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 




Al Rabieh near Garfields Restaurant 
Tel: 079 98479. or 079 53280 (Mai * j 

Open daliy from 11:00 —16:00 
18:00 —21 JO 


Original 
Audio 
& Video 
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ACROSS 
1 Statutes 
5 Shopping 
sits 

9 tnefines 

14 Brainstorm 

15 Diva'S Offer¬ 
ing 

16 Separated 

17 tn that case 
IB Beatty Hm 

19 Small groups 

20 Money from 


plantation? 
38 Luminary 

40 Repeatsa 
report 

41 Dawn god¬ 
dess 

42 MCs moutn- 


63 Org. 

64 Spet 


Johnny? 

22 Color 

23 Previous to 

24 Deflghted 
sounds 

25 -Rodeo* tor 
one 

Z7 raw-fa] mass 

29 Tribal group 

31 Inquire 

32 Pushing 
doth 

35 Having as a 
hobby 

36 ActOffl 
Joseph and 
Saffy have a 




43 Book 
47 Torrwo 
sauce 

49 Irutertw'B 
initiate 

51 Butterfly 
catcher 

52 Pouches 

53 Actors 
Susan and 
Tom make t 
short voy- 

onfi'J 


56 LSbvessos 

57 Montreal 

58 remrny’Sgun 

59 Engfe?iP°et 
of old 

60 Suggestive 


61 Saarinen 

62 CoBective 
farm 


DOWN 

I Metric mea¬ 
sures in 
England . 

§•§&■,«! 

4 Dune stuff 

5 Uon-to-tomb 

monte 

6 Spaces . 

7 Toppere 

8 Tiedown 

g Wlckerworic 
material 
10 Calendar, 
won! 

II USA to a 
HavwBan 

12 Comptah 

13 Aves. 

21 Pleasure 

25 FestoheA 

saar* 

29 Adventure 


33 Anchor posi¬ 
tion 

34 Submissive 

35 

•Casabtenca 

'role 

36 Rhythm 


37 ■OWahomaT 
aunt 

38 Champagne 
word 

-38 Kitchen 


42 Sea creature 

44 Weds 

45 Abandon 

46 Office work- 

era 

48 Do. re. etc. 

49 Kinds 

50 Kind-of 


53 WMter _ 
Mare 

54' Former 


55 Takes 

advartageot 
58 Govt-gp. 
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-This Week’s - 

HOROSCOPES 

’ By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: The sun’s in Virgo 
again. Perfection is especially impor¬ 
tant. There won’t be much room for 
.errea: 


Aries (March 21-Aprfl 19). You’re 
hot. Do tbe job perfectly, and you 
conldbe in fbr a nice reward. Money’s 
available but it’s not &om winning the 
lottery. It’s from being excellent in 
what you’re doing. 

Thorns (April 26-May 20). The 
pressure’s intense, bat you're smart 
andgetring smarter. Your sweetheart I 
also feeds you information you need,, 
and provides lots of great ideas. 

Gemini {May 21-June 21). Your 
home can be exactly the way you want 
it,' but it’s going to take work. Ask 
Tnends to hrfp with the hard stuff. 

Cancer (June 22-Jnly 22). An 
older person is irritating, but show 
respect anyway, even if you know 
more than the other person thinks you 
do. 

Leo (July 23-Ang. 22). You’re get¬ 
ting more practical, but sometimes it’s 
a struggle. You'd definitely rather be 
doing something else. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 22). Your 
luck in love, is excellent You migbt 
even.be inspired to. make a forever 
commitment or up the ante on the ore 
you’ve got 

Libra (Sept 23-OcL 23). Your 
mate and your friends seem to know 
what’s best for you, but you might still 
be worried. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). Tbe 
work load is horrible, but gets easier, 
as your-mam comes to your rescue. 
You baveto make that team, however, 
and teach them what to do. 

. Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Do 
yoiir wodc with military precision to 
impress a persnickety boss. Once you 
get into h, you’ll be really good at it . 

. Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’re 
getting a Shove in the right direction 
from a loved one. Thank him or her 
for the encouragement. 

Aquarius .Qbn. 26-Frik 18). You’re 
especially intelligent now, so you 
isb^d be able.to answer foe question 
COTectlyand win foe money. 

. Risen (Feb. 19-March 20). 
Money’s-buming a kde in your pock¬ 
et If you must spend it get a nice gift 
for your mate or the person you’d 
most like to have fill that position. 

‘ If Yon’re Having a Birthday This 
Week: You eah find the money yon 
want this year to fix up yourjiome. 
Decide bow much you need and what 
you’re going to spend it on now. 

Om.ltliRMediiSnhB 


Bridge 

Create An Extra Chance 
By Omar Sharif and Ihnnah Hirsch 
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North-South vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
♦ AQJ9 
V A109 
O 105 2 
+ 973 

WEST EAST 

+ 43 4 K 1087652 

<?KJ2 <2743 

OJ83 0 74 

+ Q J 10 8 2 +4 

SOUTH 
+ Void 
SQ865 
OAKQ96 
+ AK65 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

10 

Pass 

14 

Pass 


Pass 

30 

Pass 

4* 

Pass 

4<? 

Pass 

4NT 

Pass 

50 

Pass 

60 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Queen of + 

Opportunities for deceptive plays 
on defense are hard to spot As is 
often the case, this one was found in 
post-game analysis. 

In tire modem style. North’s cor¬ 
rection after the reverse to three of 
opener’s fiist-bid suit created a game- 
force. After two cue-bids and Black¬ 
wood, a marginal six-diamond slam 


was reached. 

West led the queen of clubs, which 
was taken in the closed hand. Declar¬ 
er drew t ramp s in three rounds, then 
led a low heart, inserting the nine 
when West followed low. When that 
held, declarer continued with (he ace 
and queen of spades, discarding two 
chibs from hand when East failed to 
cover. South returned to hand with 
the remaining high club to lead 
another heart, and all declarer lost 
was one heart trick. 

Let’s return to the point where 
declarer leads a low heart from hand 
Suppose that, instead of following 
with the deuce. West were to shoot 
up with the king. Now declarer has a 
choice of Hoes. 

If the king is an honest card, 
declarer can pick up East’s jack by 
simply running tbe ten and nine of 
hearts after discarding a club on the 
ace of spades. The alternative of 
cashing the ace of spades and taking 
a ruffing finesse for the king is less 
attractive. If it loses, the contract is 
doomed for lack of a quick dummy 
entry to fall back on the heart finesse. 

Which line would we adopt? The 
heart finesse, of course, for down 
one. But the beauty of such a false- 
card by West would deserve acco¬ 
lades from any connoisseur of the 

gamp. 
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ACE 1 
PEST 



"Not me, buddy! I'm not genin' in any jam. They’re 
an endangered species!” 


Would You 
Believe... 


It took 36 years to com¬ 
plete the Washington Monu¬ 
ment because of funding 
problems. 

The literal English mean¬ 
ing of the Latin word “veto” 
is *T forbid." 

a ■ • 

There are 6S7 Earth days 
in a Martian year. 

■ m m 

New Jersey ranks firet 
among foe United States in 
population density. Rhode 
Island is second, and Alaska 
is 50th. 

• • • 

The word “radar” stems 
from the description of its 
capability — -Radio Detec¬ 
tion and Ranging. 

■ • m 

C1998, Tflbnne Media Services 
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I The Mo f fays : 

A New Beginning 

) Emma Ghap Un ; 

Carmine Meo 

1 various Jkrtists: 

Now 40 

> Various Artists: 

Fresh Hits 98 

> Various Artists: 

Big Nuac 98 

> Various Artists: 

Sunshine Reggae 2 

> 922; 

Moving On 

'Lenny Kravitz: 

5 

1 ng Pumpkins : 

Adore 

STAUUIONS 
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Jourdain 

Supplement en fran£ais du Star 


Le «casino du diable» s’est ouvert a Jericho 

• Cette sememe, guelques centaines d'isradEens sont venus profiler du 

a Jericho en Cisjoidame. L’Oasis Resort, gfre par un groupe autnchien, est destmi 

rutxiuifs lejeuitani interdit par la religion musulmane. Deplus, it n exme aucuncasmo en 

ZaLU Hamasaproteste tZre *|Em If 4 " 

diable*. Cependant,quelquesPalestinians dejcncho, Jerusalemetda 

itaient convies a l’inauguration, malgre tear devoir d 

sicurite impressionnantes. 800personae* ont commence a Mur *20 JwjWP LVf 
profitam des 230 machines h sous et 32 tables de jeu de roulette, deBtadiJack* 

Le casino doit s 'inserer dans un complexe tounstique, U plus important des 

qui doit comprendre d'ici deuxans trois hdtels, une saUe de conference, unparcours de golfet des 

IS ansfellescra proprietaire du complexe hotelier, selon un haul responsible palestuue 
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Un Isra&en portage totter 

Arabes. Des centaines de 
tour chance pour Vouverture d>Oasis Resort. 




E c la b o u ss u r es 

Democratic 
pas a pas 

Lorsque la nouvelle 
loi sur les publications est 
entire en vigueur au de¬ 
but de ce mois, on 
s'attendait 4 la resigna¬ 
tion generate des Jorda- 
niens. Surtout apres tons 
les efforts deployes pour 
£ viler son adoption par le 
Parlement, en Tain. Et 
bien non ! Contrairement 
aux coutumes habitueUes. 
des le lendemain de sa 
publication dans ie Jour¬ 
nal officiel, des voix. par- 
lementaires et autres, se 
sont elevees pour dire «la 
nicesstte d’amender une 
loi andconstitutionneUe*. 

Les deputes Nazih An- 
marine et Khalil Attiyeh 
se disent prits a demand- 
er avec d’autres la revi¬ 
sion. De meme, selon le 
president de 1'Association 
des journalistes. le texte 
est inadmissible poor sa 
profession qui entend 
poursuivre la lutte par 
des «moyens democra- 
tiques*. Dans un memo¬ 
randum adresse la se- 
maine derniere 4 la 
commission des liberies 
publiques de la Chambre 
des deputes, l’assodation 
jordanienne des droits de 
rhomme red am ait 

I'amendement de la loi 
«afin de la rendre con- 
forme avec la Constitution 
et les principes de justice et 
de garantir reellement la 
Ubertc d'expression*. 

J’ai longuement refle- 
chi a cette Evolution posi¬ 
tive des esprits, 4 ce sur- 
saut conteststaire. et j’y 
a! trouve la dfemocratisa- 
tion du pays. Ce proces¬ 
sus permet en effet de 
s'opposer en toute legalite 
: qu’une politique, une de¬ 
cision, une loi, une mesure 
s’attaque aux droits et 
aux int6rets des dtoyens 
et le courage est pins 
grand pour mener le com¬ 
bat, meme si l*on doit se 
heurter a un mur 
d'incom prehension. 

Reconnaissons au 

moins un merite a 
Fancien gonvernement 
Majali: celui d'avoir sus- 
cite, a force de provoca¬ 
tions, des resistances. Ain- 
si lorsque le 

gouvernement vouiait 
s'emparer. l'an dernier, 
des caisses d'epargne des 
associations profession- 
nelles, il a dfl rapidement 
faire machine arriere de- 
vant le tolle general. 

Cette mutation n’est 
pas unilaterale. Le pou- 
voir executif egalement a 
evolue et semble avoir 
compris le sens de la con¬ 
ciliation. Le Prince Has- 
san n'a-t-il pas annonce la 
creation d*une «Haute au¬ 
torite de la presses, 
com me pour raontrer sa 
volonte de drconscrire les 
mefaits inherents 4 la loi 
sur les publications ? Le 
ministre de I'lnformation 
n'a-t-il pas muitiplie ies 
declarations apaisantes ? 
Enfin, Bilal Al-Tal, le di- 
recteur du Departement 
de la Presse et des Publi¬ 
cations honni par la 
presse n'a-t-il pas ete 
remplace par un homme 
plus *democratique» en la 
personae d'lvad Qattan ? 
Bref, tout a ete mis en 
ceuvre pour rassurer les 
journalistes et leur pro- 
mettre une application 
moins draconienne que 
prevue de la nouvelle leg¬ 
islation. 

Conclusion : «La d6- 
mocratie h la jorda- 
nienno retiendrait done 
les lemons de ses faux pas. 
Reste a eloigner d4fini- 
tivement les mauvals 
demons, en volant les 

amendements necessaires 
a cette loi toujours 
mena^ante. Comme le dis- 
enl les journalistes : 
«Aujourd'huL notre mini¬ 
stre de llnformation est 
gentil mois demain ?». ■ 

Suleiman Sweiss 
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Pisciculture A . 

Comme un poisson dans le desert 

La Vallee du Jourdain : difficile d’imagine r pire endroitpour ^jJfP^oter' 
pourtant ga marche. Desormais Us sont des centaines de milkers a barbote 

sous un climat d’enfer: ; ' 




11 font dix mois pour que le tilapia atteigne Tage adulte et 
sott pret h la consommation. Sa chair blanche est 
tr&s tendre. 


Nous semmes a 7 ki¬ 
lometres de la Mer Morte et in¬ 
fertile au sud du village de Ka- 
frain: e’ese la partie la plus hos¬ 
tile de la Valtee du Jourdain. 
Les champs de ban ares et 
d'aubergines ont depuis un bon 
kilometre laissd la place a des 
terrains rocailieux et sales. 11 n’y 
a que deux cboses pour rassurer 
le visiteur : d’une part les 
pylones electriques qui relient 
specialement la ferme de la Jor¬ 
dan Valley Fisheries (JVF) et 
servent accessoirement de 
guides: d’autre part, le panneau 
••Maghtas* (baptistere en arabe) 
qui indique la direction du site 
archeologique, o& Jfisus aurait 
ete baptise tvoir article page 
13). Si ie Christ est passe par Ih, 

qu’avons-nous a craindre ? 



■ ‘ -- v'l: .V'«r V 



Au detour d’un virage enfin, 
la fenne avec un grand 
batiment blanc et une seme vert 
pastel, au toit en dents de scie 
comme les usines. metallur- 
giques du nord de la France. 
Pas un souffle d’air. pas un 
bruit. I’exploitation semble as- 
soupie sous la chaleur encore 
ecrasante de ce mois de sep- 
tembre. 

«TilOpia ou plus scientifique- 
ment Oreochromis Niloticus*. 
Cette precision sonne presque 
mm me une bizarrerie dans la 
bouche de Rick Engel, ais- 
quene et grosses lunettes noires 
de routier califomien, plutdt 
que professeur Touznesol. H ne 
faut jamais se fier aux appar- 
ences. Le tilapia est un poisson 
que Rick connait bien pour 
t'avoir longuement frfiqucntf 
en Califoraie dans une ferme 
aquicole du memc type. C’6tait 
dans Test de Los Angeles, i 
Sun City, dans une zone tout 
aussi chaude et ensoleill£e que 
la Vallfie du Jourdain. Depuis 
i’Ouest Am^ricain, Rick Engel 
est done venu en Jordanie pour 
apperter son savoir-faire a uue 
ijquipe de d’investisseurs jorda- 
niens suffisamment culottes 
pour croire h l'idfie d’up ele- 
vage de poissons en plein d£- 
seit. Bine entendu, le tilapia a 
£t£ choisi. 

Pas de tocards 

Aujourd'bui, ce poisson qui 
gvolue dans les eaux chaudes 
des lacs d'A&ique et do Delta 
duFEI.' se-repibddit par"biillifcrs 
dans les bassins de la JVF. H 
est vrai qu'on y est aux perils 
soins pour lui. Son eau, 
saumitre et de toute fa$on inu- 
tilisable pour les cultures, est ri- 
ree d'un puits voisin. Elle con- 
dent une proportion de sel 
adequate pour son d€veloppe- 
ment maximum et dans Ie 
raSme but, est maintenue en 



Le Moyen-Orient dans la presse frangaise 

Y-a-t-il un president 
pour sauver la paix ? 



Le chef de r£tot le plus puissant du 
monde tremble. En plus de son humiliation 
publique. du d&aveu de certains pnoches. le 
pire poumut encore se produire : la proce¬ 
dure de destitution. Dans l'hypothese d'une 
demission, de nombreuses questions se po- 
sent concernam les repercussions econo- 
miques mondiales de cette affaire privde. 
sans oublier son impact sur le processus de 
paix toujours en panne. 

*Comme un grand vide a la tele du 
monde. La Matson Blanche, obnubtiee par 
le Monicagale, a delaisse la diplomatic*, ti- 
tre Liberation dans son edition du 15 Sep- 
tembre. «Ce n'est pas serieux. Pourtant. 

I'inquietude est reelle dans le monde de 
voir la scute supcrpuissance a la derive, at- 
ors que son Capitaine a lache la barre pour 
tenter d'eteindre les incendies qui ont delate 
dans sa cubing-, ecril 1'analyste Patrick Sa¬ 
batier, en ajoutant que *la puissance et 
l'influence des Lals-Unis ne peuvent pas 
ilre isolees de la credibilite personnelle du 
chef de VEtat. II ne s’agit pas que de mo¬ 
rale personnels. C’cst la Motion Blanche 
qui ddfinit les grands axes de la politique 
et range re americaine • bien plus que le 
Cabinet*. Plus precis^menL le joumaliste 

evoque des • risques amplifies, puree que _ _ 

des crises endemiques sons «» u f0upfc prisidenM amM eain au caur de I’actualite tide la 

lourmenie Uwinsky. Du coup, k cinquieme anniversaire des 
etaii dans I mpasse sur des sujets aussi sen- cords d'Oslo est passe complement uuzpergu. 
sibles que le Proche-Orient ou I Irak*. 

Trafic de voitures 

Liberation a ecalemenl public au debut de cette semainc 
un article sur le *desespoir Palestinian, cinq ans apres 
Oslo*. L'envoye special du quotidicn a Jerusalem evoque 
d'abord I'affairc Fadoua, cette jeunc femme enceinte qui. 
bloquee par un barrage israeiien n a pu amver a temps a 
I'hopital pour sauver son cnlant. A constate ensuite que 

Auto rite palc-stinienne semble a la fois lointainc et im- 
puissonte - et sc dt'mande *ct qu il teste dit processus de 
paix qu'imc poignee de main avail emetine, il y a tout jitste 
cinq ans *. Il ajouic meme que *dans les camptignes de Cis- 
jordanie. les barrages miUtaires et les routes resenees aux 
colons sont ses resultats les plus tangibles. Les Palesnmens 
des villes, enfermes dans leurs enclaves autonomes ne 
craignent plus les raids d'une armee qw n est pas la leur. 

Ils jouissent de potaoirs qui caracieriseni davaniagc une 
municipals qu’un Etat. Tans ont perdu en liberie de 


mouvement ce qu'ils ont gagne en s£cuntd». 

Dans son edition hebdomadaire du 5 sepiembre, le Point 
souligne pour sa pan un «juleux trafic en Palestine». eTout 
ne va pas si mal en Israel et en Palestine, commente le jour¬ 
nal iste Mebdi Benchelan, un trafic de voitures a grande 
echclle s’est mis en place enire Israel et les tenitoires auto¬ 
nomes. Assures de ne pas 6ire poursuivis par la police is- 
ratlicnne. nombre de Palestiniens habitant la bande de 
Gaea achetem des vehicules nicupdris de Vautre coti de la 
ligne verte. Si certains sont voles puis xransferts a Gaza 
par Jes reseaux lies a la mafia, d’autres sont vendus aux 
Palestiniens par leurs proprifraires. Ces demurs, dans une 
version locale du dicton «d'une pierre deux coups*, 
s'empressenl de declarer le *voI» de leur vehicule, afin de 
se faire rembourser par leur assurance». ■ 

Nabed AI-Khlouf 






Des roues a palettes ass - _ . . 

Veau. des bassins oh ivoluent les poissons. 


permanence au-dessus de 25- 
26 degi€s. La plupart du temps 
e’est facile. Dans..cette region 
oh les nuages ne raontreht vrai- 
ment le bout de leur nez que 
trois ou quatre jours par an, le 
soleil est dominateur. L'effet 
de serre, sous laiquelle sont dis¬ 
poses les bassins. joue pleine- 
ment son rSle et i'eau se "re¬ 
chauffe naturelleraenL 

Cependant. il arrive ceiiains 
soirs'dTiiver que la tempera¬ 
ture baisse «dangereusemenb>. 
La ferme met alors en route 
trois enQrmes.chaudj^resDOUr 

leur ry mm e T de croissance. Aii 
total, I’explpitation consomme 
300 litres d'eau par kilo de 
poisson produrt, cc qui selon 
notre americain, incolljable sur 
les chiffies, *repr£sente peu de 
chases par rapport a d’autres 
types de piscicultures». 

Enfin, les tilapias sont r£gu- 
li&rement nourris de grrnnes 


riches en pro tern es. Ainsi bi- 
chonnes, ils arrivem i matunte 
Hang I’assiette du consonuna- 
teur aprfes dix mois de sinecure. 
Leur htstoire a commence avec 
des reproductions irapqites 
cTEgypte et qui donnent nais- 
sance k phis de 200.000 larva?; 
par mois. Seals seront gardes 
les’ mSles yiables.pour r^le vage 
: pas de toc^his diez- JVF. 
Gruelle selection imas v 4 
1’arrivee, As sont toot de gelac 
100.000 ,par mois,' 1 bmBqter 
’ les grands bains, sdrtes",; 


quatre a. yuni JW.O, 
nent les mauvaiSes gfaxssei 
II ne leur reste plus qo’h aller, 
conqaerir le marche d'AmmaiL : 
domine par des poissons irapor- 
t6s des pays du Golfe ou 
- (T^gypte. La Jordan Valley 
Fisheries ibumit ainsi des 
gran des surfaces et de^restau- 
rants de la capitale avec ■■ une: 


frrfcheor d'ayance stir Jes an- 

mes poisciullesde L’6tal^., n 

- Reste un obstacle de : .t^lfe;. 
rh a ty r tes habitndcs de, coo- 
sonHUffljoai insta^ 

pfat 

nnpays^^* 

. Go&,<F^ 


dnsEuifii^M 


visage 3e ^agraiuir avec une 
‘'deuxteme sene anx raemes di- 
’ mOTsiooS (2 hectares) qoe la 
jaanfee. Le t2af»a, espfece en 
vme cTexpansion dans la Vallde 
(hi Jourdain. ■ 

Yannick Laind 
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Cites d’artistes au centre du Cercle 

Le Cercle des artistes plasticieris accueille, pour la premiere fois, 
une manifestation organisee par le Centre culturelfrangais. 

D'une pierre deux coups : dfcouverte d ’un lieu et d'une expo. 


Situe dans un quarrier tradi- , 
tionnel de Djebel-Lweibdeh. le 
Cercle des plasticieris est un 
en droit de predilection pour les 
artistes qui ont choisi de re- ’ 
pr^enter la culture ' jorda- 
nienne. Pourtant, cette associa¬ 
tion ci '66c k la fin des afin^es 
1970 met en Evidence les foi- 
blesses de dans, ce do- 
mnine : le ddveloppement artis- 
tique ne semble pas a 1’onJre 
du jour. *Les profits de Tart 
plasticien sont quasiment 
mils.-, commente 1" artiste 
Moil'd Abu Afife’ <tLe regard 
que pose sur nous, la sociiti 
jordanienne est rr$s nigatif. 
Pourtant, notre choix de vrvre ■ 
de notre art est respectable. 
Nous sommes observes comme 
des creatures mystfrieuses et 
inconnues. Nous en subissons 
les consequences dans notre 
vie de tons les jours*.- 

Realisi e et imaginatif. Tart 
plasticien est 6galement cr£atif 

et innovanL La cechniqae est fi¬ 
bre: aaylique, graphisme, pein- 


ture 4 ean ou enerc de. Qime. 
sont des supports permettant 4 
chacun de- s'exprimcr libre- 
ment, en faisant passer ses 
emotions spontandes. Le-rfsul- 
tat est une trfes grande diversitd 
dans les oeuvres, que certain es 
manvaises langues qualifienr 
d’ ■» amateurs*. 

3000 JD par an 

Fort de ses 250 artistes expo¬ 
sure rdguliftrement leurs tra- 
vaux, le Cercle ne bdndficie pas 
en tout cas d'une aide finan- 
ci&re adaptde. C’est en tout cas 
l’avis de Gfaassan Mafadleh, ar- ' 
tiste et adrainistrateur : *Nous 
ne recevons du gouvernement 
que 3000 dinars par an. et 
quoad on sait que le layer nous 
en collie ,2500...*. Pois levant 
les yeux au ciel. ce sosie de 
Che Guevara declare : 
«Contrairement aux pays d£ve- 
loppts. Part n'est pas du tout 
une priority icL Cela com¬ 
mence a Picole,. en pafticuiier 
chez les arabes. /I n'extile au- 



Une des trap raresphotos de Texposition avte de la vie. 
Car les cites d’artistes de Pans, c’est aussi cela et pas 
seulement des lieux de criation. 


curie pidagogie artistique, ce 
" qui rend le niveau g£niral tr&s 
foible». 

Pour sortir de son isolement, 
le Cercle tente de nouer des re¬ 
lations avec les insrimes Stran¬ 
gers. C’est le cas actuellement 
avec le Centre culture! fran^ais 
ICCF) qui pnSsente le travail 
pbotographique Genevifeve ^ 
Ho&nan sur *Les Citds 
d'artistes 4 Paris*. 

Sur la plaquette, une photo 
nous plonge dans furirvers de 
[’exposition. Une rue etroite 
jonchde de vieux objets. Des 
enfants qui ddambulent au mi¬ 
lieu de ce couloir crasseux. De 
chaque cord, des pones ou- 
vertes pleines de promesses. Il 
s’agit _ en fait d’atelieis 
d’artistes ou de saltimbanques, 
dans des quartiers oublids du 
Paris actueL 

Le nombre de 69 photogra¬ 
phies. rdparties sur un plan da- 
tent du X£X6rac sifecle, illustre 
cette grande richesse erdarive 
dans le plus grand ddnuement 
maldriel. Souvent insolite. on 
peut cependant reprocher 4 
cene exposition r absence de 
vie, de visages hum ains : les ar- gi 
tistes manquent 4 I'appel des - 
clichds. De plus, les photos 
semblent eviter le revere de la 
niddaifle. La Maine de Paris, 
qui sponsorise. jci! 

1 exposition, est en guerre ou- 
veite contre tous ces squats et 
ces batiraents consacrds 4 Tart. 
'Sous pnhexte de salubrity 
publique. elle menace regu- 
Ijirement■ les artistes 

d expulsion», souligne un Pari- 
sien, de passage a Amman, qui 
connaJt bien la situation tan- 
gente de ces citfe. D faut croire 
que Genevifeve Hofinan a pris 

le parti des iieux plutflt que ee- 

iui des habitants qui les font 
vivre. Pom mage . ■ 

S. A. 

^ d’artistes h Paris, nne ^ 
o^photo par Genevifeve 

Hofman an Cercle des ar- 
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17 SEPTEMBRE 1998 


Le mot de la semaine, 

«ETAT» 




Parier de «stabflit£ d’ 


est Etymologiqiicmcnc pl£o- 


— - - --— j mwaii k nuww Aiauyaioi - 

Ectoirc le lien entre Elat et ta grande toiai e fomtoe par cette ra- 
cioe, Estat signrfiaut au XTOdruc steeled la maniAm d'&ie. de se 

La raciae -sta- qui a- poor seas de base sie tenh- Hrfvynf est 
largement atiestEe dans unites Ik tongues indo-europEennes. Oh 
observe des correspondences nSgalifires dans -)es - tongues an- 
ciennes : le san&krit a-stha-m, le grec be-sta-n, le laiin ste-ti 
signifient tous «ie me sois tcmi dcbont*. Dans les tongues mod-, 
ernes, TaHemand pose stehen, se dresser, en face de i’anglais.to 
stay, rester . En francs, des mots aussi divers que constitution. 


^statue, Etage, nemrattde .cene racine par rinitermEdfaire dula- 
rin On to rctrouve enirarrien eten afgban. dans ostan, pays, qui 
fignrcdaus Jes coms de pays termloEs par -Stan. Kurdistan, jg 

cTun ancEtre hEnoEsE. Pakistan est. quant & lui, de formation yf> 
cente. jD sgnifie soit oavs du Peniab-Afgtianistan-Kashmir. to 
premtore partiedu nom reprenant les initiates de ces trois j6- 
gions, son: pays des purt. Car, pak. en iranfen et en afghao, 
vein (fire par. • ... 

Par cesouelqnesexempted on.mesure TEteudue. de Tengriqi' 
'de cette racmequi, knotfeinsu, apparaSt maintes Ibis dansnotte 
vocabulauequotidien. B 

; VEronxjue Atra-Nljmefi 


Exposition 

Rota ffh nkair y revient au CCF pour nous presenter ses demiferes creations ab- 
straites. JnsqtTau 30 septembre an CCF.Entree fibre; 

Cinema .V ; • t : - : 

Cycle Portraits de femmes. 

L'Histoire d’Addle H.. film de Francois Truffant (1975), couleur, avec Isabelle 
Adjani. En 1851, AdEle Hugo a suivi ses parents qui se soiit exiles k Gueme- 
sey. EUe rencontre un officier anglais qui part au Canada sans plus se prfoc- 
cuper d'elle. Hie essaie de le reconquErir par tons les moyens.-Stances an 
Centre aittnr d tran p us i» inndi 21 se ptemb re h 18M30 et20h30. 
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Education 


Laissons passer la reflexion des eleves 

En classe, ils ont rarement Voccasion d’exercer leur sens critique. Etat, parents, 
professeurs, enfants, tous Vadmettent mais restent impuissants face 
a un systeme educatif domine par les notes et les livres. 

Enquete sur une education qui a besoin d’air. 

Par Amin eh Ishtay et Arine Mango 


«Developper le sens 

critique chez les eleves. e'est un 
principe dont nous sommes tous 
conscients mais qu’on applique 

rarement a, reconn ait un profes- 
settr d’histoire avec quelque 
amertume. S usd ter la reflexion 
dans les salles de classe du pays 


n’appanut pas comme une prior¬ 
ity du systkme Educatif jordani- 
en. 

Qui mettre en cause ? D serait 
trap facile de designer un bouc- 
dmissaire. Les responsabilitfe 
soot partagEes. D'autant phis 
que le pbEnomene n'est pas nou¬ 
veau mais est le rEsultat d’une 



Scene de rentree scokdre dans un college jfangais. Les 
Hives accumulentdes manuels queparfois, Us n'utilisent 
mime pas dans I'annee. 


longue tradition anode dans les 
moeurs d’ensdgnement du pays. 

D’adleurs, les grandes Lignes 
directrices qui fondent les pro¬ 
grammes scolaires, n'ont pas 
vraiment EvoluE au corns des 
quarante de mi ftres armfies, mal- 
grd la gnuide refonne de 1991 
(voir encadnS). Notons tout de 
mfime 1 'introduction progressive 
au tawjiiri (Equivalent du bacca- 
lauiEat de questions 

appelant 1 ’esprit d’analyse de 
l'elbve. N 6 anmoins dies ne re- 
pnSsentent encore que 10% de 
1 'ensemble des epreuves. 

Septembre noir 

L’Evahiation continue de 
s'appuyer sur to radmoire davan- 
tage que sur la rdBexion person- 
nelle et represente un obstacle & 
l'ouverture des esprits. «Sije de¬ 
mand’e d mes dlives d'ecrire 
leur propre journal d'actuality 
dies ne se rijouissent pas de 
cette liberti mais s'vnipditerti 
d'abord de la fagon dont cela va 
Sire not£». se desespfee Manhal 
Haddadin, professeur d'bistoire 
an college etas Scans de Naza¬ 
reth. Pas to peine de se fadguer. 
D sufBt tTapprendre par cceur et 
de rccracber ses lemons. Le& 
dlbves Pont bien coiapris : 
*Cekt sen d quoi d'oiler au- 
deld des livres puisqu'ils stmt la 
seule source utilises pour 
I'examen ?», remarque Pun 
d'eux sans Etat d’aroe. 




des manuels scolaires 

En France, fe Mnnsae ; 

Claude AUftgrc. conrtu pour ne pss pratiquer la langue^de . 
boas, a exprim 6 sa vive oppositiou auxmaimels'scQlaires. En f 
effet.il d&Iarah cfimanche demierqu’fffellait enfibffayec^;- 
ces denridS" «qui fixent eux-mimes ~Ie aiveaii des .. pra-‘, ^ ■ 
. grammes, qui stmt trap cheis, qui gaveniles erfona de'su^-f 
jetsqia santcomplitementaudHes»~ Sj J^ - c# ‘ V:iO. '.v'7f‘ 
■ Un. coup de gueulc en gtnse d’apEtidf an-rapport renris- li r^ 
-semame denude hit le_sujet, par le dpyen .de 1 'mspection 
gEnErale tniistoire-gEograpbie^ La imsobn; d'Evakiation, > 
qu r il prtadait a 6 tudi 6 le contain dcCSOO manuels, de to : 
suriEme h. la tetminale. Lacooclosion.cst sans a^>el,: les 6 dl- y 
teurs cbercbent davaatoge & contem«: l^ professe^ ^'cd;- ^ 
satisfaire les souhaits de Vinsiitutipa*^ ei des connaissan- f 
ces fondamentales ne sons pas_ prisenties de-maniire struc-_ v* 



Dis le ptiisjeune dge, ilfaut aiguber Je sens critique des enfants. 


Une reforme inaboutie 


\ Ce repporibe «st tittc constante diez-tGlaude; Affl%r 6 » qca ' i > 
(fenOTce notamnent lesncmi{M«u^’erreuis;3e<xs jjuyragcs^.v^ 
Maisselon 1m, 3s accxaniML^a^roent la sfifeca^ socjpe 
rAvec des contents trap abondants^'Eer^mf 'qui n'apatdes c 
parentsdbac+5estperdu±.M _ ■ %? 

; ■ / iyapriano article pub^dans U^ristietirf; 

■■ .■ ‘. j 5 p-iisi 5 !* *..J 

-Le; livra, ;.vofli -to . vitaime Une sorte de sacralitf semble- 

idEale. Silenaeux, sans antre en tourer I'objet. *Ee tivre. e'est 

mobile que le phis honorable qui ^ Bible. Aia yeux des Hives, 

soit : transmenre des connais- e'est to clef de leur avenin, 

sauces. Mais on nes’attaque pas |j®ce canteot Manhal Hadda- 

aux livres scolaires comme ca. ai r. . , , 

wuiiuv v**- Depots sept ans, & quelques 

.modifications ihEs, les Obves se 

trimbalent avec les m&mes ou- 


vrages dans les cartables. Or, - 
dans un mo ode sans cesse en 
Evolution, rien ne vieiltit plus 
vite qu’tm programme scolane. 

De plus, cettains evEncments 
majeurs de Hiistoire de la Jorda- 
nie restent traitEs de manure 
margjmle. 

Tabou des t^KJUS^ Septembre 
noir (conflh armE entre fedayins 
pafcainiens et ann 6 e jotda- 
menne en 1970) est survolfi 
eC’est meruionni brievement. 
admet-on - an mmistfere de 
rfeiucation nationale, nousvou- 
lons protiger Vuntil nationale 
et fvtier les conflits sur un 
tithne d£ticat». La plupart des 
professeurs accepteot cette pru¬ 
dence debon aid etpr 6 f£rent De 
pas en parka- ea classe. Us n’y •. 
voient qn'*iin sujtt de pol£? 
mique*, selon Texpresaon d'an , 
T^rofessbut' d’bistoire 
veux pas ' dhriser ma classe 
Nous sommes ime sodeti od se 
m&angent les origines et les re- 
tigions. La . classe est un milieu .. 
de vie ob j’essaye d'apprentice 
aux ilives que. chaaai est diffe¬ 
rent, comme chaque > membre ■ 
d'une mime jamille est diffi- 
rent». Une . ppignfe 


d'enseignants pounam dwisis- 
sent d’aborder la question on- 
veneaaent car selon eux. e’est 
une vEritE historique b toquelle 
les Jordahiens ne peoyent Ecbap- 
per et dont on pesut titer des 
lesons. •' ‘.. 

Bac made in Engfaiid 

.. k psrtir de lb, lautal .batkr 
terns les Owes spolaues dans un 
grotesque autOdoR 2 Encore 
une foiSs-cela tie lEsqurfrait rieo. 
Cottune le 'soufigne tiTis justE- 
mou un ElEve. rii est fitdle de 
fare porter to faute aux livres 
mais enfati.elle revient it-ceux 
qid les utiHsentM. En effet, par 
manque de couzage ou de volon- 
tE, les pcofessems, dans : leur 
grande majoritE o’osent pas. 
quitter to carcan du Iivre et 
«*oppdser- $££& des pro- 
grsmnes^jui k luL sent preposEs. 
Hors dii mamiei, point de saluL 
Ainsi dans un cobra de science, 
reoseignant va se contenter-de 
rep c o du ire au tobleai les Equa¬ 
tions inscrites dans to Iivre. sans 
utiliser d'expErtonces-labo pod 
mieux se taire conqjrendre. *A 
Vicole, Us ont eu tin court sur 


Id lumiire et sesfonctions. Mon • 
jils n’d rien appris, se plaint one; 
n&e de ftosilto, alors je lui ai' 
montri .quelques experiences, 
dans la cuisine. U a tout de suite' 
compris et il itait epati *. 

Pour fibre face k ces laciines.' 
certaines Ecoles privEes ont dE- 
cid£ d’adopter des programmes 
scolaires Etrangers, phis flexi- 
btos et mieux adaptos k la i£alit£ 
du monde actueL Parfois eHes 
proposentmSroe k toms lycEens 
' de passer on bac international 
made in England, Equivalent du 
tawjihi tecoram par le Mmistfere 
de I'&lucation. 

Enfin. tos parents ont Egale- 
ment tour part d&.responsabilitE 
dans cet Echec k Tooverture 
d’esprit. Eux-m 6 mes fbrmEs 
dans ce moule Etroit. gEoErato- 
jment ito n’envisagent pas upe 
beciffl^c£cKxlifIer un systkme 
. d’Evaluatibo. rassurant pour tout 
le monde. L’essentiel, e'est que 
man fils ou ma fille ait des 
bonnes notes pour qne son ave- 
nfr .professiotmel -soit assure. 
Peu rmporte s’Jl est capable de 
rfiflEchir par lui-m&me, du mo¬ 
ment qn’fi a to tote bien pteine. 


All mmistererie 1 'Education, on 
affirme que le prqjet Edncatif en Jordasic 
. n'estpas le fnm du hasard. Cest vrai. Ea 
1985, ie roi Hussein, dans un long dis- 
Cours, met 1'accent sur *to nicesstii 
'tFadapter le systime iducatif aux~ 
prvgris scientijiques et aux changenienis 
sociaux aftn de diminuer la distance, en- 
■ tie Vicole et la vie rieile de l’£live»- A 
la suite de ce discours, oa a pris le pools 
' de TEctde, on ra.exannn 6 e sons toutes^ 

•. lescoutnres,avani d’eavisng cr un c atan 
nombre de. pistes pour reformer un 
systome qui vdeiDissaiE mal. Les recom¬ 
mendations reprennem en gros Jes 
grandes lignes du disco royal: 

- orieoter tos programmes scolaires 
vws ia vie concr&te 

, - favoriser le sais critique • 

- aborder les sujets d’un point de vne 
davantage jordamen 

- s’ouvrir aux experiences des autres 

pays- 


'• Bien enrenthi, Q n’Etait pas question die, 
tout remetire en auue. Les fbndahents 
de la politique Educative^ telles que les 
valcuis de la civifisalion islamique et 
arabe on la REvdutiba arabe oat6tEcon- 
servEes. Plus inquiEtat^ est la- r E fe rence 
-per as t a ote. k la kn snr r Educatidn de 
1964! • _ •;r-V..’.-;;. "-"'''.. •>'. 

<xMusuJman moderns ; 

:. r Ea l 987; une^ grande conference 8 *^ 
termC' afin deps&iser ks otget^ife'^fcla 
rEfonnc. Qua&e ans {das butt tos pre- 
mleiscbangeniedts sontratervennsrt de- 
puis 1996, tous les nrveanx scolaires soot 
fburttis en livres ftombants neufs-ta Jot- ■ 
danie y est davantage mise eo valeur et Ur 
qdotidton j bpove enfin sa placet - 
Malheareusemait, dans les fahs. ces 
modifications n’ont pas. vraiment motfi- 
fiE la viejraditkumeUe des classes.; Les 
Etoves d'anjourdTnti se piaignent encore 
de coatinua- k tout apprendre par caenc et; 


rEclament des .dEbats sur ies probl&roes.. 
actnels i«Dansles joumaux,°on htbeau- 
. coup de chases sur Vislam dans. le 
, monde. Pourquoi tie Vfvoque-t-on pas d 
. ...-Vicob.?»,.£\ntenoge vm Enidiaoie.^Ja- . 1 . 
"^bcr Abu- Ghalyoun, panofessenr de ndi- 
: gjon, admet quemleprogramme scokdre 
n‘a pas grand dwse 'a voir avec la vie 
actaelie et ne contribue pos ’d former-id. : 
.. persormatili d'm musulman modeme*. 

fi fimt (fire qoe tes taisei^iants ont cfis to 
^ .ntanqqE de ffirectiyes pour con- . 

- duire to'i^ime. CHle-ci ire s^estaccom--*•: 
; p^goEe d’aucun ..plan de: - formation ... 
d’Eqtripes pEdagogupies desemparEes . 
^ wLe sens-critique, ddste mais nous ne . 
savons pas comment le faire imerger*, 
r^rette-un enseignant Du coup, to pro- 
fessera’se cmteiite de modifier Jbeamie- 
nu de son couzs smis dnmger de iiiE- 
tbode. Le fivree^: toujodrs ton. B" 






MJ2L SOlinene intenoorot brusque- • C*estune fiHette dEteammEequiprendlfl^ ^'ser. it foot wutteur mdcher.Le seitl udi- 


;V fi?nner des .fites, visiWetranL MguEsi' beIto- 1 <D'CTl vittiitla.fib 
. Rqridengnt,- ^ ccwyasaDQna T^apa- 

vilraf Evoqcenr avec * ^^atoroeatprat inraessEjrar 

jjEcoMraction I’Enustiqn, tflEvrsEe de^^' ^que:'- .,,;. ir... ":J. 
«V: veme-VEnfinr fcsdmftato8^zttrii«» tfaas, eVdaffH ’.<yu qyeg gpejjte 

. - Jcsor iajfe surahs ^paajf-lrar^g^tiesseq"^ 

> ''VoQEb>'** ; ' .’-"If/'' - i La itiaj&Mse . rougit 


vjttaptes- 


■msm 



on est .tii- 


• dBWffto&fiftves. • .qu l ilfiaatota etqtiiquer.'sfSrmc Batbfej'.'i - sfas tum est'g tifficaE c^Tmais on estai-, 

Dank; im_ sflciree retigeux, r .dte" ouvre ; ra^ un professeur tfai^lais; .its L^dSwts'iir^:' _ 

' uo Gvre et pqserla prantorfe question :> ihcapnNts 

. «Qui se rappetle du sttjei de to demiire ^ tine r question it^si pdtt jtons to 'eertfiiiea^liirpte .ncr^soat / 

fois?», :f \ . 7 ■ •■r ihdi(^^mvntiii£atatientjpifitit.^ 

iQudquK mains inqntiemes re toveat, textans^que ce^h'est pas'dtzns je i pr&{^ f \:" 

- au milieu d’ane- 'indif&euce. - gEnErafe.gstiwme. On tie. leufrtippr&d jgfrjkffiifeyf:.. : ,f'] .’-A. I," 


Archeologie 

Et Jesus ressuscita le tourisme... 

Les archeologues poursuivent leurs recherches sur le site presume du baptime 
du Christ. A la grande joie des professionals du tourisme, 
qui y voient deja unfutur lieu de pelerinage. 


Nikita, impact garanti 


Ou Jesus de Nazareth a-t- 

il EtE baptise ? Aprfes presque 
deux mi lie ans de recherche, il 
faut reconnaitre que cette ques¬ 
tion laisse perplexe. Certes, on 
situe rEvEnement fondateur 
irks vague mem dans ie Jour- 
dain, mais avec une marge 
d'erreur de plus de 100 ki¬ 
lometres! 

PduitdnL h 1’aube du 
deuxieme miliEnaire, une piste 
semble s’ouvrir aux archEo- 
logues. A 40 kilometres 
d'Amman, prks du village de 
Kafrein situE dans la rEgion de 
Rama, un monastkre byzantin 
(Vfcme-Vftme sikete ap. J.-C.J 
a EtE dEcouvert il y a quelques 
mois. Sur un lEger promontoire, 
des raurs en belle pierre 
blanche, comme h JErash. start 
encore visibles. Des mosal'ques 
en mnn vais Etat ont Egalement 
EtE exhuroEes. 

Les byzantins auraienc-iis 
done reussi k identifier le lieu 
ou Jean le Baptiste a baptisE JE- 
sus ? Rien uc permet encore dc 
1’afiSrmer k 100%. Reste que le 
mooastore. k une quinzaine de 
metres de I’eau du Jourdain. 


s'accorde avec les vagues pre¬ 
cisions de i'EvangEliste Saint- 
Jean sur {'emplacement du 
geste saerfi : *Ceci se passa d 
Bithanie au-delb du Jourdain, 
ob Jean baptisait» (Jean 1,28). 
Le baptSme aurait eu lieu sur La 
rive gauche du Jourdain en face 
du village de BEtbanie (Beitva- 
ra. en grec), situE lui rive 
droite, comme to mature to 
carte- mosaique de Madaba 
(voir ci-concre). L’un des ar- 
cbEologues grecs demeure 
itEanmoins prudent : •Nous 
souhations que les nouvelies 
dicouvertes confirment noire 
idie que Jisus Jut baptise d cet 
endroit ou au moins qu 'il y a 
sijoumi». Mais les archEo- 
logues n'ont pas artendu davan- 
lage de pieuves pour donner au 
site le nom de «Magbtas» (mot 
arabe qui signifie baptistore). 

Zone mititaire 

Quoi qu'U en soit, les profes- 
sionnels du tourisme se frottent 
dEjk les mains et comptent sur 
le bourn attendu de I'an 2000 , 
quand des millions de touristes 
debarqueront au Proche-Orient 


pour fSter le 2000 kme anniver- 
saire du Christ La Jo rdan i e est 
to seal pays au monde qui tire 
son nom d’une rivi&rc sacree au 
cceux de la Terre Saime. Et avec 
plus de 25 sites bibliques, elto 
petit lEgitimemeat espErer tirer 
profit du rush. 

Pour 1 ’instant, to site, en 
pleine zone mllitaire, est inter- 
dit tTaccfes au grand public 
mais 3 devrait s’ouvrir au tou- 
risxne dks la fin 1999. 

Par ailleurs, le directeur de 
1 ’Agence jordanienne du louris- 
roe entend faire du royauzne ha- 
chEmite un lieu de passage obli- 
g£ dans la rEgion. «// faut que 
la Jordanie devienne une desti¬ 
nation a part entidre*. insiste-t- 
il. D est vrai qu’h 1 ’beure ac- 
tueQe, la Jordanie n’est sou vent 
qu’une Etape dans les visites 
cboisies par les touristes pour 
Israel ou r£gypte. L’EcbEance 
de l’an 2000 arrive h point 
noramE poor mettre en valeur 
un patrrmoine encore large meat 
sous-estimE. B 

Sammy Abbadi 



Sur cette carte postale, iditie & Jerusalem pour le 
deuxibme mUlincdre du bapteme du Christy Maghtas est si- 
tuS du cdte israilien, h BHhame (Beitvara en grec, juste 
en dessous des poissons sur la carte j. Les Jordanians, eux, 
sontpersuades qu’ilse trouve de leur cdtf. 


Nikita, tm Qm fran^ais de Lac Besson 
(1990), non soas-titrE, avec Anne. ParO- ' 
land, Jean-Hngues Angbtde,. Tcheky 
Karyo, Jeanne Moreau, Jean REno.. . 
En pret - ’ 

au Centre culture! frangafs. ; 



C’est un peu comme le roman- ; 
policier que vous ne pouvez pas 13cher et 
que vous • emmedez josque dans les .toi¬ 
lettes. Nikita, e'est- fa, un shoot - 
cTadrenaline qui vous tient en respect de- . 
vant l’Ecran pendant prbs. de deux heures. . 
MaTtre-mot de cette delicieuse dependance 
: le rythme. Aux oubliettes, les temps 
raorts: to film est sous petpEmelle tension. . 
send par one Anne PanHaud, survoltEe 
dans to r51e de Ntkica (CEsar de la meit- 
leure actrice). Toniqne et musculeoae, elle 
mkne Taction comme une bEroIne inquiE- . 
tante, Kane insaisissoble et dangereuse. - 
Rien k voir avec une messagerie rose, -to.. 
Nikita de Besson est plmot on genre teig- ; 
neuse. L’histoire d’une paumEe, qin me un 
flic lots d’un cas se ratE. C oadamnEe k per- 
pEtnitE, eBe est rfcupErSe par les: services 
secrets de I’Etat ftanpais qui font croire"k- 
son suicide En prison. Pour la soddtE civ- . 
ito, Niltita est raorte. A partir'de Ik, elle p’a 
pas trap to cboix : soil elle coUabore. soit 
elle retrouve la tmnbe qui dEja T attend. 

Jusque Ik. elle ire sayah quegneutor 'des... 
insultes et se battle, nux cdtEs de son m- 
teur glacE (Tchcky Karyo impeccable) elle _ 
approxi les civuftEs. Vient ensiiite le 
temps des missions spEciales une yfe de 
noms de code, de planqoes, d’armes k feu, 
diffkrilenjeni concOiable avec son; amour' 
pour un cafestor de supennarchti.. Mateo, 


Jean-Hngues Anglade, e’est nons, le seul 
persoonage qui nous relic k to lEalitE, dans' 
on inonde p^altole'froid et fcutrE que Vcai 
’ -voudrait comptotemeot imagmrere. 

: Luc Bessqn nous Iivre' ainsi un film noir 
ok les personnages'sans stmrpoto *n’ont 
-peiir de rien, ni de perdre la vie, hi de la 
faire perdreaux autres*. Exemple caricat¬ 
ural' tto cette' dEfinitioir : Victor Ie 'net- 
toyeur, incamE par Jean REno, terrifiant 
dans sa mission de Mdnstoar Propre insen¬ 
sible. •' - 

r Hiiit ans aprfes sa sortie, Nikita n’a^rien 
.pesdu de son Impact; sobre Jusqne/dans 
.les costnmes «mt. to fdEcoupc ppficise 
Evoque le sifllerneht dSine balto. Sobre et 
sans fibritdres. B.' -"I" 

•' ■■■■••" ••• Yi L. 




f 




































I 


Y V.. 1 . ' > : - 

. . ; ' v * - 7 


74 7HE STAR 


17 SEPTEMPER 1998 


© 





p 1 jv 3 —* 

Edited/lly A&da#Hamid A 



Davenport wins her 
first Grand Slam 


Star’s Spotlight 


Amman fSlar) ^ c ^^^ 5 Sbo tave^ithe^mafeh w *e 
nian sportsmen and .^rtswomen, w ^ok out for. 


a 


mansronsnicu 

peak of their profession, or are the funn® 





Pan-Arab 
Games update 


Croatian appointed head 
coach of basketball team 

AMMAN (Star)—As pre¬ 
dicted last week. Jordan's 
National Basketball team now 
has a new coach. 

What we did not predict 
was that he would be from 
Croatia—the US was our 
guess. 

The new coach. Mr Vladi¬ 
mir Vanjak. has an interesting 
CV. He began his playing 
career with BC Zadar, win¬ 
ning the National Cup, and 
after retirement, he was 
appointed the President of the 
Croatian Basketball Coaches 
Association. 

His coaching career took 
him to BC Cibona, were his 
team reached the semi-finals 
of the European Cup in the 
1988-89 season. He was also 
the Assistant Coach of the 
Croatian National Basketball 
team during the Goodwill 
Games at Sl Petersburg. 

Vanjak will be on a salary 
of $4000 a month. He is under 
probation for three months, 
after which if all goes well, he 
will be signed up for another 
ten months, until the end of 
the Pan Arab Games. 


New coach for tbe 
women as well 
AMMAN (Star)—Emad AI 
Sa’cd was appointed the new 
coach for the Women's Bas¬ 
ketball team, after the former 
coach Fadi Al Sabbah was 
expelled. 

Al Sabbah was accused of 
being biased to his players, 
from' Al Jozeerah club. The 
accusation was made in a 
signed memo from some of 
the national team players, and 
was presented to the Jordan 
Basketball Federation. 

Al Sabbah, reached fourth 
place with the Jordan team 
during the last Pan Arab 
Games held in Beirut. 


mitment to training. The^four 
players were Abu Zimin'. AI 
Taher. Abu Dawoud, and AI 
Shyab. Unfortunately, he was 
forced to reinstate them all. 
after all the other players pro¬ 
tested. and refused to partici¬ 
pate in the training camp 
unless they were called back. 

Jordan will face Qatar and 
-Libya in the Arab Cup, start¬ 
ing in AI Doha next week. 


Do not mess with 
Fokasheen! 

AMMAN A 

(Starl—Jordan's .M 

National Foot- An 
ball team coach. 
the Yugosla- j jfl fc 
vian Foka- JSIjj 
sheen, is being PM 
very firm with (flM 
the players. VrcjJ 
During the cur- 
rent training 
camp in Egypt. ▼ 
he expelled four ii 
key players because 
of their lack of com- 


Jordan’s Women Karate 
team wins medals 
AMMAN (Star)—The Jordan 
Women Karate team proved 
themselves during the Arabic 
Championship held in Leba¬ 
non. Teams from Lebanon, 
Syria, Algeria, Egypt, 
Morocco, UAE and Tunisia 
were also competing, 
flfe The Jordanian team 
Mat won four medals; a sil- 
ver medal by 
Bothayna AI Mahsiri, 
' -4V'A and three bronze 
medals by Al Kata 
l J team, represented by 
t Marina Harb, Rwan 

•• Bsharah and Shatha 
Yr ojr Fawsi, Bothayna AI 
> ySf Mahsiri. Mona AI 
-fT/ Khwaja and Fadwa 
Abdul Hafez 


NEW YORK— 

Lindsay Davenport 
lost her cap, not her 
cool, and the US Open 
, crowned its first US- 
! bom women's cham¬ 
pion since 1982. 

Davenport, playing 
in her first Grand Slam 
final, slammed fore¬ 
hand and backhand 
winners down the lines 
and won 12 of the last 
15 points ia a 6-3, 7-5 
win last week over 
Martina Hingis, who 
lost her touch and her 
title. 

Davenport, who did 
not lose a set in the 
seven rounds of the 
tournament, won the 
US$ 700,000 prize on 
her mother's birthday. 

‘T guess she thinks 
she's getting a really 
nice gift now.” Daven¬ 
port said, breaking j 
into a laugh as she 
looked at her mother, 

Ann. in die players’ Dover. 
box. 

Davenport is the first Ameri¬ 
can-born woman to win the sin¬ 
gles championship since Chris 
Evert won the hist of her six 
titles in 1982. Martina Navrati¬ 
lova, a native of Czechoslova¬ 
kia, won the title as a natural¬ 
ized US citizen in 1983-84 and 
1986-87. 

Hingis, 17. who retains her 
No. I world ranking despite the 
loss, was trying to become the 
youngest woman to retain a US 
Open title. She had won her 
previous three Grand Slam 





Davenport lifts the US Open Trophy 


Fokasheen 


This is the fust year since 
1990 that four different women 


have won the Grand Slam sin¬ 
gles titles . Hingis won the 
Australian Open, Arantxa San¬ 
chez-Vicario won the Bench 
Open and Jana Novotna won at 
Wimbledon. 

On a sun-drenched day. 
Davenport got an early service 
break for a 2-1 lead in the first 
set by dictating play with sharp 
volleys and passing shots. Hin¬ 
gis was handcuffed by the 
wildness that bothered her 
throughout the tournament. 

In the seventh game, at 
deuce, Davenport got a break 
when tbe wind knocked off her 




Al Taher 




Sal 


" Profile ••• .■•••. y- r ' 

From Volleyball to Tennis 



NEW YORK—At 1.9 metres, it wouldn't be much of a sur- 
prise to have seen new. US Open Women Champion Lindsay * 
Davenport spiking a volleyball, especially aftergrowing up 
in a volleyball family. - . ' ■ - 

Ho - father L Wmk. was a member of the 1968 US Olympic 
Volleyball team. Her mother. Anne, is on tfae- boartfof direc¬ 
tors of the US Volleyball Association. • ; ; . : 

Older sisters" Shannon and Leiann played volleyball for - -' 
' colleges inCalifbmia,lMitgrowingupin Palos Varies, Liiiri-v -• 
say drifted to tennis,"especially when her parents .didn't want; ^ 
any rivalry between the sisters. So afta a good performaiKe ' 
in tbe USTA national championships in 1989, 12-year-old ; 
Lindsay was invited to Saddlebrook Resort. Tbe rest, as they 
.say,' is history.- • •"-' • , 


Al Shyab 


AbuZimia' 


Abu Dawoud 


white baseball cap as 
she hit tbe ball into the 
net on a tough volley. 
Umpire Dessie Samuels 
ordered a let and Dav¬ 
enport won the replay 
to move to break point. 

Hingis looked on in 
dismay, then lost tbe 
next point to give Dav¬ 
enport another service 
break for a 5-2 lead. 
When she came back 
from the changeover, 
Davenport had secured 
her cap with bobby 
pins. 

Tennis rules state 
that a let is called and 
.the point replayed tbe 
first time a cap flies off, 
or a ball falls, out of a 
player's pocket. The 
second incident leads to 
a warning, and the third 
time results In a lost 
point. “I don't like this 
rule, it's unfair for the 
players tike me," Hingis 
said. “I had that point 
won. it’s her fault if the 
hat falls down, it's not 
my mistake. It’s a stu¬ 
pid rule. I bad a chance to 
make that point." Hingis, who 
complained about several line 
calls during the match; said it 
was "pretty ridiculous” that 
Samuels, from Terrell, Texas, 
was the umpire for a US Open 
final involving an American 
player. 

Davenport, who moved past 
Novotna to No.2 in -the world 
rankings, wrapped up the first 
set in 37 minutes with a back¬ 
hand on the tine. Hingis 
seemed frustrated at times dur¬ 
ing the second set, dropping 
her racket on the court after 
losing one point, and screaming 
at herself after another. Daven¬ 
port broke for a 4-2 lead but 
Hingis broke right back, and 
again for a 5-4 lead But Dav¬ 
enport regained control, break¬ 
ing back as Hingis ended the 
10 th game with a double fault 
and shook her head in dismay. 

Davenport, whose, mobility 
vastly improved after she lost 
30 pounds last year, held serve 
in the next game and finish ed 
off the match with another, ser¬ 
vice break—hitting a backhand 
volley for a winner on match 
point. Tbe .champion put her 
hands on her head in disbelief, 
then looked lovingly at her 
racket before smiting at her 
mother. 


Odeh chosen 
for the Ara¬ 
bic Dream 
Team 




Al Jazeerah player, 

Macn Odeh, was cho- 
■ sen to participate in die 
‘All Arab Star .Game’ 
to beheld in Beirut next 
week, on the occasion 
of the opening of the Al 
Riyadi Club’s new. bas¬ 
ketball hall. • ■ 

• The march will see 
Some players from die 
NBA partici p ating as 
well. 

- Odeh has played for 
AI Jazeerah since 1991, 
and scored die decisive 
lay-up which eaabeled 
Jordan's under 18 team . 
to qualify for tbe World 
Cup held in Greece in Maen Odeh 
1995. - 

He was picked after . . •. . 

his sterling performance during tbe West Asian qualifiers in 


(dr 


7U 


Amman last February. 


Rowan Al Sharif: 
the Equestrian star of the future 


Despite her young age, Rawan Al Sharif proved that she will be a 
. force to be reckoned with, after her fine performance in the first Al 
Ttial Al Sabaa Equestrian tournament ... 

She woo. the not.round on her horse, Ghadeh, completing the 
event .without faulting at ati. Nisreen Mohammed came second 
wife three faults, Kenya Wadi came third wife four faults, Dyala Jl 
Abu Saleh came fourth, and YanaJ Kyati took fifth place. r® 

The Equestrian sport is developing all the time in Jordan. The 
Kingdom's biggest achievement was obtained by HRH Hay a Bint 
Al Hussein, who won fee equestrian bronze medal at the Pan Arab 
Games, held i^Damascns in 1992. 






Rowan Al Sharif’s winning stale 


Italian Serie A results 


Fiorentina ( 2 ) Empoli (0) 

Fiorentina dominated from the start with 
Portuguese playmaker Rui Costa scoring 
from 25 metres in the sixth minute and 
Argentina's Gabriel Batistuta blasting 
home in the 60th. Three minutes Jater Fio- 
rentina's mercurial Brazilian Edmundo and 
Empoli’s Di Fusco were sent off for vio¬ 
lent play. 

AC Milan (3) Bologna (0) 

Germany's Oliver Bierhoff, last sea¬ 
son’s top scorer in serie A with Udinese, 
gave Milan an undeserved lead with a 
trademark header seconds before the inter¬ 
val after Bologna had come close several 
times. Bierhoff added another from the 
penalty spot in fee 51st and Brazil's Leo¬ 
nardo made it 3-0 with a close-range goal 
nine minutes from time. 

Parma f0; Vicenza (0) 

Title hopefuls Parma started strongly but 
strikers Faustino Asprilla and Abel Balbo 
wasted several chances. Vicenza gained 
confidence and playmaker Lambeno Zauli 
nearly stole a late winner. 

AS Roma (3) Salernitana (1) 

Salernitans frustrated AS Roma early on 
and took the lead in the 41st minute 
through Cameroon’s Rigobert Song. But 
when defender Pietro Fusco was sent off 
seconds before the interval. Roma took 
charge. Brazilian Paulo Sergio scored in 
the 48th and 82nd minutes and Francesco 
Toni fee 6 Jsl 

Udinese |2| Sampdoria (2) 


Football Roundup 


New Italy midfielder Jonathan Bachini 
put the hosts on top with a 15th minute 
shot but Sampdoria, heartened by a fortu¬ 
nate own-goal a quarter of mi hour later, 
took the lead in the 37th through Vincenzo 
Montella. Udinese deservedly levelled 
three minutes from time when Brazilian 
Amoroso slotted home from a goalmouth 
scramble. 

Perugia (31 Juventus (4) 

Juventus were 3-0 ahead at halftime but 
Japanese World Cup hero Hidetoshi Nak- 
ata brought Perugia storming back with 
two goals on his debut. Daniel Fonseca 
added a fourth for Juve and Antonio Ber- 
nardini pulled one back with a late penalty. 
Cagliari (2) Inter Milan (2) 

Inter Milan, missing fee suspended 
Ronaldo, fought back with two late goals 
by substitute Nicola Ventola to draw 2-2 at 
newly-promoted Cagliari. 

Piacenza (1) Lazio (1) 

Lazio took the lead in the 73rd minute at 
Piacenza with a long-range blast from Serb 
Dejan Stankovic. But Simone Inzaghi— 
brother of Juventus player Filippo—replied 
with a header just three minutes from time. 


French 1st Division results 



Poetry in motion 


Girondins Bordeaux (3) 

Montpellier (1) 

Bordeaux extended their perfect 
record wife a fifth sucessive vic¬ 
tory' to go four points dear at the 
top of fee standings, scoring 
through former.Montpellier 

defender Herve Alicarte and strik¬ 
ers Kafca Diawara and Sylvain 
Wiltord. Winger Laurent Robert 
pulled one back for Montpellier, 
the highest-scoring team's ]3fe 
goal of fee season. 

Bastia (2) Le Havre (0) 

Striker Pierre Laurent scored 
both goals for the Corsicans, fee 
first a fine lob from a ball by 
Polish former Flamengo mid¬ 
fielder Mariusz Pickarski. fee sec¬ 
ond from a cross by Portugal's 
Paulo Alves. 

Nancy (0) Paris St Germain (0) 

PSG snuggled again against, a 
promoted team after their 2-1 
home defeat by Lorient in their 
previous match. 

O. Marseille (1) Rennes (1) 

Marseille went ahead wife a 
superb goal, an overhead kick by 
Florian Maurice from a headed 
pass by fellow France international 
Christophe Dugarry. But Rennes, 
who won at the Velodrome last 
season, shocked Marseille wife a 
90fe-minute equaliser, Christophe 
Dogon glancing a header in at fee 
near post from a corner. 


Strasbourg (0) Metz(0) 

Ailing Metz, runners-up last season, 
went a sixth league match without scoring 
and, having missed out on the Champions’ 
League, must be fearing fee worst as they 
go into their UEFA Cup first round first 
leg away to Red Star Belgrade played on 
Tuesday. 

Socfaaux (1) Olympiqoe Lyon (2) 

Lyon went ahead when defender 
Anthony Sirufo deflected a shot by Chris¬ 
tophe Delmotze into fee Sochaux net. The 
home side equalised with a Stephane 
Dedebant penalty but Swiss player Marco 
Gnissi hit fee winner with his third goal of 
fee season from a through-ball by fellow 
striker Alain Caveglia. 

Tolouse ( 2 j Names (3} 

Nantes climbed to fifth with this tight 
victory in a see-saw match in which striker 
Olivier Monterrubio scored twice in four 
minutes either side of halftime. Toulouse 
went ahead early on through Croatian 
Vladimir Petrovic and equalised in the 
73rd minute when Samuel lpoua pounced 
on a blunder by goalkeeper MIckael Land- 
reau. But young striker Alioun Toure. 
snatched a fine winner three minutes later. 
Monaco (2) RC Lens (0) 

France World Cup striker David Treze- 
guet headed both goals, his first of the sear 
son, in a nine-minute spell midway 
through fee second half against 10 -man 
Lens. The champions had striker Pascal 
Nouma sent off for a late tackle on 
Muhamed Konjic. catching fee Bosnia 
defender wife his studs and leaving him 
with a gaping wound above tbe knee. 
Lorient (1 ) AJ Auxene (1) 

Midfielder Pascal Camadini put Lorient 
ahead in the third minute. The first divi¬ 
sion newcomers dominated most of fee 
match but Auxene captain Gerald Baticle 
snatched an equaliser on tbe stroke of half¬ 
time from a cross by playmaker Stephane 
Carnot. 



Action from the Juventus versus Perugia match 


English Premier League 
results 


Aston Villa (2) Wimbledon (0) 

After Alan Thompson missed a penalty 
Villa went ahead on the stroke of half¬ 
time. Wimbledon’s Carl Leaburn was sent 
off for elbowing and debutant Paul Merson 
scored from the resulting spot kick after 
Wimbledon goalkeeper Neil Sullivan par¬ 
ried his initial effort. Ian Taylor converted 
a Julian Joachim cross to seal fee points 
after 57 minutes. 

Chariton (1) Derby (2.) 

Costa Rican Paulo Wanchope slammed 
home a Dean Smrridge flick-on to give 
Derby a fifth-minute lead. Italian Fran¬ 
cesco Baiano scored from a free-kick to 
make it 2-0 on the hour before Give Men¬ 
tion ca scored a last-minute penalty for 


Charlton. Unbeaten Derby are now fourth. 
Chelsea (2) Nottingham Forest (1) 
Chelsea registered their fust league win 
of the season thanks to first half goals from 
Italian Gianfranco Zola (1) and Uruguayan 
Gustavo Poyet (35j. Forest’s Frenchman 
Jean-Claude Darcheville scored against tbe 
run of play from a tight angle after 69 
minutes. 

Everton (0) Leeds United (0) 

A match of few chances was enlivened 
only by the sending off . of Everton’s 
Frenchman Olivier Dacourt for a second 
yellow card offence. Leeds failed to capi¬ 
talise and John Collins went closest with 
several long-range efforts for Everton. 
Leicester City (1) Arsenal (1) 

After three successive goalless draws 
Arsenal looked to be heading for defear 

when Emile Heskey hammered home a 
spectacular left-foot shot after 28 minutes 
for Leicester But Stephen Hughes saved 
the champions from defeat with a swerving 
equaliser from 30 metres in the final 
minute. 

Manchester United (2) Coventry (0) 
Trinidad's Dwight Yorke scrambled 
home his third goal in two games after 21 
minutes as United overpowered their visi¬ 
tors, who barely had a shot on goal. Nor¬ 
wegian Ronny Johosen sealed the points 
from close in after 48 minutes. 

Newcastle United (4) Southampton (0) 
Alan Shearer ended a nine-match barren 
run in the league with two goals as Ruud 
Gullit's side chalked up their first win of 
the season. Shearer scored after eight min¬ 


utes and again in fee 38fe minute, this time 
wife a penalty given away by Jason Dodd, 
who was sent off. In ’ fee final minute 
Southampton's Scon Marshal] scored his 
second own goal in five days and Georgian 
Temuri Ketsbaia rounded off the-rout in 
style. 

Sheffield Wed. (3) Blackburn Rovere{0) 
Peter Atherton put "Wednesday ahead 
after 18 minutes against a jittery Blackburn 
side. Andy HinchclifFe’s free kick (33) and 
Italian Paolo Di Canto (87) earned fee 
home side their opening win of fee season: 
West Ham United (2)LiTerpooI ( 1 ) 
Welshman John Hanson shocked Liver¬ 
pool with a fourth- minute header fear 
diverted off Jamie Cairagher into the net 
Michael Owen went close for the visitors 
on the half hour but Eyal Berko vie made it 
2-0 to West Ham in fee 51st minute. Sub¬ 
stitute Karlheinz Riedle beaded against fee 
bar for Liverpool and then pulled one back 
in fee 90fe minute wife another header. 
Tottenham H. ( 0 ) MWfeesboroogh(3) 
Tottenham seem destined .for relegation 
if they continue producing results like this 
Goals by Hamilton Ricard (25 and 32-ntit^ 


Bayern_ Munich. made a slow start and the 
march was stzQ a goalless draw wife 22 ^ 
rmnn te s left. Goals from Marco Zalmann, "■ 
Igor Pamic and Oliver Neuville gave the ' 
forrber East German club a much-needed 
victory. 

SC FroTmrg(O) Bayern Munich (2) 

Bayern Munich, who. had never won at 
> ? SC- Freiburg, were in a class of their own 
. -this time. Brazilian striker Giovane Elber 
opened the sewing from close range in the 
21 st minute and midfielder Thomas Strunz 
made it 2-0 wife a header in fee 35fe 
■ minute. ■ 

Hamburg SV (I) VIL Woifsbarg (1) 
Goalkeeper Hans-Joerg Butt convened 
fee penalty which gave Hamburg SV a 1-0 
lead. Striker Steffen Banmgan levelled for 
fee visitors in fee dying seconds. 

Werder Bremen (2) B. Leverkusen (2). 

A last-minute goal by Brazilian striker 
Pduto Rink salvaged a 2-2 draw for Bayer 
Leverkusen. Leverkusen took the lead with 
a penalty by Ulf Kirsten in the 43id minute* { 
but Bremen levelled wife a 53rd-mhnite-' # 
penalty by Dutch midfielder Lojdewik 
Roembiack before going 2-1 up through 
striker Torsten Frings in the 59th. Bremen 
assistant trainer Dieter Burdenski was sent 
to fee stands by fee referee after a heated 
exchange- with Leverkusen coach Chris¬ 
toph Daum. 

Schalke 04 (2) Nuremberg (2) 

Scbaike 04 led 2-0 at halftime after 
goals from strikers Rene EijkeDtamp and 
Martin Max but Nuremberg fought back 
with second-half goals from Macedonian 
y 8 *. aQ d fellow striker Markus 

tuirth. Nuremberg are one of three clubs, 
alongside Bayern and Hamburg, vet to lose 
a match. ; 

Kaiserslauteni (4) Hertha Berlin (3) 

Champions Kaiserslautern restored pride 
tour days after crashing 4-0 away to VfB ( 
Stuttgart, two late goals from Danish rnid- 
fieldo- Michael Schjoenberg securing a 4-3 I 

wm. Schjoenbcrg JeveUed from tfae^nalty - 
s pOt m fee 71a minute before netting th&. t | 

ni!f , M lhl T.? 2i0utes Striker ! 

Olaf Marschall also scored twice for the i 

south-western club who are now second, 
feree points behind Bayern. K 

TSV I860 Munich ( 3 ) Borussia 
Moenchen gladbadi (i> 

™ striker Bernhard 

missed a penalty in the opening 
seconds but made amends by opening the 

a ^ b ^ icoSute ! 

^ close range 

££ lender Marco i 

Munich ciub ’ s otter 
goal io fee 23rd minute. The visitors’ eoal 
came from Michact KIinkert in foe Ito 


{ *!** 




£-;■*** i* 


utes); and by Vladimir Kinder (87 minutes) EW^'i.aV ■ • 
sealed fee game up for hfiddlesbortxS- pSS?J r ? kfo,t(1 > VffiSfet^irta) 

The only bright side for Tottenham was fee • a dSS 5 ,ntracbl Frankfint managed 


30.000 strong crowd. 


German 1st Division results 


Hansa Rostock (3) M5V Duirirarg (0) 
Hansa Rostock, eager to bounce back 
three days after their 6 -l thrashing by 


a Hrani «... ill— ‘iousiutx manageo 

, thanks to a penalty bv Anssar 
Bnnkmann three minutes from time. Bui- 
Playmafc* Krasin* BaS-S „ 

Frankfurt ** ^ st , ™ nute for Stuttgart^/' 

10 ntenXr - 
Bmdewald was. seat, off for 
offence in fee 74 fe miu- 
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Is there a 'real 9 performance increase in CD-ROM?: 


spin on 


WITH CD-ROM drives eqjqy- generally better performance, 
ing massive speed increases in . Any PC that you buy toda 


cycles, one has to; wonder if 
there reaily .is; a p e rf orm ance 
■increase. Is there a ceiling of 
lispeed, after which it is no 
longer important how fast an 
animated sequence, or complex 
sound and graphics are 
read from a compact disk? 

Although little effort has 
been made to specifically 
answer these queries, it can 
be safely said thar the per¬ 
formance increase margin 
is getting a lot narrower. 

when CD-ROM drives 
i went from single speed to 
fdouble-speed in 1994, they 
truly gave double the per- 
■formance. Then, when they 
iwent to quad s-peed (4X), 

(there was aconsjderable perfar- 
' mance increase. 

• Later on, we had 6X, 8X, 
jlOX, leading op to 24X which- 
,:‘jr- witnessed sometime in 
1997. Now we have 32X speed 
drives, with development 
underway for even foster 
drives! 32X CD-ROM drives re 
available in ATAPI and SCSI’ 

. versions, and are capable of 
; ma xi m u m transfer rates- of 
■around . 4800KBytes-per- 
second, supported by . burst . 
rates of lb.6 Megabytes-per- 
: second. These, drives support 
160 miniaronHit and 70 nulli- 
: second random' access rimes 
; with a 128Kbyte buffer. . 

Major new technologies— 
^present in Jhe ■ more recent ■ 
fdrives—aim to lessen the noise. 

1 of operation and to ensure min-!• 
imam damage or data loss. CD- - 
■ ROM drives nowadays, read ; 
i;data without touching;the data .* 
^ surfaces, through un '-alternative 


Anjr'PC that you buy today, 
' or within the coming, few 
months, will incorporate a 32X 
. CD-ROM drive, ft will give 
you a ‘marmnaUy’ better per¬ 
formance than a 24X drive; 
bearing in mimt that the speed 
of random access is especially 



important with regard to cam- 
plcx grapfaics and sound. ’. 

CD-ROM software has’ 
become more demanding, driv- 


of .the developmcmt in micro- 
process cxrs, the size of RAM 
and other elements of PC sys¬ 
tems have been driven by more 
demanding software. CD-ROM 
software is part of that farce 
- behind- more -' development, 
espctaal l yriow as the sheer size 
of software has groom tremen¬ 
dously, ’making .almost 
impossibleto install. large 

i mplienrinhiB tfmvhgh anydUCailS 

otto than a CD-ROM-drives! 
Just imagihe| tfoe'opdori would- 
be to install ho less, than 25. dis¬ 
kettes. Apart from the huge 
rime lost. in;, the process, 
chances are, all sons of errors 
and diitu . damage may wire 
place owing to the somewhat 

sjiow.lhat riie actual deference 
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THE ARAB Business Net¬ 
work is developed by Business 
Optimisation Consultants 
(BO Q as an imeractive Web 
site dedicated to business 
related to the Arab World. 

In addition to containing the 
Web sites of leading clients in 
die Middle Eok, the Arab 
Business Network -site con¬ 
tains databanks and informa¬ 
tion networks dedicated to 
specialized segments of the 
market. 

The site is very well pro¬ 
moted on the Internet, with 
links to hundreds of search 
engines and directories. The 
site is visited by thousands of 


visitors a day, • .. 

catering to profes- 
sionals in a number 
of economic sec¬ 
tors. BOC is a 
regional Interact 
and intranet con¬ 
sultant whh offices 
in Jordan, Qatar, 

Saudi Arabia, 

Svria and the 
UAE. BOC is also 
a Netscape Com¬ 
munications affili¬ 
ates and authorized 
resellers in Jordan. 

Palestine and Saudi Arabia. 

Check out the Arab Business 
Network at address: www.urah- 




Xt ■ 
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busines^net ror more informa¬ 
tion. you can also contact BOC 
on leieonone 4613194. ■ 


between 24X and 32X drives 
will differ according to rite soft¬ 
ware in use. For example, whh 
games software which involves 
continuous reading from CD 
throughout the game, the rela¬ 
tively small elements are read in 
. real-rime doling , the game and 
little difference Is fell. 

In graphic presenta¬ 
tions, . animated 

sequences and 3D soft¬ 
ware there is more of a 
marked difference 

which is clocked at a 
few seconds per frame. 
In the end result, maybe 
after half an hour of 
continuously running 
software, a minute or 
two mil be saved! So. 
you need to have a real 
sense of tuning- to feel 
the difference.. Of 
course, when looking back , at 
8X speed CD-ROM (hives, 
which were the standard only 
two years ago, you will sense 
the dif f erence-—it is a rather rel¬ 
ative matter. 

A multimedia kit yon would 
have bought with a 24X drive a 
while ago, costs the same, if not 
more than a aimilar Jrit today 
witba 32X drive. 

In fact, generally, the juice of 
multi-media facilities has 
dropped. Nowadays, an average 
multi-media Ur costs around JD 
80 from Jordan's computer sup¬ 
pliers, compared to JD 170 a 
couple of years ago. The price 
of technology continues to 

32X drives are definitely a 
development in the right direc¬ 
tion. Bor first time users, they 
offer the power to truly -appre¬ 
ciate tire wonders of multimedia 
computing: Bor the rest of us, 
they, present another step, 
afmotig^stnafi,; to Speed 
in the infortnatioiTage, W 


Filially, eye rest for computer users 


IBM RESEARCH bas 
announced . a new, flat-panel 
comp u ter display that allows 
users to see text and images 
with 200 pixels-per-inch clarity. 
This is indistinguishable from 
the printed page. 

Code-named Roentgen, the 
prototype has four times the 
pixels, or picture elements, in 
the same space as common 
cathode-ray tube desktop moni¬ 
tors, which display 80 and 100 
pixels-per-inch. 

Roentgen display's rely on 
new active-matrix liquid crystal 
technology to produce razor- 
sharp color images that, from a 
norma] viewing distance of 16 
inches or more, eliminate for 
the human eye the fuzziness 
associated whh electronic dis¬ 
plays. Office equipment using 


such displays will significantly 
reduce, if not eliminate, 
eyestrain. 

Legibility— ability to clearly 
read characters on .screen— is 
closely related to reduction of 
eyestrain, and IBM arc capital¬ 
izing on this relation to pro¬ 
duce their latest eye-strain free 
product. It is believed that 
computer eyestrain is linked to 
the effort the human eye must 
make to fill in gaps that exist 
between the small light ele¬ 
ments of computerized dis¬ 
plays. which represent only j 
fraction of the elements of a 
real world image. 

Initially. IBM will target the 
new displays at the high-end of 
the market. 

It will be mainly 'targeted at 
sectors like the aircraft design. 


medical irragiug. legal record 
scanning and digital art librar¬ 
ies. At a iater stage. IBM 
intends to introduce the tech¬ 
nology ;o its desktop PC range. 

Roentgen displays will be 
priced at over 55.000. Of 
course, prices will fall as this 
merjtcr technology takes off. 

Sometime, towards the end 
of this year. Roentgen screens 
should be available to selected 
customers. According to 
IBM's information release, the 
new displays offer full color 
depth and gray-scale shading 
on a 16.3 inch diagonal view¬ 
ing area of 2J60 by 2.048 pix¬ 
els. or 5.2 million full-color 
pixels in all. Each screen uses 
15.7 million transistors and 
1.64 miles of thin film alumi¬ 
num alloy wiring. ■ 




News update 


NETS offers Internet 
redundancy 

• NETS has announced that 
it has finalized its set-up in Al 
Abdali exchange, and by 
doing so, are now the first 
Internet service provider 
(ISP) in Jordan to offer redun¬ 
dancy not only on interna¬ 
tional circuits, but also on the 
local exchange level. In other 
words, if for any reason the 
primary Ha Al Ali exchange 
is down, users will be able to 
connect via the new Abdali 
numbers. 

The new Internet number is 
5671141. This line is now in 
operation and the capacity on 
it and on the old numbers, as 
well f wiH- be - farther, increased- 
before the end of the month. 


300MHz Pentium II for 
notebooks 

• Intel is set to announce a 
new 300MHz Penimm II pro¬ 
cessor. for notebook 
computers. 

Inis should take notebook 
PCs into the next perfor¬ 
mance level. The processor is 
to be introduced as part of a 
■ Mobile Module 1 based on a 
cartridge, similar to die Pcn- 
itum II black cartridge casing. 

This will include a built-in 
bridge to a notebook's accel¬ 
erated graphics. port and a 
separate 66MHz bus for pro¬ 
cessing graphics. With such 
powerful notebook systems 
on the way, there is specula¬ 
tion that the notebook can 
' take “on 1 the desktop as a 
user's main system. 


Epson appoints a West 
Bank distributor 
• Epson, a leader in printing 
technologies and office technol¬ 
ogies in genera] including scan¬ 
ners and projectors, has 
recently appointed an official 
distributor for the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

'Creative Technologies' is a 
company based in Nablus, 
which w ill establish a network 
of distributors around the Pales¬ 
tinian tenitories. 

This appointment comes a 
sign of Epson's commitment to 
the Arab and Middle Eastern 
markets and highlights the 
company's interest to include 
the West Bank and Gazza in its 
•Middle East-^neiwork -rof- 
countries. 


The heat is on, inside your Pentium: 

Beware clock- 
doubled Pentiums 


“3CXJMHZ PENTIUM for low prices!", claim the advertise¬ 
ments we see everyday in our local newspapers. Upon seeing 
the rather tow prices advertised, >ou have to wonder whether 
it is possible for the latest Intel processor technology to be 
priced so competitively. 

Well, you're probably right to doubt this offering. Chances 
are that these processors have been manually clock-doubled or 
tripled! 

Basically, you must be aware of the fact that not ail 
300MHz or even 266MHz are 

actually running at true _ :t' 

300Mhz or 266MHz. They _ ; -- 

could be dock-doubled by a ifatf 

technician, who has the sldUs 

to make some adjustments to WfKpSg V' 

the processor and motherboard, .■ 4cd -V 

delivering a diagnostic report \\ 

that your system is actual run- S/ 
ning at a faster speed than the Z 5 ' 
originally designated speed bv =»*.. Fv' 

Intel. ' 

So, why is it a problem? rear > 

Well because your Pentium _ 

processor tends to heat up if 

the operating system and applications in use are demanding. 
You may find yourself in a situation whereby your processor 
will go up in smoke! 

Of course, for the experienced user, a couple of software 
checks should be enough to realize if your system is running at 
'true 300MHz* or not. 

In any case. Intel has announced war against clock-doublers 
and is cautioning the public about the hazards of not checking 
whether your braid new Pentium is tampered with or not 

Technically. Intel is taking some measures to make it very 
difficult for anyone to tamper with its processors. This has 
been achieved with the new Pentium 265MHz Celeron proces¬ 
sor, which is tamper-proof. 

Also. Intel is establishing 3 number of standards for its 
future processors, and these standards are also being adopted 
by some of its competitors like AMD whose K6-2 processor 
has also been tampered with by some PC suppliers, delivering 
a whopping clock-speed increase of up to 450MHz. 

That is absolutely amazing. Officially, we still don't have 
that speed on any desktop! You can* imagine how much 
excitement a claim of such high speed can cause among first¬ 
time buyers wbo maybe naive. 

In the United States, a number of entrepreneur arc taking 
this clock-doubling wave a step further, by introducing ‘cool¬ 
ing systems' hat fit on top of the Pentium processor. The idea 
is maintaining the clock-doubled speeds and enabling the PC 
to function flawlessly at speeds exceeding 400MHz wen 
clock-doubled! That is startling. 

Back here at borne, there have been some cases of clock- 
doubling. Some suppliers may even offer you this option as on 
added service if you request it! 

So, the basic rule is to ask for guarantees that the processor 
at the heart of your new system is not dock-doubled.. Also, tty 
to stick to the more reputable suppliers, most of whom offer 
well known brand names. You can rest assured that a Com¬ 
paq, Hewlett-Packard, IBM or Dell PC is not clock-doubled. 
Even a number of the large assembler companies in Jordan 
maintain a policy of not applying clock-doubling. 

Just watch your step, and try to find your way through this 
amazing mess of megahertz and clock-speeds. Good luck. ■ 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale, Furnished 
and unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web site: 

www.abdoun.com.jo 
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ftf 3 * Box 

Boston Fried Chicken 

12 pieces oi chicken 
(regular & spicy) 

O 4 crinkle-cut fries 
^9 O 1 coleslaw 
T a 1 liter pepsi 

3 4 pieces of bread. 


To sdversise 
in this place 
please call 6he 
marketing 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room J 


nlyJDMW 


Fret- -deliver/ w rv«.-. C.ilt Sw.-if.ylih 1 r, 1 -.*H4 mS-'586.J OS), 

or Al M,idin/i!t Al Muuawar.tJt -ill > Ci (I id S!> I > - S5 J54i6). 


Annan TeL 56222J)0 
PXkBoK. 9403 Fax. 5602434 
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Ideal Residence for 
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To advertise in 
this place please 
call the marketing 
department 
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The creative madness of 


Queen Vivienne 


By Lucia van der Post 


Vivienne Westwood is one of 
the most intriguing figures in 
fashion. By turns maddening 
and fascinating, she has been a 
seminal influence on almost 
every fashion designer working 
today. Though widely perceived 
by the public to be irritatingly 
eccentric, few in the fashion 
world doubt her importance. 

Manny Silverman, for 
instance, a British entrepreneur 
who took over the house of 
Norman Hartnell, believes “she 
has not left any major designer 
unscathed because she is able to 
recognise the future before any¬ 
one else, albeit in an exagger¬ 
ated way." John Fairchild, pro¬ 
prietor and publisher of 
Women’s Wear Daily, cited her 
as one of the six most important 
designers of the day, along with 
Saint Laurent, Ungaro, Armani, 
Lagerfeld and Christian 
Lacroix. 

And yet os Jane Mulvagh's 
warmly sympathetic biography 
of Vivienne Westwood (subti¬ 
tled (An Unfashionable Life, 
London, HarpetCollins, 1998 
£19.99) points out while the 
other five were collecting villas, 
yachts and expensive works of 
art Westwood,' though no 
longer living the hand-to-mouth 
existence that she did until as 
recently as 1993. is still riding a 
bicycle and living in a council 
fiat Somehow her huge talents 
have not been translated into 
mainstream success. Mul¬ 
vagh's biography goes a long 
way to helping us to under¬ 
stand why. 

from tiie beginning, her ! 
creativity seemed to spring 
from perversity. She couldn't 
help it her every instinct every 
natural intuition, in-clined her 
towards an iconoclastic view, 
not just of fashion but of 
society. 

Clothes without a message 
were meaningless decoration. 
She believes that true creativity 
springs from scepticism and 
that too great a dependence on 
tradition is lazy and leads to 
repetition. 

That coupled with her refu¬ 
sal to embrace the practicalities 
of her trade properly to consider 
price points, and fit finish and 
delivery dates, as well as her 
insistence on taking what Mul- 
vagh calls the line of greatest 
resistance, have meant mat she 
was hard to help. 

The list of those who tried 


from the late Jean Bennett a 
friend and a PR who gave her 
time and her imagination free, 
to Sir Alastair and Lady 
Romilly Me Alpine, who tried to 
raise money to give her solid 
backing, and many others, all of 
whom were ultimately rejected 
or rudely treated for their pains 
makes sorry reading. 

Her strengths were her sin¬ 
gle-mindedness, her absolute 


femininity. Her clothes combine 
fetish, freedom and romance, 
and suggest thar perhaps you 
can have it all.” 

Her most successtul collec¬ 
tions were nearly always the 
most romantic she brought a 
feminine voluptuousness to an 
era that was weary of die over¬ 
honed, androgynous shapes pro¬ 
pounded by more main-stream 
designers. 

Her 1981 Pirates collection, 
for 



commitment to her own idea 
and vision of what fashion was 
all about, but they were also 
what prevented her succeeding 
in worldly terms. As Christian 
Lacroix, who admired her com¬ 
mitment to designing according 
to her own strict ideology, put 
it: “In a world when everybody 
is struggling in such a fake way- 
just all for money, just for fame 
or just for love it's a treasure to 
be so faithful to one idea," but 
this inevitably means that "in a 
way, she will be marginal for 
ever". 

Mulvagh puts her finger on 
the appeal that Westwood’s 
clothes have for many women. 
‘They combine the promise of 
sexual self-determination with 
high romance and traditional 


nstance. was first taken up in a 
small way by Bloomingdales 
and by Joseph, who. found him¬ 
self reordering the squiggle- 
printed shirts every week, mak¬ 
ing it “one of the most success¬ 
ful shirts I've ever sold in 25 
years of retailing. Its influence 
was soon to be seen in almost 
everv fashion emporium in the 
UK.’ 

Underwear as outerwear, 
now a mainstream fashion 
trend, was first seen in West¬ 
wood's 1982 Buffalo collection, 
while the fashionably frayed 
and fringed tweed so cntranc- 
ingly deployed at Resent by 
Karl Lagerfeld for Chanel, was 
being explored by Westwood 
two seasons ago. 


There are those, though, who 
persist in believing her clothes 
to be un wearable. They see her 
as a pioneer offering extreme 
designs which others then tame 
down and render wearable. 

In 1993. for die fashion page 
of this newspaper, Mulvagh set 
out to show just how false this 
was. She took five women to 
Westwood’s shop and asked 
them to comment on her latest 
collection. It was fascinating to 
discover that though they all 
arrived believing her cloches to 
be too eccentric for their taste, 
when they actually looked at 
them and tried diem on all but 
one ended up buying. 

Anna Somers Cocks, editor 
of The Ait Newspaper, prob¬ 
ably summed up her appeal best 
when she told Mulvagh: “Her 
clothes are the transvestite idea 
of what a woman should look 
like converted back into what 
women can wear.” 

To her critics, her historicism. 
is too absolute, her cultural pre¬ 
tensions too absurd, she is 
prone to grandiose views and 
sees her work as performing a 
vital social service in criticising 
“the world in which we so mis¬ 
erably live.” 

Mulvagh clearly believes her 
most creative years are over. 
The combination of rich histori¬ 
cal illusion coupled with a gen¬ 
uine dash of street-edge, trans¬ 
muting the clothes into 
something at once rich in sym¬ 
bolism and yet utterly contem¬ 
porary was unique. These days, 
though, she seems to copy too 
precisely. 

Though she criticises her fel¬ 
low designers for ransacking 
the styles of the 20th century, 
she does almost exactly the 
same thing but simply from a 
more distant past. She seems 
not to have responded to inno¬ 
vations in fabric and textiles 
and continues to use her heavy 
tweeds and duchesse satins. 

Much of the book is a sad 
tale of deals gone wrong, oppor¬ 
tunities lost, hopes dashed her 
most bitter blow was her failure 
to succeed Gianfranco Ferre at - 
Dior persona] relationships 
gone awry. I would like to haye 
learned more about how the 
business grew from a turnover 
of £600,000 in 1993 to nearly 
£15m at the beginning of 1995 
and £20m in 1998. 

Westwood herself, according 
to Mulvagh, is curiously indif¬ 
ferent to material wealth. Pro¬ 
vided she had enough to live on 



The honest character 


Amelia DiCola and Allison Wardley 
recently interviewed actress Jane Sey¬ 
mour, who starred as Dr Quinn in “Dr 
Quinn, Medicine Woman." Even 
though CBS just canceled her show, 
she has stayed busy with her two 2- 
year-old twins, doing the voice of Lady 
Julianna in the animated film "Quest 
for Came lot" and filming the TV movie 
"A Marriage of Convenience,” which 
was directed by her husband. 

She has been working in show busi¬ 
ness since age 13. and when she is not 
working, Jane loves to paint. 

What advice would you give to 
aspiring actresses? 

Go to the theater and see as many 
plays as you can. Study acting if you 
can get lessons. Do school plays. There 
is no reason why you can't aci—it 
doesn't have to be professionally. It is a 
very competitive business. I am the one 
in 10 million. If you love something 
enough, you should keep trying. 

We all think acting is the most fun 
thing, but there is writing, directing. 


producing and all sorts of crafts in mak¬ 
ing the movie—costume design, set 
design. There is editing, post produc¬ 
tion, so many things—most kids don't 
realize that. 

What else are you working on? 

We’ve done children's books—they 
are coming out in Ocotber, and they are 
published by Putnam. They are based 
on our family and especially our twins. 
We are calling them “This One and 
That One" and they are kittens. 

The first two books are “Yum" and 
"Splat." They are going to make an ani¬ 
mated film based on the characters. 

How would you like to be 
remembered? 

Hopefully, as an actress, being able 
to communicate honestly as a character, 
and being able to say something with 
the work that I do.B 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Sendee 





LONDON—The Marlow Spice Girls arrive at St John the Baptist church in Little Marlow, Buckinghamshire, where 
they hope to catch a glimpse of their hero Spice Girl Mel B, August 13. Mel married Jimmy Gulzar, one of the dancers 
from the Spice Girl concert tour. 


and was allowed complete crea¬ 
tive freedom, die was content to 
allow her ex-lover and now 
manager. Carlo D’Araario, to 
manage the business and grow 
rich. 

But ultimately one is left 
with the abiding lading of a 
sad, isolated yet hugely talented 
woman. The contradictions in 
the person the combination of 
arrogance and lack of self¬ 
esteem are made manifest in 
the clothes which embody para¬ 
dox. being “sentimental and 
subversive, violent and roman¬ 
tic." Therein lies their special 
power. 

books to explain their doings, 
that the clothes should speak for 
themselves. I disagree. To the 
business of fashion and 
Vivienne West- wood's role in 
it, Mulvagh brings an informed 
eye, a knowledge of the history 
of dress, and an intense interest 
in the subtle codes that define 
the clothes we wear. 

Nobody could read this book 
and not understand more clearly 
why it is that Westwood contin¬ 
ues to interest and infuriate in. 
equal measure and, in a larger 
way, why it is that clothes are of' 
much, much more than passing 
imerestJi 
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A Bengali tiger shows off it’s fangs as it yawns during a tiny afternoon at the Miami 
Metro Zoo 12 September. Remnants of tropical storm Fronds in the Guff of Mexico 
have cooled off the south Florida area, bringing clouds and raaffaFL 
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Emma Purtill 21, from Manchester, England, deals out cards on a Black Jack table in the Oasis Casino 14 September ax one of the 
floor inspectors, Ian McCann from Bradford, England, loots on. The Oasis Casino is located in the Palestinian Authority self-rule 
town of Jericho in a desert area at the lowest point on Earth about a one-half hour drive from Jerusalem. The casino at acostof$50- 
mUlion opened at IS September and will eventually be valued at SlSO-mtition and include a luxury hotel a boU course, and confer- 
ence center. The casino, which has 35 US doOar-onfy gaming tables and 220 slot machines is seen as ahold eamblehv Palestinian 
President Yasser ArafaL - . f . 

Reuters 

Top-grossing Egyptian 
movie dumps on US 


By John Daniszewski class Egyptian univer^and e mswjiu w ear wi 

CAIRO. Egypt—In this s umme r of bomb- Western clothes; dance whfa-rAerr^prt^ ^ 

ings of US embassies and high-security sex and-speak 'EngJ&^raff»er dMjn'Ajtabic 
alerts at American facilities across the Mid- among fiiernsel yes. And'they applaud when is 

die East, a corny mass-entertainment movie the Israeli flag and the. American nc 

out of Egypt may have a lesson for Wash- - offidals cv ent ualljc ge ttheir n 

ington policymakers, on how badly the US The film has earned StV millhxv m riX ^ ha 
image is faring in the Arab world. - . - weeks,- - 7 

The $350,003 comedy, “Saidi at the.--' ^ ^ 

American University," has touched a nerve • •' - : -'.j Il&ffl . v -..i~ 

with Egyptian audiences. Its message is that _ • 

true Egyptians should sot love a coon- ., - j ' ■ ■ P™ 

try—America—that looks down on them. ■ ■ ■ 

Amid pratfalls, unrequited love and some f - ) • p..1xac 

catchy songs, thefihn slips in serious refer*. rr? j ^■ * Kr—rix 

axes to Palestinians living under .Israeli--; \'~ / .- -X 

occupation and Iraqis living under UN sane*- j 1 3 1 jjEgj 

tions—with the audience told, not so subtly, -7— j 
that the colossus United States i^jjehiiJcHv 
both. The climactic scene is an. anti-Israeli. 1 

demonstration that leaves an Americao-unk' - ■- 'zr 

versity official aghast and calling ~for -&e : ; 
police. During the fray, the'film’s berovah'.'.- ' 
apolitical southern Egyptian .who has 

arrived on a scholarship to the prestigious- . 3 

American University in Cako.Trad&TBe «iu- 
rage to set the Israeli flag on-fire. 

The film's greatest scran is heapcdropori.- ~ 

a young Egyptian professor, who.sports.a 
US passport, fancy clothes and a aka■ car'~ 

but who has forgotten htn-mof*. Ttiyrrmfcxr -,_i^ 

sor preaches democracy and praises the gb-'... i 

bol economy, only to see^studeuts-ulti£} '- 
mately rejectTrim. as a mduthpiecg f6r an."V-.; 
alien culture... .t iv. ~ j. ~ i ~~ • : ~j- 7. '■ *."y It. -_ ^d. ;t.‘ t v* r 

What's interesting -about all drifts thpr^Tt&git.Xjn. frattitito 
reaction of the Fjtyntinn'ninrfrgnfnti .They' AraKr1j}hvn0nvrtlti|rin frf t1iir.i r , T* 

identify totally with tho ^saidiT’ a persona lthoug h 
from: nira L soutix ml £gyra..-wdxi-Wjria^ad 

witii verve by Egypnan comic actta.::. • larutitit enterfig imivgSty-.- yhUT 7 rhr- 

Mohamrocd Hineidy. Th«y.jiwJha^>p^'j ; c .in'a lawsaitnfaM ^3wtw~h^- T ^^^^ 


Reuters 


ysmd^wjKnvBar without pennission, Qr the Israeli Embassy, 
MftTihe-^posite which has criticized the flag-burmna scene. 

,35 s a umveroty spolcawSTNMTto- 
t they ^ lapd w^n raz, said the tastiiution sued because it could 
AnwiwavTOTO^C; not let its identity be commercially 

a corapany likeM^St 
-- have sanctioned a film tided "Moron at 

: Mjcro soft"? Tamraz asked. The lawsuit was 

•-•-“.-I:-.:.:-,-; filmmakers apolo^zed, 

denied that the film's political mes^ 
luSftiL r±:z^^ was tbe reason for the lawsuit or the 
' _ /rrr- jgtyagity's refusal to allow scenes » be 

7 - I canqius. The movie shows only 

f the univenaty. a landmark 

of busy Tahrir Square in down- 

the univenaty, which has pro- 
Uberai ^ cunicu-' 
mt brightest since 
.< movie largely negative 

^tJdnforces a false sterco- 
aTolrist and Westernized, 

I watched the 

fewfg&i come here and 

said Nadine, 
te her last 
major said' 
students was' 
inicro-skitts—it 






Wwawyisseen byrarii- 

the rich, 
is way 
Egypt 

ifflwjjcome di-about 


larwdtiie^tertfa 

in'xlawsmtrthffl: 


Nkws'fkrvke 

















